
August 1, 2013 
 
Dear Chairwoman Clyburn: 
 
We, representing many diverse faith traditions, write to urge you to take action to bring down the 
telephone rates paid by families and clergy who place telephone calls to prisons.   
 
As you know, currently families of prisoners must pay up to one dollar per minute for a long-
distance call to a prison, in addition to call set-up fees and other charges.  Since most prisoners 
are incarcerated far away from their homes, telephone calls are often the only link between 
someone behind bars and a supportive network in their own community.  Without ties to their 
families and community networks, inmates are at a much greater risk of returning to prison after 
their release.  
 
The cause of these exorbitant rates is disturbing.  Routinely in this country, prisons and jails 
charge very high commissions to the companies that offer secure telephone service for prisoners.  
These rates are then passed on to the families and loved one who pay for the calls.  Prisoners 
don’t have choice, they are permitted to use only the telephone company selected by the prison.  
Families bear the financial burden.   
 
Our diverse faith traditions all emphasize the importance of treating everyone in society as a 
human being worthy of grace and respect.  Maintaining ties with people in prison is, for us, a 
moral issue.  Individuals fulfilling this moral obligation, and family members desperate to speak 
with a father, a grandmother or a child, should not be burdened with a financial penalty that can 
reach hundreds of dollars per month. 
 
The time for waiting is over.  We strongly urge the Federal Communications Commission to 
adopt final rules capping interstate telephone rates as requested by the Wright petition before it 
sees its ten-year anniversary in November 2013. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Adamcik, Catholic, TN 
Debra Adams, United Church of Christ, Reading, MA 
Pastor Joseph Amico, First Congregational Church of West Brattleboro, VT, United Church of 
Christ, Fitzwilliam, NH 
Iris Anderson, Unitarian Universalist, Laguna Niguel, CA 
Rev. Kelly Barefoot, United Church of Christ, Thomasville, NC 
Marie Barker, Baptist, Rochester, NY 
Ms. Sally Barron, United Church of Christ, Laguna Beach, CA 
Claudia Baskind, Jewish, Portland, OR 
Rev. Dr. Bernice Baxter, Catholic, Philadelphia, PA 
Miya Bazley, United Church of Christ, Washington, DC 
Ms. Martha Beach, Catholic, Chapel Hill, NC 
Mrs. Becky Beavers, Baptist, Cedarpines Park, CA 
Robert Benton, Westmoreland UCC,  



Mr. Timothy Borah, United Church of Christ, Covington, KY 
Rev. Dr. Linda Brebner, Presbyterian, Rochester, NY 
Shaw Brewer, Wesley Seminary/Plumbline 
Reverend Barbara,Brown Zikmun, UCC Seneca Valley, United Church of Christ, Washington, 
DC 
Diana Burdett, United Church of Christ, Providence, RI 
Ray Bustos, United Church of Christ, Fullerton, CA 
Cynthia Butts, Baptist, Douglasville, GA 
Sara Campbell, United Church of Christ, Portland, ME 
Tracy Carnes, United Church of Christ, Cleveland, OH 
Rev. Arthur W. Christofersen, First Congregational United Church of Christ, United Church of 
Christ, Reedsburg, WI 
Howard Christofersen, United Church of Christ, United Church of Christ, Porter, IN 
Drew Colby, Wesley Seminary/Plumbline  
Ginger Comstock, United Church of Christ  
Lisa Cornwell, United Church of Christ, Northbrook, IL 
Lawrence Couch, National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, Catholic, 
Silver Spring, MD 
Tom Crowther, United Church of Christ, Lincoln, MA 
Dharma Dailey, Catholic, Haines Falls, NY 
Ms. Dorothy Dale, United Church of Christ, Bellingham, WA 
Linda Dalton, Catholic, Falmouth, MA 
Rev. Roger Dart, United Church of Christ, United Church of Christ, Deerfield, IL 
Stephanie Davis, United Church of Christ, Chicago, IL 
Rev. Deborah Dean-Ware, Church of the Good Shepherd, UCC, United Church of Christ, Ann 
Arbor, MI 
Mr. Jim Deaton, United Church of Christ, Long Beach, CA 
Robert Dell, United Church of Christ, Sandwich, IL 
Ellen DeYoung, Unitarian Universalist, Laguna Niguel, CA 
Ilsa Dickinson, United Church of Christ, Lake worth, FL 
Rev. Kent Doss, Unitarian Universalist, Laguna Beach, CA 
Rev. Brandon Duran, United Church of Christ, Lynnwood, WA 
Rev. Dr. Kathryn Dwyer, Rock Spring Congregational UCC, United Church of Christ, Arlington, 
VA 
Todd Elkins, United Church of Christ, Midland, MI 
Dr. Anne Emery, Heritage UCC,  
Kathy M. Engert, United Church of Christ, Wilmette, IL 
Ms. Heidi Evans, United Church of Christ, Portland, OR 
Dr. Alice Evans, United Church of Christ, Waitsfield, VT 
Mr. David Fields, United Church of Christ, Lebanon, CT 
Rev. Sandra Florentino, Illinois Conference of UCc, United Church of Christ, Chicago, IL 
Ruth Flower, Friends Committee on National Legislation, Historic Peace Church, ashington, DC 
Rose Fox, United Church of Christ, Dayton, OH 
Ms. Joyce Frohn, Baptist, Oshkosh, WI 
James Gallup, United Church of Christ, Scottsdale, AZ 
Rev. India Elaine Garnett, United Church of Christ, Dauphin, PA 



