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October 24, 2013 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 

Re: FiberTower Corp., WC Docket Nos. 12-334 and 13-9 and 
 Call Signs Listed on Exhibit A  
 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 On October 22, 2013, the undersigned, along with Joseph Sandri and Christopher Naoum 
of FiberTower Corp. (“FiberTower”), met with John Schauble and Stephen Buenzow of the 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau regarding the relationship between the discontinuance 
notifications submitted by FiberTower in the above-referenced proceedings and the licenses 
listed on Exhibit A.  In response to questions posed by staff during the meeting, FiberTower 
provides the following clarifications: 
 
 1.  The 11 GHz, 18 GHz, and 23 GHz licenses that FiberTower once used for its legacy 
point-to-point network, and that FiberTower has since tendered for cancellation to the 
Commission, represent the entire set of licenses for the facilities subject to the discontinuance 
notifications filed by FiberTower on November 9, 2012 and December 4, 2012.  For the sake of 
clarity, these licenses are separate and distinct from the wide-area licenses authorized to 
FiberTower at 24 GHz and 39 GHz, which were not the intended subject of those notifications.   
 
 2.  As for the active 49 wide-area licenses authorized to FiberTower at 24 GHz and 39 
GHz that are not subject to the Application for Review and Petition for Reconsideration pending 
before the Commission, FiberTower submitted construction notifications for each of those 
licenses that demonstrate substantial service using constructed systems.  FiberTower has no 
plans to permanently discontinue service under these licenses; to the contrary, these licenses are 
a critical element of the Chapter 11 restructuring currently underway before the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Northern District of Texas.  As FiberTower explained in a letter to the Commission 
dated July 19, 2012, two days after filing for bankruptcy, “FiberTower cannot successfully 
reorganize its business” unless it retains a substantial number of its licenses at 24 and 39 GHz.  
See Exhibit B.   
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3.  Over the past fifteen months, FiberTower diligently has pursued a plan of 

reorganization centered around its 24 GHz and 39 GHz licenses, while also planning for a worst-
case scenario in which it might not be able to line up new investors and thus effectuate a 
reorganization.  After lining up two new equity investors, FiberTower recently submitted a 
Disclosure Statement in the bankruptcy proceeding expressly “propos[ing] to reorganize and 
emerge from [bankruptcy] with a business plan focused around forty-nine (49) active FCC 
licenses (in thirty-five (35) markets) that have been renewed by the FCC.”  Disclosure Statement 
for Debtors’ Joint Chapter 11 Plan at 18, In re FiberTower Network Services Corp., No. 12-
44027-DML-11 (Bankr. N.D. Tex. Sep. 16, 2013).  As the Disclosure Statement makes clear, 
FiberTower “intend[s] to continue the development and utilization of [its] 24 GHz and 39 GHz 
Spectrum Portfolio by working with established telecommunication equipment providers to 
create products incorporating the spectrum for carrier and government customers, making its 
spectrum available for lease to other service providers and seeking to develop other alternative 
uses.”  Id. at 29.   

 
4.  Efforts to develop equipment, acquire test beds, and lease the spectrum rights 

provided by these active 24 and 39 GHz licenses have continued during the reorganization.  For 
example, a recent spectrum lease agreement with Vivint Wireless that utilizes all 49 of these 
licenses facilitates Vivint’s ability to provide wireless internet access to residential and business 
customers at speeds higher than 50 Mbps in most of Vivint’s service areas—a deal that received 
the full backing of FiberTower’s new investors.  See Letter of Luke Langford, COO, Vivint 
Wireless, to Acting Chairwoman Mignon Clyburn, ULS File Nos. 0005207557 et al. (Sep. 25, 
2013).   

 
In sum, this past, present, and planned future activity under FiberTower’s active 24 and 

39 GHz licenses plainly demonstrates the absence of any intention to permanently discontinue 
service under these licenses.   
 
 Please contact the undersigned with any further questions. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
         /s/  
 
John P. Janka 
James H. Barker 
Matthew T. Murchison 
LATHAM &  WATKINS LLP 
555 Eleventh Street, NW 
Suite 1000 
Washington, DC 20004 
 
Counsel for FiberTower Corp. 
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CERTIFICATION 
 

 I, Joseph M. Sandri, Jr., have reviewed the foregoing letter, and the facts described 
therein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 
 

 /s/    
Joseph M. Sandri, Jr. 
Senior Vice President 
Regulatory and Government Affairs 
FiberTower Corp. 

 
Dated: October 24, 2013 



 

 

Exhibit A 
 
WMF850 
WQCJ304 
WMT307 
WPNG641 
WMT336 
WMT348 
WPNH290 
WMT312 
WMT338 
WPNA437 
WPQV578 
WPND776 
WPQV681 
WPNA435 
WPQV865 
WPNE711 
WPNH841 
WPNH846 
WPNE710 
WPNE239 
WPNE936 
WPNE372 
WPNG295 
WPNE369 
WPQV636 
WPQV662 
WPNA679 
WPNE708 
WPQV580 
WPNA623 
WPNG953 
WPNG308 
WPNA622 
WPND649 
WPNE713 
WPNE255 
WPNE253 
WPND674 
WPNG297 
WPND652 
WPNA522 
WPNH527 
WPND836 
WPNE715 
WPNH555 
WPNE938 
WPNE373 
WPND676 
WPQV836 
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