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July 19, 2013

EX PARTE COMMUNICATION

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Notice of Ex Parte Communication in WCB Docket No. 10-90

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On July 18, 2013, Tim Nulty, Executive Director of ECFiber, Irv Thomae, Chairman of
ECFiber’s Executive Committee, and I met with Julie Veach, Carol Mattey, Michael Jacobs,
Amy Bender, Alex Menard, and Tim Stelzig of the Wireline Competition Bureau to discuss the
challenge processes for the forthcoming Phase I (second stage) and Phase II proceedings to
distribute portions of the Connect America Fund (CAF).

Messrs. Nulty and Thomae opened the meeting by describing the ECFiber fiber-to-the-
premises (FTTP) project in East Central Vermont and expressing their concern that the
Commission might subsidize the incumbent price-cap carrier to deploy DSL in census blocks in
which ECFiber intends to deploy far superior FTTP within the same time frame and without
subsidies.

The discussion then turned to the kinds of evidence that a challenger must submit to
demonstrate that areas for which a carrier seeks a CAF subsidy are served, or will be served
within the relevant period, by an unsubsidized provider. The WCB officials noted that the
Commission intends to be flexible in ruling on challenges and that challengers should provide as
much relevant information as they can.

Sincerely,

James Baller


