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National Information Infrastructure (U-NII) Devices in the 5 GHz Band 
ET Docket No. 13-49 – Ex Parte Notice  

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On February 18, 2014, I spoke by telephone with Renee Gregory, Legal Advisor to 
Chairman Thomas Wheeler, regarding the Commission’s above-captioned proceeding on its 
rules governing the use of the 5 GHz band by Unlicensed National Information Infrastructure 
(“U-NII”) devices.1  On behalf of Globalstar, Inc. (“Globalstar”), I discussed with Ms. Gregory 
the harm that the unlimited operation of unlicensed outdoor equipment in the U-NII-1 band 
would cause to Globalstar’s licensed mobile satellite service (“MSS”) operations within the 
United States and throughout North America.

On this call, I stated that the Commission can and should expeditiously adopt other
5 GHz proposals that are supported by record evidence.  There is support in the record, including 
from Globalstar, for the Commission’s proposal to increase power limits for indoor U-NII-1 
devices by 500%.2  If the Commission increases the permitted indoor U-NII-1 power to 250 mW, 
it will enable the roll-out of indoor “Gigabit” Wi-Fi over a 160 megahertz channel spanning the 
U-NII-1 and U-NII-2A bands.  Consistent with the record in this proceeding, the Commission 
can also expand the U-NII-3 band by 25 megahertz and consolidate all U-NII-3 equipment 
authorizations for digitally modulated devices under the U-NII rules.3  These actions are 
supported by the record, will accelerate unlicensed operations in the 5 GHz band, and promote 
the public interest.  

                                                
1 See Revision of Part 15 of the Commission’s Rules to Permit Unlicensed National 
Information Infrastructure (U-NII) Devices in the 5 GHz Band, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 
28 FCC Rcd 1769 (2013) (“5 GHz NPRM”).
2 Comments of Globalstar, ET Docket No. 13-49, at 6 n.18 (May 28, 2013).
3 See 5 GHz NPRM ¶¶ 27-28.
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By contrast, the Commission cannot make a reasoned, predictive judgment in favor of an 
unlimited, unrestricted deployment of outdoor U-NII-1 devices. The Commission cannot 
reasonably rely on the technical materials submitted by the National Cable & 
Telecommunications Association (“NCTA”),4 because the evidence in the record demonstrates 
these submissions are based on unrealistic assumptions and represent neither a definitive nor 
reliable examination of the likely effects of the Commission’s proposed U-NII-1 rule change.5  

If, as the Commission should assume, outdoor unlicensed 5 GHz operations and 
Globalstar’s MSS network are both commercially successful and enjoy substantial growth, a 
decision to reallocate a significant portion of Globalstar’s capacity to unlimited outdoor U-NII-1 
operations would lead to substantial harmful interference to Globalstar’s MSS operations.  
Neither NCTA nor any other party in this proceeding has identified an effective way to mitigate 
such harmful interference to Globalstar and its customers.  If millions of outdoor U-NII-1 access 
points were permitted to operate throughout the United States, it would be virtually impossible to  
repair the harm to Globalstar and those who rely on its licensed services.     

Rather than adopt a new outdoor U-NII-1 rule unsupported by the record, the 
Commission should allow the discussions between Globalstar and NCTA to continue toward a 
mutually-agreeable resolution of the outdoor U-NII-1 issues.  The Commission should encourage 
these voluntary industry efforts and allow the parties time to agree on the definition of potential 
harmful interference to Globalstar, the means of measuring that interference, and appropriate 
mitigation options to address such harm.  Globalstar urges the Commission not to undercut these 
voluntary efforts with a premature, unsupported, and unreasonable decision on the future of the 
U-NII-1 band.

                                                
4 5 GHz UNII-1:  Wi-Fi and Globalstar Sharing Analysis, Rob Alderfer, CableLabs, Dirk 
Grunwald and Kenneth Baker, University of Colorado, attached to Letter from Rick Chessen, 
NCTA, to Julius Knapp, FCC, ET Docket No. 13-49 (Jan. 22, 2014).
5 See Supplemental Comments of Globalstar, Inc., ET Docket No. 13-49 (Nov. 29, 2013), 
attaching Impact of U-NII-1 Rule Changes on Globalstar Operations, Roberson and Associates, 
LLC, Chicago, Illinois (Nov. 27, 2013); Letter from Regina Keeney, Counsel to Globalstar, to 
Marlene Dortch, Secretary, FCC, ET Docket No. 13-49 (Feb. 7, 2014) attaching Progress 
Report: Impact of Proposed U-NII-1 Rule Changes on Globalstar Operations, Roberson and 
Associates, LLC, Chicago, Illinois (Feb. 5, 2014). 
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Pursuant to section 1.1206(b)(2) of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(2), 
this ex parte notification is being filed electronically for inclusion in the public record of the 
above-referenced proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Regina M. Keeney
Regina M. Keeney

cc: Renee Gregory


