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Abstract 
Effects of in vivo microwave exposure on DNA strand breaks, a form of DNA damage, were 
investigated in rat brain cells. In previous research, we have found that acute (2 hours) exposure 
to pulsed (2 microseconds pulses, 500 pps) 2450-MHz radiofrequency electromagnetic radiation 
(RFR) (power density 2 mW/cm2, average whole body specific absorption rate 1.2 W/kg) caused 
an increase in DNA single- and double-strand breaks in brain cells of the rat when assayed 4 
hours post exposure using a microgel electrophoresis assay. In the present study, we found that 
treatment of rats immediately before and after RFR exposure with either melatonin (1 
mg/kg/injection, SC) or the spin-trap compound N-tert-butyl-alpha-phenylnitrone (PBN) (100 
mg/kg/injection, i.p.) blocks this effects of RFR. Since both melatonin and PBN are efficient free 
radical scavengers it is hypothesized that free radicals are involved in RFR-induced DNA damage 
in the brain cells of rats. Since cumulated DNA strand breaks in brain cells can lead to 
neurodegenerative diseases and cancer and an excess of free radicals in cells has been 
suggested to be the cause of various human diseases, data from this study could have important 
implications for the health effects of RFR exposure. 
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