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Free Press appreciates this opportunity to meet with Chairman Wheeler as he embarks on his
tenure. We also appreciate the tone set during his first two weeks, with his unyielding focus on
promoting competition, preserving strong networks, and putting public airwaves to good use.

Free Press shares the same goals, working for policies that foster an open Internet, broadband
choices and diverse media voices. Our democracy and economy depend on these tools we use
to connect and communicate with each other, and on the Commission’s success in meeting the
priorities below.

Preserve the Public Network during the “IP Transition” and Beyond. We agree with Chairman
Wheeler’s declaration that networks must work for everyone, and that changes in technology
do not change users’ rights. Broadband is the basic telecommunications platform of this
century. Technological progress has expanded the public network’s capabilities, but it has not
altered the natural monopoly realities of the last-mile nor eradicated the need for
nondiscriminatory interconnection. The FCC has the authority and obligation, under existing
law, to keep this infrastructure open and affordable for all. It should clarify and use that
authority to preserve these fundamental principles like nondiscrimination, interconnection and
competition, on a technology neutral and forward-thinking basis.

Promote Media Diversity and Return the Airwaves to Public Use. We need a media system
that reflects our nation’s diversity, and the FCC has the mandate to make broadcasting more
local and accountable. Chairman Wheeler should improve and actually enforce the FCC’s rules
to enable more diverse ownership of radio and TV stations. A wave of consolidation has made it
all but impossible for new entrants and small station groups to survive. The FCC should stop
companies from breaking the law and evading ownership limits with their use of “shared
services agreements” that produce less original news and less competition in media markets
around the country.

Provide Better Wired and Wireless Broadband Choices. We agree with Chairman Wheeler’s
conclusion that the FCC is a pro-competition agency, and that competition does not always
flourish by itself. There are many ways the Commission can spur competition, which is key to
promoting lower prices, improving service and expanding access for underserved communities.
It starts by striking the right balance in the incentive auction. The Commission can and should
promote competition among carriers by adopting sensible spectrum aggregation policies while
simultaneously opening up more spectrum for unlicensed uses.

We are encouraged by Chairman Wheeler’s early statements about his commitment to the
public interest, and encourage him to go out and talk to people around the country. One of
the first things he and the other commissioners should do is get outside the Beltway, meet
face to face with the people they’'ve been appointed to serve, and learn more about how
these policies affect their lives.



