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May 21t 2013 

The Honorable Mignon Clyburn, Acting Chairwoman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Acting Chairwoman Clyburnt 

We write to urge the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to promptly complete its 
proceeding on interoperability in the lower 700 MHz band. 

Over the past several months, the FCC has received additional data demonstrating that Commission 
action could reduce device development costs and complexity. Testing has shown that interoperability 
could be achieved without causing harmful interference or significant cost, while producing significant 
benefits. We are deeply concerned that the continued lack of interoperability in the lower 700 MHz 
spectnun band will reduce access to the economic growth benefits of mobile broadband for many 
Americans outside our nation's largest cities. Moreover, continued uncertainty on this question has led 
to stalled investment and over 12 MHz of valuable 700 MHz spectrum remains unutilized across much 
of the country. 

The Commission has studied and established an extensive record on this issue over many years. Now 
is the time to complete work on this item by circulating an order and delivering needed certainty to the 
wireless marketplace regarding interoperability in the lower 700 MHz spectrum band, and we urge you 
to do so. 

Thank you for your continued leadership and commitment to protecting the public interest. 

G. Eshoo 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Communications 
and Technology 
House Energy and Commerce Committee 

cc: Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel 
Commissioner Ajit Pai 

Rog icker 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Communications 
Technology, and the Internet 
Senate Commerce Committee 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMM ISSION 

Mignon L. Clyburn 
Commissioner 

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo 
Ranking Member 

November 21, 2013 

Subcommittee on Communications and Technology 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2322A Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Eshoo: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Commission's proceeding to provide 
interoperable Long Term Evolution (LTE) service in the Lower 700 MHz band. The lack of 
interoperability in this band has been a serious problem for residents of many rural areas in the 
country that are served by small wireless carriers. 

I am pleased to report that the Commission adopted a Report and Order on October 25, 
2013, implementing a voluntary industry solution that would resolve the lack of interoperability 
in this band while allowing flexibility in responding to evolving consumer needs and dynamic 
and fast-paced technological developments. I have long believed that the quickest way for 
consumers to see the benefits of an interoperability solution for this band was not a regulatory 
mandate, but a collaborative industry wide solution with a timetable for implementation. When I 
became Acting Chairwoman, I stated my intention to achieve an interoperability solution -
whether voluntary or regulatory - during my tenure. I appreciate the hard work of the many 
industry stakeholders who brought this solution to fruition. 

Under the agreement, AT&T will modify its 700 MHz LTE network with new software 
that will enable it to support Band 12-capable devices and also work with manufacturers to 
develop devices that suppo11 Band Class 12. The Commission's Order addresses interference 
concerns raised in the proceeding by modifying the technical rules of the D and E Blocks, and 
concludes that interference from broadcast operations in Channel 51 is unlikely to disturb B and 
C Block operations. The Order also carefully notes the responsibilities of all involved to finally 
bring interoperability to the Lower 700 MHz band to ensure full coverage in all markets and 
compatibility on a nationwide basis. 
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I consider this a big win for consumers, especially in rural areas, who will soon see more 
competition and have more choices. I appreciate your sharing your thoughts and concerns with 
me in this matter. Please let me know ifl can be of any further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Mignon L. Clyburn 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Mignon L. Clybum 
Commissioner 

The Honorable Roger Wicker 
Ranking Member 

November 21, 2013 

Subcommittee on Communications, Technology and the Internet 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
United States Senate 
167 Russell House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Wicker: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Commission's proceeding to provide 
interoperable Long Term Evolution (LTE) service in the Lower 700 MHz band. The lack of 
interoperability in this band has been a serious problem for residents of many rural areas in the 
cotmtry that are served by small wireless carriers. 

I am pleased to report that the Commission adopted a Report and Order on October 25, 
2013, implementing a voluntary industry solution that would resolve the lack ofinteroperability 
in this band while allowing flexibility in responding to evolving consumer needs and dynamic 
and fast-paced technological developments. I have long believed that the quickest way for 
consumers to see the benefits of an interoperability solution for this band was not a regulatory 
mandate, but a collaborative industry wide solution with a timetable for implementation. When I 
became Acting Chairwoman, I stated my intention to achieve an interoperability solution 
whether voluntary or regulatory - during my tenure. I appreciate the hard work ofthe many 
industry stakeholders who brought this solution to fruition. 

Under the agreement, AT&T will modify its 700 MHz L TE network with new software 
that will enable it to support Band 12-capable devices and also work with manufacturers to 
develop devices that support Band Class 12. The Commission's Order addresses interference 
concerns raised in the proceeding by modifying the technical rules of the D and E Blocks, and 
concludes that interference from broadcast operations in Charmel 51 is unlikely to disturb B and 
C Block operations. The Order also carefully notes the responsibilities of all involved to finally 
bring interoperability to the Lower 700 MHz band to ensure full coverage in all markets and 
compatibility on a nationwide basis. 
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I consider this a big win for consumers, especially in rural areas, who will soon see more 
competition and have more choices. I appreciate your sharing your thoughts and concerns with 
me in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Mignon L. Clyburn 


