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January 8, 2014 

 
Marlene Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20554 
 
Re: WC Docket No. 13-184  
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On January 7, 2014, Jon Bernstein, representing the International Society for Technology 
in Education met with Gigi Sohn, Special Counsel to Chairman Wheeler, to discuss the 
current E-Rate NPRM. During the conversation, I discussed the following ISTE priorities 
in a revised E-Rate program: 
 

1) the need to raise the program’s annual cap to $5 billion in order to at least keep 
pace with technology changes in schools and libraries since the program’s 
inception and allow adequate funding to meet the demonstrated internal 
connections needs of applicants; 

2) the need to develop new, broadband-focused goals for the program that are in line 
with proposals advanced by President Obama and Commissioner Rosenworcel 
but that are not absolute mandates; 

3) the importance of focusing funding on meeting new broadband goals by shifting 
funding eligibility for wireless access points from Priority II to Priority I and the 
concomitant importance of ensuring adequate funds for the internal connections 
needed to install and use these wireless access points;  

4) the importance of meeting the needs of rural schools and libraries, many of who 
have been unable to access Priority II support because their discount percentages 
fall short of the 90% discount level, by providing increased discounts for rural 
applicants; and 
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5) the importance that a revamped E-Rate program maintains two key tenets of the 
program – technological neutrality and local decision making.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
Jon Bernstein 
President 
Bernstein Strategy Group 


