PLEVNA SCHOOLS
PO Box 158
Plevna, MT 59344

Phone (406) 772-5666 ? Fax (406) 772-5548

PREPARING TODAY?S LEARNERS AND TOMORROW?S LEADERS

August 27, 2013

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing today in response to the FCC?s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking which, among other
things, proposes changes to the E-Rate program. Before delving into my response to the proposed
changes, | want to first thank the FCC for your continued support for the E-Rate program. The E-Rate
program provides critical discounts to assist schools (like mine) to obtain affordable
telecommunications and internet access.

As a very rural district we have benefitted greatly from the E-Rate program. The offsetting of costs
has allowed us to provide connectivity and infrastructure systems to assist our students with their
learning. Your responsiveness to the needs of schools and libraries through this funding should
continue to expand based upon changing technology needs and what we are required to offer our
students. We will begin computerized testing this spring which creates a necessity for bandwidth
capable of handling this requirement.

The E-Rate program is a program succeeding in its mission. As the FCC moves forward with this
NPRM, it is prudent to remain focused on the fact that E-Rate is a program that works and that any
changes to the E-Rate program should be focused on expanding a successful program that has yet to
reach its full potential. The current program, while needing some marginal updates to its structure, is
most strained by increasing demand for E-Rate-supported services and persistently low funding. The
single most effective step the FCC can take to bolster E-Rates current and future success is to
provide $5 billion in funding, an amount commensurate with current demand.

There are additional programmatic changes and restructuring that can provide additional efficiencies
and savings. To rely solely on programmatic efficiencies, however, without providing additional new



funding is a shortsighted solution, a policy that fails to address the program?s most significant
problem: inadequate funding.

| think this NPRM is an opportunity to tackle the important work of expanding a successful program.
E-Rate is not a broken program that needs to be fixed,; it is a successful program that schools and
libraries continue to rely on, a program that must continue to provide funding critical for
telecommunications and connectivity.

With the continuing demand of technology for students to be college and career ready it is vital that
we have the opportunity to expand our connectivity. E-Rate allows us the ability to provide these vital
telecommunication and connectivity opportunities.

Thank you for considering my response as you move forward with your decision on the E-Rate
program. | applaud the FCC for its continued efforts to protect the already oversubscribed E-Rate
program by ensuring the future of this successful program. | urge you to support significant increased
funding for the E-Rate program, and to ensure that the program and its limited resources are
protected and preserved.

Sincerely,

Jule Walker
Superintendent



