
DAVID S. KEIR
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February 10, 2014 

BY ELECTRONIC POSTING 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re:      Lockheed Martin Corporation 
Notice of Ex Parte Presentation in ET Docket No. 13-115

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 This letter is submitted in accordance with Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s Rules 
(47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)) to report an ex parte meeting on Thursday, February 6, 2014 with 
respect to the above-referenced rulemaking proceeding among Jennifer Warren, Vice President, 
Technology Policy & Regulatory Affairs, Lockheed Martin Corporation (“Lockheed Martin”) 
and the undersigned counsel with Julius Knapp, Geraldine Matise, Mark Settle, Jamison Prime, 
and Nicholas Oros of the Commission’s Office of Engineering and Technology, and Chip 
Fleming of the International Bureau.  The meeting addressed two discrete aspects of the pending 
rulemaking: (1) the process for permitting non-Federal launch service providers to have access to 
Federal launch operations spectrum in bands allocated for this purpose, and (2) affording Federal 
earth station users co-primary status in frequency bands allocated for non-Government satellite 
use.

 Lockheed Martin emphasized at the outset that it has been in the launch business for 
nearly four decades and therefore has a strong interest in the launch operations spectrum bands at 
issue in this proceeding.   Lockheed Martin reiterated its view that the FCC’s current procedures 
for experimental special temporary authority (“STA”) have worked quite well for the industry as 
a whole.  Because launch campaigns inherently involve episodic, short-term use of spectrum, 
Lockheed Martin agrees with other experienced launch service providers that the current system 
of granting STAs is well-suited to the spectrum use covered.  Lockheed Martin noted that 
keeping control of critical launch frequencies with Federal frequency coordinators will continue 
to promote reliability and certainty of access for all types of launch service.  On the other hand, 
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the introduction of a different regulatory approach, possibly with longer license periods, could be 
disruptive, sowing uncertainty about the scope of use authorized in the relevant bands, and when 
specific launch authority commences and terminates. 

 With respect to the status of Federal earth stations, Lockheed Martin reiterated its long-
standing support for providing these users with co-primary status in the commercial satellite 
bands by amending the Table of Frequency Allocations to allow such use by “earth stations 
only.”  This approach will allow both non-Federal and Federal earth station users to understand 
spectrum availability at a glance, with each having access to the band on equal terms.  Lockheed 
Martin also emphasized that the Allocation Approach avoids the unnecessary confusion that is 
engendered by indirect adoption of co-equal status via footnotes to the Table of Allocations. 

 Lockheed Martin observed that a co-primary designation for Federal earth stations would 
afford parity in treatment for Federal Government users, but would not constitute spectrum 
“sharing” between distinct groups of Federal and non-Federal facilities.  Accordingly, existing 
application processing procedures and consistency with the FCC’s Memorandum of 
Understanding with NTIA would be maintained.  Under this approach, the FCC would continue 
to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over the relevant frequency bands under Part 25.  As all 
licensing in the band ultimately would be subject to the FCC’s procedures, Lockheed Martin 
noted that any NTIA presentations to the FCC during this process would be fully subject to the 
FCC’s ex parte rules, except in those few instances where there is an actual shared spectrum 
allocation that covers Federal satellite space segment facilities. 

Please direct any questions concerning this submission to either of the undersigned 
counsel.

       Respectfully submitted, 

  s/ David S. Keir 

       David S. Keir 
            Counsel to Lockheed Martin Corporation 

cc: Julius Knapp 
Geraldine Matise 
Mark Settle 
Jamison Prime 
Nicholas Oros 
Chip Fleming 


