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Comment: By FAA estimates, that burden could total close to $500 million—a number the agency
arrived at after a cost-benefit study based on data from 1990 to 2005. AOPA, the National Air
Transportation Association, the General Aviation Manufacturers Association, and the Experimental
Aircraft Association requested the comment extension to complete further analysis of how the
proposed rule would affect the industry.

AOPA has consistently advocated against mandating the switch to 406 MHz ELTs, arguing that the FCC
should defer to the FAA, which determines federal policy on issues related to aviation safety, and permit
aircraft owners to continue to use the 121.5 MHz ELTs installed in their aircraft.



The lower frequency is still monitored by the Civil Air Patrol and other members of the search-and-
rescue community, and the association has noted that the safety benefits of the 406 MHz models are
minimal and short-lived. Alternative technologies such as personal locator beacons and commercial
satellite tracking devices provide emergency tracking that rivals or exceeds that of 406 MHz ELTs; and
Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast transmitters, to be required in most airspace in 2020, will
provide accurate tracking that moots the safety benefit of the newer ELTs.

There is little gained taking back the 121.5/243 frequency set. Both will always be a "Guard". Itis
annoying to hear an ELT on 121.5 and or 243, sometimes for days, when flying. That does not solely
drive to outlawing the use of the frequency by a legacy ELT.

| fly aircraft that can take bearings on 243 mHz, and have often passed the info to ATC, along with twice
now passing GPS coords of a 406/243 ELT heard in flight. Both were false alarms.

This proposed rule is not a proper use of tax dollars for cost vs. gain. Making it illegal would stop no one
from triggering an old ELT to congest the frequencies within receiving range. The FAA is to safely
support aviation, $1500 per aircraft does not.
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