| recently retired from my position as Director of Technology in a remote part of Michigan's Upper
Peninsula. Internet access is a crucial part of connecting students in this area to the rest of the world
through high quality, interactive learning experiences. The E-rate program has been an essential part of
enabling us to provide this kind of access. | urge you to increase the funding for this highly successful
program to the S5 billion level that is the average amount requested each year.



