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God’s Word

Relationships

Re: Petition for exemption from the closed captioning rules

First United Methodist Church is hereby petitioning an exemption from the closed caption
requirements for the program “Ten O’clock Worship Service”. Closed captioning would result
in a significant difficulty and expense to the church. Our sole video programming distributor,
WIHG-TV, currently has the capability of this service at a yearly cost of $16,000.00. We have
also obtained numerous quotes from other individual companies that provide this service. The
quotes are from $11,960 - $23,400.00 per year, plus the set-up fees which are from $1000.00 -
$1600.00. This would be in addition to our existing yearly cost of $35,100.00 airtime fee and
the salaries of $18,200.00 . We have asked WJHG for assistance in waiving of the closed
captioning fees which they have rejected. Please find attached photos of a bulletin that we have
prominently displayed to search for television sponsors and captioning assistance. (Note lack of
entries for the remainder of the year.) We have been placing calls for help in the church
newsletter and bulletins as well as mass e-mails to members for several months.

Due to decreasing sponsorship from our ageing congregation, this increase would be an undue
financial burden and would surely cause us to lose our TV broadcast of 43 years. We are one of
the longest running church broadcasts in the country. Donations towards the program do not
cover all operating expenses, and the program has always been intended as a service to the
community.

First United Methodist Church is a non-profit organization that supports all of its ministries
solely through contributions of its members. FUMC operates under a 501c3 tax status and
supports the broadcast called “Ten O’clock Worship Service” which airs weekly on our local
NBC affiliate, WIHG — TV. This program is a blessing to the community as is expressed on a
daily basis from people who are physically unable to attend church and many elderly and
disabled people.

As shown by the petition and its attachments, the commission should grant a waiver of the
closed captioning requirements in this case, because requiring closed captioning would create an
undue burden. The cost of the captioning would be excessively high and would have a
significant impact on the Petitioner’s operations. Because of the significant difficulty and added
expense a waiver is warranted.

Steve Rascoe Respectfully submitted,

Senior Pastor
Shoe

Steve Rascoe
Senior Pastor
Rudy Olivo
Associate Pastor Bmh{ atfwr farﬂ

smz tmmtfm Esther 4:14




Federal Communications Commission Received & Inspected
Washington, D.C. 20554
g 0CT 25 2013

September 26, 2013 FCC Mail Room

First United Methodist Church
Attn: Steve Rascoe, Senior Pastor
903 East Fourth St.

Panama City, FL 32401

Re:  Case Identifier: CGB-CC-0239
Petition for Closed Captioning Exemption
Request for Supplemental Information

Dear Pastor Rascoe:

This letter concerns your Petition for Exemption from the Federal Communications
Commission’s (“FCC’s”) closed captioning requirements. The FCC’s Consumer & Governmental
Affairs Bureau (Bureau”) placed your Petition on public notice for comment on September 6, 2012
After reviewing the comments received in response to your Petition and similar petitions, the Bureau
has determined that additional and updated information, as set forth below, is required to enable us to
determine whether the programming noted in your Petition should be exempted from the FCC’s
closed captioning requirements because captioning such programming would be economically
burdensome to your organization. While we recognize that you may have provided some of the
material described below, we request that you carefully review the list of requested information, and
make sure that all previously submitted information is complete and brought up-to-date, as indicated
below, to be fully responsive to this itemized list.

Accordingly, for the Bureau to complete its consideration of your Petition, we request that
you provide the following supplemental information by October 28, 2013 which is thirty (30) days
from the date of this letter.

+ Name of the programming for which an exemption is requested. Provide the specific name of

each program for which you request an exemption. Petitions that request an exemption for an
entire channel of video programming must identify the channel for which an exemption is
requested.

+ The nature and cost of the closed captibns for the programming. Provide information about
your organization’s costs associated with closed captioning each specific program for which

you are requesting an exemption, and your efforts to find companies that can provide
captioning at a reasonable cost.

o Include documentation for two or more recent quotes you received from closed
captioning services to provide closed captioning specifically for each program.
“Recent” means a quote you obtained within one year of the date of this letter.

o For each of the quotes received, include an estimate of your annual cost to caption
your program(s). For example, multiply the cost to caption each of your program
episodes by the number of program episodes to be produced in one year.




o In addition to providing the quotes described above, if you have considered buying
equipment to produce the closed captioning yourself, provide information about the
costs to purchase and maintain the equipment and for any costs associated with hiring
personnel to operate the equipment for one year.

