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COMMENTS ON PETITION FOR RULEMAKING 

The unit of symbol rate, also known as baud or modulation rate; the number of distinct symbol 
changes (signaling events) made to the transmission medium per second in a digitally modulated 
signal is an out-of-date method to describe digital data rates.  
 
139 years ago, Jean-Maurice-Émile Baudot  a French telegraph engineer invented the first 
means of digital communication Baudot code in June 17, 1874. 
 
The International Telegraph Communications Advisory Committee of the International 
Telecommunication Union met in Berlin in 1926 and immortalized Jean-Maurice-Émile 
Baudot by designating the baud - shortened from his name - as the unit of telegraph 
transmission speed or “Symbol Rate”. 
 
I favor this petition; it is a good start to modernizing the Part 97 rules. Removing  
References to “symbol rate” will permit flexibility, and advances in digital modes.  
 
Experimentation requires freedom to test various digital methods. 
 
Regulation by bandwidth is a bit brute force. However, I do see bandwidth limit 2.8 
KHz a reasonable approach in the bands below 6 meters is limited. 
 
The current management of Amateur modulation modes is probably outdated. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ 
Robert C. Gibson 
WA3PXX 


