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Amendment of Part 97 of the    ) 
Commissions Amateur Radio    ) 
Service Rules to Permit Greater    ) RM-11708 
Flexibility in Digital Data    ) 
Communications    ) 
 
To the Commission: 
 

REPLY COMMENTS OF JAMES EDWIN WHEDBEE, N0ECN 
 

 COMES NOW the undersigned, JAMES EDWIN WHEDBEE, who respectfully files these reply 
comments in the above-captioned proceeding. 
 

A. Reply Comments to Rulemaking Opponents 
 

 1. If a cause was stated at all (many gave bare oppositions without stating a reason), the 
vast majority of the reasons for opposing the rulemaking were premised upon allegations of interference 
by digital emissions to analog reception.  While I support allowing analog emissions to remain, it makes 
about as much sense to afford preference and greater protection from interference to antiquated analog 
emission modes as would be the case to protection of spark gap emissions.  Telecommunications have 
evolved; amateur radio emissions must evolve with telecommunications.  Accordingly, no weight should 
be afforded to arguments by opponents who premise their arguments in the protection of antiquated 
analog emission modes. 
 
 2. Other opponents mistakenly refer to a 2.8 kHz emission as broadband or wideband, 
when in fact the objective of the rulemaking is to increase the baud rate while maintaining the signal 
within the same constraints as a single-sidebanded analog voice emission.  The comports with the same 
constrained bandwidth modulation techniques as have been used for the past 40 years in digital emission 
modes with the only exception being the ability to transmit data at a faster rate.  Accordingly, I 
recommend affording no weight to the arguments opposing the rulemaking on the faulty assumption that 
the proposed rules would change bandwidths in the HF spectrum beyond what is already permitted for 
digital emissions. 
 

B. Reply Comments to Specious Arguments 
 

 3. Some have suggested a complete reorganization of the amateur bands with this 
rulemaking to allow any emission anywhere in the amateur bands.  This exceeds the scope of these 
proceedings.  Any such move would essentially render operator classes moot.   
 
 4. Some misunderstand the rulemaking as somehow authorizing encryption or emission 
modes tantamount to encryption.  The rulemaking accomplishes no such end.  Arguments premised in 
such superstition reflect a lack of technical expertise rather than a genuine argument to deny the 
rulemaking. 
 
 5. Some misunderstand the rulemaking as somehow denying equal access to spectrum 
within the amateur radio service to those wishing to continue using analog emission modes.  This 
rulemaking creates no greater or lesser priorities and denies no licensee equal access to authorized 
spectrum. 
 

C. Reply Comments to Rulemaking Proponents 
 

 6. I concur with your support, particularly those arguing the necessity - existential necessity 



to amateur radio's continued survival as a viable means of future telecommunications - for modernization 
of the emission modes rules and regulations.  The current mode-based rules are laughably beyond 
obsolescence and require immediate and thoughtful modernization, to include regulation by bandwidth.  
This will foster enhancements to the state of the art, employment of new radio communications 
techniques, and create the telecommunications jobs of the future.  There can be no hyperbole in the 
statement that the rulemaking is critical to the future of U.S. competitiveness in communication arts. 
 
 7. I concur also with those proponents who suggest the rulemaking presented here doesn't 
go nearly far enough.  The entire emission-based concept of regulating amateur radio must be 
extinguished in favor of bandwidth-based regulations if amateur radio is to have the flexibility to move 
forward as a state-of-the-art developing radio service. 
 
 WHEREFORE, the undersigned respectfully urges the Commission's adoption of the proposed 
rulemaking at its earliest convenience. 
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December 9, 2013    /s./ James Edwin Whedbee 
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