* The impact of captioning on your programming activities. Explain in sufficient detail the

impact that having to provide closed captioning will have on your programming activities.
For example, describe the extent to which your program(s) might not continue to be shown if
you are required to provide captions.

+  Your financial resources.

o Provide information about all income and all expenses for your organization, as
follows: -

0 Provide a statement of all income (cash receipts) and all expenses (cash
disbursements) for the two most recent completed calendar or fiscal years.
Cash receipts include money received from all sources for your entire
organization, not just the video program(s). Cash disbursements include
money paid for purchases, expenses, and settlement of obligations throughout
the year for your entire organization, not just the video program(s). List,
describe, and provide the dollar amount for each type of cash receipt and cash
disbursement for the tw¢ most recent completed calendar or fiscal years. Cash
receipts and cash disburseéments may each be subtotaled. You must provide a
total net dollar amount (sometimes called a surplus or deficit, or profit or loss)
for all cash receipts and all cash disbursements.

0 Provide audited financial statements or an accountant’s compilation of
financial statements for the two most recent completed calendar or fiscal years.
If such statements are not available, provide complete federal income tax
returns, including all attachments, for your organization for the two most
recent completed calendar or fiscal years. If your organization is a sole

. ploprietorship, provide personal tax returns for the. two most recent completed

calendar or fiscal years. Redact (black out) sensitive information, such as
account numbers and soc:al security numbers, before submitting personal tax
returns or other documentation.

o Provide information about the current assets and current liabilities of your overall
organization, as follows:

0 Provide a statement of all current assets and current liabilities of the overall
organization as of the last day of the two most recent completed calendar or
fiscal years. List, describe, and provide the dollar amount for each type of
current asset and current liability so listed. This requirement may be satisfied
by providing complete balance sheets as of the last days of the two most recent
completed calendar or fizcal years.



You may also provide other information that you deem relevant to our determination of your
exemption request pertaining to the impact that captioning will have on your program or
programming activities and any available alternatives that might constitute a reasonable substitute for
the closed captioning requirements including, but not limited to, text or graphic display of the content

of the audio portion of the programming.

Because of the public nature of FCC proceedings, your submission, as well as any supporting
financial or other information provided, will be available for inspection by the general public. If your
submission contains some specific information. that you would like not to be made routinely available
for public inspection, you may request its “confidential treatment, pursuant to FCC rules. (See 47
C.F.R. §0.459.). If you seek such treatment, you must identify the specific information which you
would not like to be made available to the general public and provide the basis for your request, for
example, that the information is proprietary financial information, contains a trade secret, or is legally
privileged. Also describe how disclosing the information to the general public may cause you
substantial competitive harm. You must also submit a second version of your submission with the
confidential information redacted (removed or blacked out). This second version must be submitted
along with your request for confidential treatment. The redacted version (i.e., the version that does
not contain the confidential information) will be disclosed publicly. If your request for confidential
treatment is granted, the “public version” of your submission must still contain sufficient
documentation to support your claim that closed captioning would be economically burdensome.

This documentation is needed so that members of the public have notice of the basis for your
exemption request and can comment on its merits. :

If the Bureau determines that your Petition, as supplemented by your response to this letter,
provides sufficient information upon which to make a determination of whether or not to grant a
closed captioning exemption, we will again place your Petition on public notice under Docket No.
06-181 at http:/fjallfoss.fcc.gov/ecfs. Members of the public will then have 30 days to file
comments on and/or oppositions to your Petition, including the supplemental information you have
provided in response to this letter, after which you will have 20 days to respond. At the end of this
timeframe, the Bureau will review your Petition, along with any comments and responses received, to
determine whether you have demonstrated that providing closed captions would be economically
burdensome. If Bureau denies your Petition, you will have ninety (90) days from the date of your

notification of the denial to begin captioning.

