In a dramatic about-face on a key internet issue yesterday, Google
told the FCC that the network neutrality rules Google once
championed don’t give citizens the right to run servers on their home
broadband connections, and that the Google Fiber network is
perfectly within its rights to prohibit customers from attaching the legal
devices of their choice to its network.

At issue is Google Fiber's Terms of Service, which contains a broad
prohibition against customers attaching “servers” to its ultrafast 1
Gbps network in Kansas City.

Google wants to ban the use of servers because it plans to offer a
business class offering in the future. A potential customer, Douglas
McClendon, filed a complaint against the policy in 2012 with the FCC,
which eventually ordered Google to explain its reasoning by July 29.
In its response, Google defended its sweeping ban by citing the very
ISPs it opposed through the years-long fight for rules that require
broadband providers to treat all packets equally. It really shouldn’t be
surprising given their pact with Verizon Wireless earlier to exempt Net
Neutrality from wireless but it is disappointing.



