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ATTN: Office of the Secretary

COMMENTS ON BEHALF OF S-R BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

Pursuant to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, S-R Broadcasting Company, Inc.,

licensee of standard broadcast station KRKO, Everett, Washington, hereby files its
Comments pursuant to paragraphs 47 and 48 of the Notice.

S-R Broadcasting Co., invested several million dollars to improve KRKO from
5,000 watts full-time to 50,000 watts full-time. Despite this substantial investment, we
would be better able to compete in the Seattle metro with an FM signal, and we urge the
Commission to consider VHF TV channels 5 and 6 for AM migration. It is apparent
there is no way to corral the rising noise floor degrading AM signals, and the situation
will only get worse over time. Large scale office building penetration is only possible on
AM with the addition of streaming because the AM signal can’t overcome fluorescent
lights, steel frame construction, or windows with special film coatings. The majority of

proposals before the Commission simply set a lower bar for AM technical standards and



serves to increase intra-service interference leading to further AM degradation. We still
support these efforts, but they fall far short of what is necessary to save the licensees
providing service to their communities on the AM band. Countries like Canada and
Brazil are clearly focused on FM migration. The FCC’s efforts to find translators for
AMs are tacit admission of the need for this service. Unfortunately, there is not enough
spectrum in our market for our AM station to benefit from this opportunity.

We urge the Commission to support FM migration. We also suggest one
additional alternative to bolster interest in the AM band: remove all foreign ownership
restrictions on the AM band. It is clear the overwhelming majority of listening according
to Nielson takes place on the FM band. Eliminating ownership restrictions on the AM
band may actually serve to enable distressed AM owners to realize a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to resurrect their investments and bring new owners willing to invest in the

band.

Respectfully submitted
Andrew P. Skotdal
President/General Manager
Station KRKO-AM

Date: January 16, 2014