Pastor Dennis Gilbert, United Church of Christ, Waterloo, IL 
Rev. Carla Gilbert, United Church of Christ, United Church of Christ, berea, KY 
Br. Michael Gosh, CSV, Sisters and Brothers of Immigrants, Catholic, Arlington Heights, IL 
Rev. Donnamae Grannemann, Disciples of Christ, The Dalles, OR 
Rev. Susanna Griefen, UCC, United Church of Christ, E.Dummerston, VT 
Rev. Mr. Glen A. Halbe, United Church of Christ, Racine, WI 
Brett Harvey, Methodist, Fridley, MN 
Lucy Hess, United Church of Christ, Fort Wayne, IN 
Rev. Dr. Gordon Hills, Lutheran, Mason, OH 
Betsy Hinton, First Congregational UCC, Berea, Unitarian Universalist, Berea, OH 
Mrs. Constance Hodgkins, Medicare Preferred, United Church of Christ, Quincy, MA 
Rev. Rebecca Hoover, United Church of Christ, Reading, PA 
Ms. Barbara Hughes, United Church of Christ, Sanford, FL 
Mr. Steve Hunter, United Church of Christ, WOODBURY, MN 
Rev. Michael Ireland, United Church of Christ, Groveland, CA 
Christine Isham-Walsh, United Church of Christ, Columbia, MO 
Mary Jalloh, United Church of Christ, Poughkeepsie, NY 
The Rev. Wes Jamison, United Church of Christ, Silver Spring, MD 
Reverend Julius,Jefferson, Heritage UCC, United Church of Christ, Baltimore, MD 
Rev. Richard Johnson, United Church of Christ, Pine Grove, PA 
David Jones, Baptist, Roanoke, VA 
Mr. James H. Jorgensen, Alliance for Retired Americans, Lutheran, Ames, IA 
Ann Joseph, United Church of Christ, Chicago, IL 
Rev. Earl Kammerud, Methodist, Milwaukee, WI 
Marti Kersh, Other, Eugene, OR 
Mrs Nancy Kneip, United Church of Christ, Hampshire, IL 
Mrs. Marilyn Kohring, United Church of Christ, Dayton, OH 
Ms. Ellen Lankhorst, United Church of Christ, Milton, NH 
Mrs. Elizabeth J. Leanza, FISH of Leisure World, Maryland, Catholic, Silver Spring, MD 
The Rev. Kekapa Lee, United Church of Christ, Honolulu, HI 
Cheryl Lindsay, United Church of Christ, Orange Village, OH 
Rev. Kyle,Lovett, Church of the Crossroads, Honolulu, United Church of Christ, Honolulu, HI 
Mary Ann Martin, United Church of Christ, St. Clair, MI 
Rev. H. Allan Martling, United Church of Christ, Lansing, MI 
Rev. Gene,McCornack, United Church of Christ, United Church of Christ, Warren, MI 
Rev. Jean McCusker, United Church of Christ, Sioux Falls, SD 
Rev. Nancy McHugh, Waitsfield United Church of Christ, United Church of Christ, aitsfield, VT 
Ms. Linda Mclain, United Church of Christ, Atlanta, GA 
Bro. Brian McLauchlin, Catholic, Techny, IL 
Marcia McLaughlin, United Church of Christ, Shoreline, WA 
Alberta Mclaughlin, United Church of Christ, Greenville, NC 
Mrs. Catherine McQuaide Mossburg, United Church of Christ, Pittsburgh, PA 
Mr. Chris Mead, United Church of Christ, Southfield, MI 
Bill Mefford, United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society, Methodist, 
Washington, DC 
Rev. Dr. Don Miller, United Church of Christ, DuBois, NE 



