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July 26, 2013
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Room TW-B204
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Notice of Ex Parte in WC Docket Nos. 02-60 and 02-6

Madam Secretary:

In accordance with Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206, this letter
provides notice of an ex parte presentation in connection with the above captioned proceedings.
On July 24, 2013, Kim Lamb, OCHIN VP of Marketing, and Kim Klupenger, OCHIN VP of
Business Development and Account Management, on behalf of the Oregon Health Network
(“OHN”) (now a wholly owned subsidiary of OCHIN'), and undersigned counsel met separately
with: Nicholas Degani, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Pai; Priscilla Argeris, Legal Advisor to
Commissioner Rosenworcel; and with Linda Oliver, Deputy Chief of the Telecommunications
Access Policy Division of the Wireline Competition Bureau (“Bureau”), Attorney Advisors
Christianna Barnhardt, Mark Walker, and Maya Uppaluru, interns Jaimie Douglas and Erica
Larson, and Matt Quinn, FCC Director of Health Care Initiatives.

We thanked the Commission for its efforts establishing and implementing the Healthcare
Connect Fund and discussed OHN’s accomplishments and plans to expand using the new
program. We expressed a desire to continue to work with the Commission and USAC as it
implements the Healthcare Connect Fund and to work with the Bureau in its assessment of the
new program.”> We noted that many of OHN’s members depend heavily on OHN for technical

! Headquartered in Portland, Oregon, nonprofit OCHIN is one of the nation's largest Health Information Networks
and is recognized for its innovative use of Health IT to improve the integration and delivery of healthcare services
across a wide variety of practices. With an historical emphasis on safety net clinics and small practices, OCHIN has
expanded to include private practice provider and specialists. To date, OCHIN operates in 14 states and supports 70
health center networks and over 4,500 medical providers who serve over a 2.5 million patients.

2 See Rural Health Care Support Mechanism, WC Docket No. 02-60, Report and Order, 63 (directing the Bureau
to report to the Commission on the Healthcare Connect Fund’s rural participation rate by September 15, 2015).
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support in utilizing their RHC-supported broadband connections and that the resulting
administrative costs have continued to be a challenge for OHN and its members. We noted that
the acquisition of OHN by OCHIN has improved this picture somewhat by creating
administrative efficiencies that will better support long-term sustainability.

We reviewed the challenges OHN and one of its vendors have overcome deploying a 10 GB
fiber build in an extremely remote and mountainous part of the state. We noted how competition
had substantially reduced the cost of implementing this section of the network and how the
resulting fiber would bring needed redundancy across a wide area of the OHN network. We
explained how health care provider anchor tenants, facilitated by OHN, were supporting this
investment and how communities across a large and remote area of Oregon and California would
benefit. We noted this as an example of how the Rural Health Care program can complement the
Commission’s overall universal service objectives. We discussed the value of ensuring that
reforms to the E-rate program recognize and encourage synergies with the Rural Health Care
programs.®

We discussed the continued and growing importance of the Rural Health Care program in light
of federal mandates for Health IT and the need for maximum alignment with these other federal
programs.” By combining together, OCHIN and OHN are fostering that alignment in their own
business and among their members and customers. Finally, we stressed the importance of
allowing the Rural Health Care program to grow based on the need for affordable broadband
capable of supporting health care applications, especially in rural areas.

A copy of our presentation is enclosed. If you have any questions or require any additional
information, please contact undersigned counsel directly.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey A. Mitchell
Counsel for Oregon Health Network

Enclosure

® For example, the Commission could consider allowing E-rate support for schools and libraries purchasing services
from Rural Health Care program approved contracts. This would make reciprocal the rule that now allows health
care providers to receive RHC support when purchasing from USAC-approved E-rate master contracts. See

47 C.F.R. § 54.642(h)(5).

* OHN recognizes that certain statutory limitations at this time prevent complete alignment.
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