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Comment:

The City of High Point opposes any federal proposal that interferes with local decision making related to
land use, historic preservation, public health and safety, and other matters rightly reserved for and
decided by local government. The environmental review process allows all affected parties, including
local governments, to comment on environmental impacts associated with projects and actions
undertaken by public and private entities.



The NPRM outlines Verizon's proposal to expand the existing collocation NEPA exclusion. Current
regulations exclude from environmental review collocations on an existing building or antenna tower
from environmental review except for review for RF emissions exposure and effects on historic
properties. Verizon proposes to approve an expansion of the exclusion to cover collocations on other
structures, including utility poles, water tanks, light poles, and road signs. The City of High Point opposes
any categorical exclusion for water and public safety towers. The City leases space for antennae on our
public safety and water towers, yet leasing space is clearly the secondary purpose of the infrastructure.
The primary purpose of public safety towers is to provide communications to and between the public
safety providers in the region. This includes, but is not limited to High Point City police, fire and EMS;
Cabarrus County Sherriff and EMS; and the public safety agencies for all of the other municipalities in
Cabarrus County. High Point, Kannapolis and Cabarrus County’s public safety communications towers
are a part of the Charlotte - Mecklenburg County system, which also serves Union and Gaston Counties,
NC. Exclusions from local review as envisioned by NPRM could cause interference with public safety
communications.

The City of High Point owns and operates a potable water utility system. The City has a duty to provide
clean, safe drinking water. The existing water towers were neither designed nor built with antenna
brackets or other provisions for infrastructure envisioned by the NPRM. Prudent agencies carefully
review each individual application for added facilities on water structures to ensure structural integrity
is not compromised. Any additional expansion of antenna or cable runs is, by definition, not a de
minimis expansion. Additionally, each water tank is secured inside a locked barbed wire fence to limit
accessibility, and opening facilities to the telecommunications industry while barring reasonable review
and decision making processes circumvents these and other security measures.

Finally, High Point manages the streets and sidewalk rights of way as a public trust. Many of High Point’s
utilities are located in the rights of way, including High Point’s electrical distribution system. Many of the
rights of way include both buried and above ground utilities. The electric poles are not designed for
indefinite numbers of wire attachments or any antennae attachments. The City of High Point routinely
grants encroachments for sub-surface utilities, and offers pole attachment agreements to the cable and
wire utilities. There is long running litigation in NC about a municipality’s ability to be properly
compensated for pole attachments. If the rights-of-way are opened to any and all broadband internet
deployments, the City will face huge hurdles in managing the rights-of-way for it and all other utilities.
High Point’s customers have paid for the City-owned infrastructure and the City’s efforts to maximize
the use of a limited public space. Any increased public good from internet deployment should be
balanced against the costs proposed to be imposed on High Point’s ratepayers.

For all of these reasons, the City of High Point opposes the proposed regulations in this NPRM.
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