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* * * *

[3]   The principle of client-lawyer confidentiality is given effect by related bodies of law: the attorney-

client privilege, the work product doctrine and the rule of confidentiality established in professional 

ethics.  The attorney-client privilege and work product doctrine apply in judicial and other proceedings in 

which a lawyer may be called as a witness or otherwise required to produce evidence concerning a 

client. The rule of client-lawyer confidentiality applies in situations other than those where evidence is 

sought from the lawyer through compulsion of law. The confidentiality rule, for example, applies not only 

to matters communicated in confidence by the client but also to all information relating to the 

representation, whatever its source. A lawyer may not disclose such information except as authorized or 

required by the Rules of Professional Conduct or other law. See also Scope.

[4]   Paragraph (a) prohibits a lawyer from revealing information relating to the representation of a client. 

This prohibition also applies to disclosures by a lawyer that do not in themselves reveal protected 

information but could reasonably lead to the discovery of such information by a third person. A lawyer's 

use of a hypothetical to discuss issues relating to the representation is permissible so long as there is no 

reasonable likelihood that the listener will be able to ascertain the identity of the client or the situation 

involved.

* * * *

[20]   The duty of confidentiality continues after the client-lawyer relationship has terminated. See Rule 

1.9(c)(2). See Rule 1.9(c)(1) for the prohibition against using such information to the disadvantage of the 

former client.
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