If you do not supplement your Petltmn with all of the updated information and
docamentation requested in this letter within thirty (30) days of the date of this letter, we will
conclude that you have failed to support your exemption request with adequate explanation
and evidence, and will dismiss your Petition. in the event of such dismissal, your organization
will be required to begin providing closed captioning for your program(s) within ninety (90)
days of the date of our notification to you that your Petition has been dismissed.

If you have questions pertaining to this letter or the information and materials requested
herein, please contact the FCC’s Disability nghts Office at captioningexemption@fcc.gov.

Ccnsumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau
cc: Commenters to Petition



Instructions for Filing a Supplemeni to a Closed Captioni;ig Exemption Petition

You must send the FCC an original and two (2) copies of the information supplementing your
previously filed petition for a closed captioning exemption. Filings must be delivered by hand or
messenger service, commercial overnight courier, or by first class or overnight U.S. Postal Service

mail.

For delivery by hand or messenger service, U.S. Postal Service mail, including express mail, priority
mail, and first class mail, please use the following address:

Office of the Secretary '

Federal Communications Commission * !

Attention: Disability Rights Office, Room 3-C438 '

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

For commercial overnight mail, such as Federal Express or United Parcel Service, please use the
following address:

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

Attention: Disability Rights Office, Room 3-C438
9300 East Hampton Drive

Capitol Heights, MD 20743

\
Electronic filing and faxes of supplements to petitions will not be accepted at this time.
Please wait at least two weeks before contacting FCC staff to make inquiries about whether your

supplement has been received. You must include your case identifier number, which is located at
the top of this letter, in all correspondence with the FCC regarding your petition.



YEAR

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

BUDGET INCOME

January February March April May June July August September  October November December  Year-to-date
2012 80,909.97 64,964.68]  78,242.90 87,355.15 - : 311,472.70
2011 84,636.86 68,375.53 63,860.75 73,219.55| 84,557.37| 57,426.88 96,744.86] 57,844.50] 60,168.82] 101,504.45| 65,282.91{ 42,668.03 . 856,290.51
2010 78,233.98 78,338.28 75,097.86 71,121.37} 76,862.54] 64,896.53 77,365.82| 78,718.61| 72,399.61| 87,914.91f 56,663.01| 126,606.56 944,219.08
2009 69,236.54 85,035.82F 121,951.60 77,.913.55} 76,291.46] 64,975.21 67,191.18] 86,294.89] 67,276.57f 63,777.98f 84,537.09] 93,625.83 958,107.72
BUDGET EXPENDITURES
YEAR  January February March April May June July August September  October November December  Year-to-date
2012| 104,086.51 82,917.05;] 101,943.94] 100,024.92 : 388,972.42
2011 82,316.89 64,816.03 74,137.88 92,300.57| 78,686.95| 61,759.31 91,627.04] 66,111.03] 64,954.32] 95,823.29| 59,007.47| 34,287.62 865,828.40
2010 90,540.34 75,857.07 76,286.20 90,204.15| 72,465.99| 86,146.92 71,710.03| 76,389.66| 112,034.24| 61,001.31| 63,158.22| 68,419.51 944,213.64
2009 89,109.99 68,494.58 70,075.92 96,899.13] 71,192.87| 68,578.85 106,617.40} 73,000.84{ 100,795.51] 78,989.23] 57,533.52] 72406.54 953,694.38
BUDGET PERFORMANCE
FACTOR January February March April May June July Augrust September October November December Year-to-date
BUDGET [ 101,915.58] 101,915.58] 101,915.58] 101,915.58] 101,915.58] 101,915.58 101,915.58] 101,915.58] 101,915.58] 101,915.58] 101,915.58] 101,915.58 1,222,986.96
INCBUD | (21,005.61)] (36,950.90)1 (23,672.68)] (14,560.43 : (96,189.62)}
BUD-EXP 2,170.93 (18,998.53)[ 28.36) (1,890.66) 1]8,689.90)]
INC-EXP | (23,176.54)] (17,952.37)] (23,701.04)] (12,669.77)] (77,499.72))

