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September 18, 20 13 

Electronic Submission 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12lh Street, SW 
Washington , D.C. 20554 

Brian Benison AT&T Services. Inc. T· 202.457.3065 
Dircctm I 120 2011

' Street. NW F: 202.457.3070 
Federal Regulatory Suite l 000 

Washington. 11C 20036 

Re: Connect America Fund; A National Broadband Plan for Our Future; Estahlishing Just and 
Reasonable Rates for Local Exchange Carriers: High-Cost Universal Service Support; 
Developing a Unified lntercarrier Compensation Regime; Federal-State Joint Board on 
Universal Service; Lifeline and Link-Up; Universal Service Reform - Mobility Fund, WC 
Docket Nos. 10-90,07-135,05-337,03- 109, CC Docket Nos. 01-92,96-45, GN Docket No. 09-
5 1, WT Docket No. I 0-208 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On September 16th, Kimberly Meola, Jack Habiak, Christi Shewman, and I of AT&T Services, 
Inc. met with Kalpak Gude, John Hunter, Randy Clarke. Pam Arluk, Tom Parisi and Doug 
Slatten of the Wireline Competition Bureau. During the meeting, we di scussed problems related 
to traffic pumping growth related to excessive mileage in states with centralized equal access 
(CEA) rings. We also noted that some CEA providers have not moved intrastate rates into parity 
with interstate rates. The attached presentations formed the basis of the discussion. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Pursuant to section 1.1 206 of the Commission's rules. thi s 1eller is being filed electronicall y wi th 
the Commission. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Brian 1. Benison 

cc: Kalpak Gude 
John Hunter 
Randy Clarke 
Pam Arluk 
Tom Parisi 
Doug Slotten 
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Traffic Pumping - Drivers 

~ Captive transport driving current schemes 
~ No indication this problem will be resolved when end 

office rates go to bill-and-keep 
~ CEA arrangements limit ability to manage issue 

~ Transport alternatives resisted 
~ Common ownership interests of CLECs/LECS/CEAs 

reduce incentives for B2B solutions 
~ Mileage schemes driving rates that will continue to 

foster traffic pumping 



Transport Examples 
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CEA Issues 

Y CEAs in IA and SD assert that the new rules do not apply to 
them and have failed to adjust intra/interstate transport 
rates per steps 1 and 2 of the reform order. 

~ Given the problems related to CEAs in terms of both traffic 
pumping and failure to comply with ICC reform, the 
Commission should re-examine the continuing need for 
CEAs in light of access reform. 


