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January 24, 2014 

Electronic Submission 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: Technology Transitions Policy Task Force, Gen. Docket No. 13-5, 
Numbering Policies for Modern Communications, WC Docket No. 13-97, 
Connect America Fund; A National Broadband Plan for Our Future, WC 
Docket No. 10-90

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On January 23, Hank Hultquist, Bob Barber, Christopher Heimann, Philip Bowie, Penn Pfautz 
and I of AT&T Services, Inc. met with Julie Veach, Lisa Gelb, Deena Shetler, Patrick Halley, 
Kalpak Gude and Bill Dever of the Wireline Competition Bureau, Henning Schulzrinne, 
Jonathan Chambers of the Office of Strategic Planning and Policy Analysis and Stephanie 
Weiner of the Office of General Counsel.

In the meeting, we discussed IP interconnection for voice and other real-time communication 
services (IP Interconnection).  In particular we focused on the role that IP interconnection will 
play in the IP transition, the development of industry standards to facilitate efficient and scalable 
IP interconnection, and AT&T’s internal development of IP interconnection capabilities.  The 
attached presentation formed the basis of our discussion. 

It is AT&T’s view that IP interconnection will take place on a nationwide basis, and at a 
relatively small number of places.  Unlike TDM interconnection, IP interconnection should not 
distinguish between “local” and “long distance” calling.  This difference between the legacy 
interconnection structure and the structure that is emerging for IP interconnection has profound 
implications. In particular, it means that all carriers will be responsible for getting traffic to and 
from aggregation points where it can be exchanged with other carriers.  In this sense, IP 
interconnection should look much more like peering and transit arrangements for the exchange 
of Internet traffic than the TDM interconnection arrangements for the legacy phone network, 
which require calling party networks to deliver traffic to thousands of different locations. 

AT&T also expects that IP interconnection will more closely resemble the structure of the 
Internet with respect to the extent to which service providers will rely on indirect 
interconnection.  One of the great advantages of the Internet is that its robust system of indirect 
interconnection prevents the emergence of the kind of terminating monopoly that was enabled by 
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the regulatory structure governing interconnection of the legacy telephone network.  AT&T 
similarly expects IP interconnection for voice and other real-time communications services to 
enable competitive choices that will protect against anticompetitive practices. 

AT&T supports adoption by the Commission of a date certain on which the default 
interconnection obligation should flip from TDM to IP.  Establishment of such a date certain 
would encourage industry efforts at developing national standards for IP interconnection and put 
all providers on notice, thus helping to ensure that all are ready to begin exchanging traffic in IP 
format.  It would also make clear that prior to that date, IP interconnection is voluntary.
Premature and location-specific mandates for IP interconnection, such as that currently faced by 
AT&T in Michigan, will divert resources away from development of efficient systems and 
processes for IP interconnection and to potentially inefficient and inconsistent arrangements that 
no entity could rationally support. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
Pursuant to section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, this letter is being filed electronically with 
the Commission. 

Sincerely,

/s/ Brian J. Benison 

cc: Julie Veach 
Lisa Gelb 
Deena Shetler 
Patrick Halley 
Kalpak Gude 
Bill Dever 
Henning Schulzrinne 
Jonathan Chambers 
Stephanie Weiner 
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