Total for Budget 2012: $1,222,987.00



FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
BUDGET INCOME
YEAR January February March April May June July August September October November December Year-to-date
2011 84,636.86] 68,375.53] 63,860.75| 73,219.55! 84,557.37 57,426.88 96,744.86] 57,844.50| 60,168.82] 101,504.45| 65,282.91| 89,071.72 902,694.20
2010 78,233.98/ 78,338.28] 75,097.86| 71,121.37| 76,862.54 64,896.53 77,365.82| 78,718.61| 72,399.61] 87,914.91| 56,663.01] 126,606.56 944,219.08
2009 69,236.54] 85,035.82] 121,951.60] 77,913.55] 76,291.46 64,975.21 67,191.18] 86,294.89] 67,276.57] 63,777.98] 84,537.09f 93,625.83 958,107.72
2008 66,106.13] 76,097.96] 116,383.91] 81,976.89] 69,940.66 79,695.28 80,213.46] 84,817.66] 78,101.64] 86,772.90] 80,943.91] 124,474.00 1,025,524.40
BUDGET EXPENDITURES
YEAR  January February March April May June July August September  October November December  Year-to-date
2011 82,316.89| 64,816.03{ 74,137.88] 92,300.57] 78,686.95 61,759.31 91,627.04] 66,111.03] 64,954.32| 95,823.29| 59,007.47] 70,161.98 901,702.76
2010 90,540.34| 75,857.07| 76,286.20] 90,204.15{ 72,465.99 86,146.92 71,710.03] 76,389.66] 112,034.24] 61,001.31| 63,158.22 ' 875,794.13
2009 89,109.99] 68,494.58] 70,075.92] 96,899.13] 71,192.87 68,578.85 106,617.40f 73,000.84] 100,795.51] 78,989.23] 57,533.52] 72406.54 953,694.38
2008 96,960.12] 69,500.66] 122,130.77} 83,370.41] 69,064.19] 121,110.35 90,731.73] 87,312.33] 122,727.33] 64,186.60] 50,949.59] 57,156.16 1,035,200.24
BUDGET PERFORMANCE
FACTOR January February  March April May June July August September October November December Year-to-date
BUDGET 83,332.42F 83,332.42] 83,332.42] 83,332.42] 83,332.42 83,332.42 83,332.42] 83,332.42] 83,332.42] 83,332.42] 83,332.42 83,332.42r 999,989.04
WC BUD 1,304.44] (14,956.89)] (19,471.67)) (10,112.87) 1,224.95] (25,905.54)] 13,412.44} (25,487.92)] (23,163.60)] 18,172.03] (18,049.51) 5,739.30‘ (97,294.84))
BUD-EXP (1,015.53) (18,516.39)| (9,194.54)| 8,968.15] (4,645.47)} (21,573.11)[ 8,294.62] (17,221.39)] (18,378.10)] 12,490.87] (24,324.95)] (13,170.44) Q8,286.28)|
INC-EXP 2,319.97]  3,559.50] (10,277.13)] (19,081.02)] 5.870.42] (4,332.43)]  5,117.82] (8,266.53)] (4,785.50)] 5,681.16] 6,275.44] 18,909.74 991.44}

Total for Budget 2011: $999,989.12



First United Methodist Church

e , 903 East Fourth Street

F ocused on Panama City, Florida 32401

Christ
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R cacting May 17, 2012
All Ages
S To whom it may concern:
pirit -Centered
Relationships The attached documentation is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and contains all
T . required documentation that was requested for granting of a closed captioning exemption for
eaching First United Methodist Church of Panama City Florida.
God’s Word

Thank you for your consideration.

Laurie Rodriguez

Finance Director/Administrator
First United Methodist Church
Panama City, FL.
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Steve Rascoe
Senior Pastor

First United Methodist Church

903 East Fourth Street
Panama City, Florida 32401

Office 850-763-6537 or Fax 850-785-1421
www.fume-pc.org

May 17, 2012

To whom it may concern:

The attached documentation is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and contains all

- required documentation that was requested for granting of a closed captioning exemption for

First United Methodist Church of Panama City Florida.

