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Comment: The City of San Diego’s Development Services Department has a team dedicated to
processing applications for Wireless Communication Facilities (WCF) in an expeditious manner, from
initial application to final inspection. Our WCF Regulations (San Diego Municipal Code Section
141.0420), General Plan, Council Policy 600-43, and WCF Design Guidelines all work toward allowing for
the provision of a high level of wireless service in a way that is compatible with our neighborhoods.

Specifically, the City’s General Plan addresses WCFs in section UD-A.15 as follows:



Minimize the visual impact of wireless facilities.

a) Conceal wireless facilities in existing structures when possible, otherwise use camouflage and
screening techniques to hide or blend them into the surrounding area.

b) Design facilities to be aesthetically pleasing and respectful of the neighborhood context.

c) Conceal mechanical equipment and devices associated with wireless facilities in underground vaults
or unobtrusive structures.

Our WCF Regulations are divided in two main sections: Permit Requirements and Design Requirements.
The permit process and levels are determined based on the zone and use. WCFs are encouraged in
commercial and industrial zones with a Staff-level approval, but are permitted in all areas of the city
with the appropriate permit.

A major component of the WCF Design Requirements is to require that the visual impacts of WCFs be
minimized through integration. This is accomplished through architectural concealment, landscape
treatments, and siting solutions. To help applicants understand the requirements and expedite the
permit processing, we have created a WCF Design Guidelines document, with acceptable and
unacceptable examples.

These policy guidelines and regulations assist the industry and staff to prescribe clear, reasonable, and
predictable criteria to assess and process applications in a consistent and expeditious manner, while
reducing visual and land use impacts associated with Wireless Communication Facilities. The City
promotes the use of camouflage design techniques and preferred locations to minimize the visual
impacts to the surrounding community and preserve land uses within the City of San Diego. At the same
time, we allow for the orderly and efficient development of wireless networks consistent with the rules
and regulations promulgated by the Federal Communications Commission.

There are many variables to be considered when processing WCF applications. The initial thrust behind
6409 seems to lie within certain permitting authorities where challenges, difficulties, and inexperience
exist. The City of San Diego has been a leading authority on WCF regulations and policies and we strive
to maintain a good rapport with the industry and the citizens that we serve. We have approximately
2,500 facilities within our municipal boundaries and at least 98% of the applications we process have



been approved. The vast majority of the WCFs in San Diego could be considered a “stealth” design.
Our concern is that the visual quality and integration of WCFs in our city will be degraded if the city is
forced to approve projects meeting vague criteria, destroying quality installations we have worked hard
to obtain.

We have responded to a number of the issues raised in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in the
attached document and look forward to providing additional feedback.
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