
  

 

 

 

September 13, 2013 
 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Room TW-A325 
Washington DC  20554 
 
Appeal – CC Docket 02-6 

 

 

 USAC Appeal Decision Date:  May 30, 2013 
 Form 471 Number:  798959 

FRN Numbers:  2177254, 2177707, 2177731 and 2177797 
Funding Year:  2011 

Billed Entity Name:  Hanover Public Schools 
BEN:  120605 
Service Providers, respectively:  Verizon MA, Verizon MA, Verizon Long Distance 
and ATT Mobility 
SPIN Numbers respectively:  143001291, 143001291, 143030795 and 143025240 

 
Contact Information: 

                        Name:             A. Francis Finnell 

                                                Interim Business Manager 

  Address:  188 Broadway 
Hanover, MA  02339 

  Phone:  781-878-0786 
  Fax:  781-871-3374 
  e-mail:  sfinnell@hanoverschools.org 
 

Funding Commitment Decision Letter:  The Funding Commitment Decision Letter is dated 
November 8, 2011.  A Form 486 had been filed on April 10, 2013.   

Requested Action:  We request that USAC reconsider our application and grant approval to a 
Service Start Date of 07/01/2011.  By the way, the SLD Hotline advised that we file an appeal 
directly with the FCC and not with USAC because the issue has to with erate rules in 
relationship to the correct filing date 

Our basis for this appeal: 

In 2011 the Director of Technology was responsible for filing the erate forms for the Hanover 
Public Schools.  Administration would check on him to determine his progress and he would 
reply that the “erate process was under control”.  In the last quarter of 2012 the Administration 
realized that “erate was not under control” in addition to other aspects of his position not being 
performed adequately. This man was let go.  There have been a number of role changes and two 
other people have been appointed to assist in the erate process from the district.  Subsequently, 



the district hired BTU Consultants to oversee the erate program.  BTU Consultants pointed out 
that the Form 486 was 10 months late in being filed and would like to file an appeal to request 
that as a result of a former employee’s mistakes, we would like a chance to correct those 
mistakes.  

We are presenting no new evidence here.  We are simply escalating our original arguments to the 
FCC Appeal level.  The basis of the appeal is the reorganization of staff in the district.  The Form 
486was filed on April 10, 2013.  The response from USAC was “Not Funded” because the From 
486 was filed so late. This appeal is to request approval for a Service Start Date of 7/1/2011 as a 
result of complete upper management reorganization at the end of the Funding Year 2011. 

Summary: 

The SLD’s funding denial represents a significant out of pocket loss to the district in the cap 
amount of $24,210.91.  Hanover Public Schools would make good use of those dollars for the 
students in the district.   You can see that the district did not have a conscientious person in 
charge of the erate filing.  The district has since made efforts to identify and correct that 
problem.  The district has indicated its commitment to the erate program by hiring an outside 
consultant so that the erate program does not “fall through the cracks”. Hanover Public Schools 
would appreciate the opportunity to file the Form 486 in a timely manner and then file the BEAR 
forms. We request that the SLD re-consider this application based on the evidence included in 
this appeal. 
 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

(filed electronically via SLD website) 

A. Francis Finnell 
 Interim Business Manager 
Hanover Public Schools 
Phone:  781-878-0786 
Email:  sfinnell@hanoverschools.org 

Attachments below: 

1. FCDL dated 11.08.2011 
2. USAC denial response to the SLD appeal – we do not have a copy of it because the 

contact person has left.  We learned of this through the SDL Hotline. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

This was the only page of three that we could find.   

 