Thank you for your consideration.
Laurie Rodriguez
Finance Director/Administrator

First United Methodist Church
Panama City, FL.
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Laurie Rodriguez

From: John Daniel [jdjddjdj@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, May 09, 2012 2:04 PM

To: Laurie Rodriguez

Subject: Fwd: ATTN: John Daniel - Re: Closed Captioning Petition CGB-CC-0239
---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Roger Holberg <Roger.Holberg@fcc.gov>

Date: Wed, May 9, 2012 at 1:37 PM

Subject: ATTN: John Daniel - Re: Closed Captioning Petition CGB-CC-0239
To: "jdjddidi@gmail.com" <jdijddjdi@gmail.com>

Cc: captioningexemption <captioningexemption@fcc.gov>

This is in response to your e-mail inquiry regarding the above-referenced petition for an exemption from the Commission's
closed captioning requirements. You asked about the requirement for the petition to provide verification that you have
sought captioning assistance from your program's distributor. Your e-mail is correct that your program distributor would
be the station on which you air your programming - in this case WJHG-TV. You also ask if you need a written
confirmation from the station that you sought, and were denied, such assistance. We do not require such documentation
regarding this item. Petitioners simply have to verify that they sought the assistance and the station was willing, or, as the
case may be, unwilling to provide such assistance. Since petitions must be accompanied by an affidavit or, alternatively,
be signed under penalty of perjury, that type of statement alone would be sufficient and no documentation from the station
is necessary. If you have such documentation and want to provide it is a decision for you to make but we would not
require that type of submission. Nor is there any specified language necessary. All that is necessary is to state that you
are verifying that you have sought assistance with the cost of captioning from your program distributor and that your
distributor was unable to provide such assistance. You can provide further details if you would iike (e.g., the date you
sought the assistance, who you spoke with) but that is for you to determine and we do not require such information.

| hope this is helpful.
Roger Holberg
Attorney - Disability Rights Office



Laurie Rodriﬂez

From: John Daniel [jdjddjdj@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, May 09, 2012 2:05 PM

To: Laurie Rodriguez

Subject: Fwd: Clarification request - captioning requirements..
---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: John Daniel <jdjddjdj@gmail.com>

Date: Wed, May 9, 2012 at 11:53 AM

Subject: Clarification request - captioning requirements..
To: captioningexemption@fcc.gov

Hello.
My name is John Daniel, I am the television director for First United Methodist Church in Panama City, FL.

Case ID CGB-CC-0239

I am contacting you today seeking clarification concerning our closed captioning waiver rejection.

Our letter indicated that our petition did not adequately address section 3:

"Verification that the petitioner has sought closed captioning assistance (e.g. funding services.) from it's video
programming distributor; also the extent to which such assistance has been provided or rejected"

I am reading this to say in other, layman's words, "Has First United Methodist Church, contacted our
distributor: WJHG - TV Channel 7 - (our one and only output source) to see if they will help defray the costs of
providing Closed Captioning services.?" Am I interpreting this correctly?

The answer to that question to WJHG would be yes, we have contacted them, and no, they will not help defray
the cost, but referred us to the company they use to do closed captioning.

If I am on the right track as to the meaning, how should I proceed and word this when sending our petition back

to the FCC?
also, do I need to have this rejection of help from WIHG in writing?

thanks very much for your time, please feel free to call or email me me if I can be of any help or clarify my
questions any further..