Rev. Dr. Curt Miner, United Church of Christ, South Charleston, OH 
Jennifer Mount, Other, Tuckerman, AR 
Karen Nichols, Unitarian Universalist,  
Sister Rose Therese Nolta, Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters, Catholic, Northfield, IL 
Rev. Linda Noonan, United Church of Christ, Philadelphia, PA 
Rev. Chuck Oatman, United Church of Christ, Drumore, PA 
Verlee Owens, United Church of Christ, Sioux City, IA 
Richard Owens, United Church of Christ, Sioux City,  
Senior Pastor David Pattee, Kent United Church of Christ, United Church of Christ, Kent, OH 
Mr. William Phelan, United Church in Tallahassee, United Church of Christ, Tallahassee, FL 
Martha Phillips, United Church of Christ, Oakland, ME 
The Rev. Cecil Prescod, United Church of Christ, Portland, OR 
Reverend Geraldine Proctor United Church of Christ, st. Louis, MO 
Rev. Phil Reller, UCC, United Church of Christ, Tempe, AZ 
Ms Adele Reynolds, United Church of Christ, Seattle, WA 
Dr. Jack Rickly, United Church of Christ, Dumont, NJ 
Carolyn Roberts, UCC Seneca Valley,  
Evelyn Rose, United Church of Christ, Little Rock, AR 
Evelyn D. Rose-Jones, United Church of Christ, Little Rock, AR 
Pastor/Organizer Maria Elsie Sanchez, Pentecostal, Springfield, MA 
Catherine J. Schell, United Church of Christ,  
Rev. Valeria Schmidt, United Church of Christ, McConnellsburg, PA 
Sylvia, Schneider, Wesley Seminary/Plumbline,  
Gary Schulte, United Church of Christ, Concord, NH 
RN Case Mgr Susan Schultz, Catholic, South Lyon, MI 
Mr. Tom Sheehan, United Church of Christ, Sherrill, IA 
Archbishop Mark Shirilau, The Ecumenical Catholic Church, Catholic, Riverside, CA 
Mr. Steven Smith, Rainbow/PUSH, Washington, DC 
Warren Smith, United Church of Christ, Seattle, WA 
Rev. Courtney Stange-Tregear, Zion United Church of Christ, United Church of Christ, 
Cupertino, CA 
Mrs. Lois Swanson, United Church of Christ, South St Paul, MN 
John Syster, United Church of Christ, High Point, NC 
Rev. Jonathan Tetherly, Hampden Correctional Center, United Church of Christ, Chicopee, MA 
Rev. Larry, Turpin, United Church of Hyde Park, Presbyterian, Chicago, IL 
Rev. Timothy Tutt, Westmoreland UCC, United Church of Christ, Bethesda, MD 
Mrs. Sandra Uhl, United Church of Christ, Olmsted Twp, OH 
Mrs. LaVerne Uhte, United Church of Christ, Mill Vallley, CA 
Mrs. Melva Victorino, United Church of Christ, United Church of Christ, Garden City, NY 
Rev. Sharon VonBlohn, United Church of Christ, Milton, PA 
DouglasWalker, Wesley Seminary/Plumbline,  
Ms. Zilla Way, United Church of Christ, Anoka, MN 
Nancy William, United Church of Christ, Corvallis, OR 
Congregational C. Sara Wohlleb, Chicago New Sanctuary Coalition, United Church of Christ, 
Chicago, IL 
Karla Wolf, Catholic, Portland, OR 



Janet Wolf, Unitarian Universalist, Portland, OR 
Don Wolf, Ph.D, Catholic, Portland, OR 
Cheri Wray, United Church of Christ, mcpherson, KS 
Priscilla Wrenn, Catholic, West Barnstable, MA 
Nancy Wrenn, Unitarian Universalist, MA 
Gina Wurfel, Catholic, Richmond, VA 
Ms Doris Younger, United Church of Christ, Maplewood, NJ 
Chair Jeanne Zammataro, Prison Justice Commitee, VTCUCC, United Church of Christ, South 
Londonderry, VT 
Rev. Trina Zelle, Presbyterian Criminal Justice Network, Presbyterian, Tempe, AZ 


