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I write to express my support for Globalstar's petition for rulemaking currently 

pending before your Commission and respectfully request that you release a Notice of 

Proposed Rulemaking permitting Globalstar to utilize its mobile satellite spectrum for 

terrestrial mobile broadband services. 

Globalstar is a Louisiana company that has recently completed the launch of its 

second generation constella tion of satellites that will provide critical communications 

se rvices in post disaster situations to people, companies and first responders when all 

land-based communications networks fail. My constituents a nd I experienced the effects of 

Hurricane Katrina first hand when satellite-based communications were so integral in 

performing safety of li fe services and response. There were over ten thousand Globalstar 

phones operating in the Gulf Coast region after Hurricane Katrina. We need to ensure that 

Globalstar has the abili ty to continue providing these unique services well into the future. 

I am also enthusiastic about Globalstar's ability to provide much-needed terrestrial 
mobile broadband services. As you have previously recognized, and as most everyone now 

unfortunately experiences on a daily basis, our Wi-Fi a irspace is traffic-ja mmed with use 

and is quickly reaching exhaustion. I applaud your Commission's actions to free up 

additional unlicensed spectrum to alleviate this current congestion and believe you should 
take an "all of the above" approach to identifying and implementing solutions. That is w hy 

I urge yo u to commence Globalstar's requested rulemaking. Based on the information that 

I have reviewed, Globalstar has the unique ability to immediately increase the Nation's 

potential Wi-Fi capacity by a third due to its mobile satellite service spectrum being 

adjacent to the public Wi-Fi band. 
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Recently, President Obama "strongly encouraged" the FCC to expedite requests such 

as Globalstar's to provide innovative and disruptive new wireless technologies as rapidly 
as possible in order to expand America's leadership in wireless innovation. The President 

also recently announced his goal to provide true mobile broadband services to our nation's 
schools and libraries. I believe that swift action on Globalstar's petition is a good first step 
to ensuring that his ambitions objectives are met. 
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Cedric L. Richmond 
Member of Congress 