John Daniel

Television Director

First United Methodist Church,
Panama City, FL

email: jdjddidi@gmail.com




TV Ministry Worksheet 2012

~ Date Name Dedication
1/1/2012 K Knox Family Ken,Pat, Brian, Christina & Kelly Knox-loving memory Mary L Knoy
1/8/2012|Lloyd Rayford/Eugenia and William/June Lloyd-honor of Lillie Lloyd
1/15/2012 |Herr/Beach Honor of Church staff-Pat/Dick Beach & Travis/Yvette Herr
1/22/2012|Asbury Bible To the Glory of God
1/29/2012 |Anonymous To God be the glory-thanks to all staff and volunteers
2/5/2012|Kennon Dental To God be the Glory
2/12/2012|Anonymous In honor of Presidents past and present
2/19/2012|Full Commercial Fuli commercial sponsor list - see below
2/26/2012|1/2 commercial 1/2 commercial sponsors - see below
3/4/2012{Kennon Dental To the Glory of God
3/11/2012 |Full Commercial Full commercial sponsor list - see below
3/18/2012|Marshall
3/25/2012|Ted/Gerry Wilson *
4/1/2012 |Quest Bible/G Spell
4/8/2012 |E & M Spiva memory of his sister
4/15/2012|J Tweedy memory Powell
4/22/2012|Shipwreck Island memory J Lark Sr
4/29/2012|F & P Syfrett
5/6/2012 | Derrill/Janice Delk *
5/13/2012|B Carter-Hill
5/20/2012|R & E Lloyd honor of L Lloyd
5/27/2012 Kennon Dental
6/3/2012|Full Commercial
6/10/2012{1/2 Commercial
6/17/2012
6/24/2012
7/1/2012
7/8/2012
7/15/2012
7/22/2012{
7/29/2012 |Fred/Betty Crosby In honor of our 50th wedding anniversary




TV Ministry Worksheet 2012

Date Name ' Dedication

8/5/2012

8/12/2012

8/19/2012

8/26/2012

9/2/2012

9/9/2012

9/16/2012

9/23/2012

9/30/2012

10/7/2012

10/14/2012

10/21/2012

10/28/2012

11/4/2012

11/11/2012

11/18/2012

11/25/2012

12/2/2012

12/9/2012

12/16/2012

12/23/2012

12/30/2012

*»* COMMERCIAL SPONSORS FOR 2012:

|C & G Sporting Goods - Ronnie and Jane Groom

Anderson & Associates - Lavoy Anderson

Adams Pharmacy - Ray and Mary Sue Adams

Merrill Lynch - Robert and Janice Fleming

Kennon Dental - Branch and Pam Kennon

***4/2 COMMERCIAL SPONSORS FOR 2012:

Abbott Appraisal - Walter and Barbara Abbott

Raymond James - Henry and Bess Hooks

AMW Trailers - Lynn and Darlene Paul

Hallmark Flowers - Lorie and Martha Ann McElheney




TV Ministry Worksheet 2011

Date Name

1/2/2011 |Full Commercial Sponsors

1/9/2011|Amazing Grace/G. Spell

1/16/2011|Janet Harper

1/23/2011|Lavoy Anderson

1/30/2011 honor of S Hammond

2/6/2011|Buell Harper

2/13/2011|E. and M. Spiva

2/20/2011|J. and M Marshall

2/27/2011,G Spell

3/6/2011|A Swigler

3/13/2011|J Tweedy

3/20/2011Middlemas Acentria Ins.

3/27/2011|Full Commercial

4/3/2011|G Spell

4/10/2011|W and G Lindsey(Sonny's)

4/17/2011|Full Commercial

4/24/2011|G Spell/ N Poyner

5/1/2011|Bay Bank (Clay Lewis)

5/8/2011|P Finucane (anonymous)

5/15/2011|D and N Locher

5/22/2011|Claussen/Owen

5/29/2011|L Burlseon

6/5/2011|Billy Lark (shipwreck)

6/12/2011|BJ and C Russeli

6/19/2011|B Kearney

6/26/2011|G Spell/Delk

7/3/2011|T Michael (pre-empt)

7/10/2011 K and J Hall/Garrison

- 7/117/2011|T and J Wilson

7/24/2011|Williams/Spell

7/31/2011|G Spell (anonymous)




TV Ministry Worksheet 2011

Date

Name

8/7/2011

T Michael

8/14/2011

Asbury Bible

8/21/2011

Lippincott/Churchwell

8/28/2011

Lillie Pennington Bible

9/4/2011

Dusseault

9/11/2011

H Hoerner

9/18/2011

A Bruce

9/25/2011

T Michael (from Pre-empt)

10/2/2011

S Jenkins/B and J Tweedy

10/9/2011

J Tannehill (anonymous)

10/16/2011

G Spell

10/23/2011

B Owen (anonymous)

10/30/2011

D and J Delk

11/6/2011

S and J Rascoe

11/13/2011

BJ and C Russell

11/20/2011

G Spell (anonymous

11/27/2011

12/4/2011

12/11/2011

12/18/2011,

12/25/2011

Men's Bible-Harold Conrad







