
NORTHEAST METRO AUTO THEFT TASK FORCE 
Post Office Box 685 - Lemont, Illinois 60439-0685 

Phone 630.243.2800- Fax 630.243.2803 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: Northeast Metro Auto Theft Task Force's Letter of Support for 
Request for Partial Waiver of Section 90.20{e){6)(i) by the 
International Association of Auto Theft Investigators 
PS Docket No. 13-281 

I'm Illinois State Police Master Sergeant Tim Gainer of the North 
East Metro Auto Theft Task Force (NEMAT). NEMAT is a multi
jurisdictional auto theft task force consisting of law enforcement personnel 
from the Illinois State Police, the Illinois Secretary of State Police, the 
Chicago Police, Cook County State's Attorney Investigations, the Stone 
Park Police Department, and the Broadview Police Department. NEMA T's 
mission is to investigate auto theft and auto theft related crimes throughout 
Cook County, Illinois. The task force services 72 cities, towns, and 
villages to include the City of Chicago. 

NEMA T strongly supports the "Waiver Request" filed by the 
International Association of Auto Theft Investigators (IAA Tl) requesting the 
Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") waive Section 90.20(e)(6}(i) 
of its rules, thereby allowing public safety entities to track and recover 
stolen vehicles equipped with SVRS equipment for as long as those 
vehicles are in use. 

The Waiver Request which seeks a partial waiver to follow 
wideband (25 kHz) Vehicle Locator Units to transmit' response signals after 
the FCC's May 27, 2019 narrow banding deadline so that older vehicles 
equipped with these devices may be tracked and recovered if stolen. I 
believe the FCC's grant of IAATI's Waiver Request will benefit the NEMAT 
task force and the public. 



The task force has vehicles equipped with LoJack, which are 
utilized regularly. LoJack is a productive tool in the recovery of stolen 
vehicles, many of which are older model vehicles. In most cases the 
location of one LoJack equipped vehicle has resulted in the recovery of 
multiple non-LoJack equipped new model vehicles. An example of this is 
an investigation conducted by this task force whereby one stolen LoJack 
equipped vehicle was located with three additional stolen vehicles. The 
re.covery of all the vehicles under covered an international ring shipping 
st.olen vehicles out of the country. Eleven additional vehicles were 
recovered in South African ports and in shipping containers en route to 
South Africa. The responsible parties were charged and found guilty. 

As the Director of this task force, I am concerned if LoJack is 
denied the requested waiver, many of these vehicles will go unrecovered 
and as a result, offenders will not be prosecuted. I urge to the FCC to 
adopt in fuiiiAATI's Waiver Request. 

Respectfully, 

\~ 
M/Sgt. Tim Gainer 
Task Force Director 


