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VIA ECFS 
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Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12TH Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: In the Matter of Expanding the Economic and Innovation Opportunities of 
Spectrum Through Incentive Auctions, GN Docket No. 12-268 
Notice of Ex Parte Communication 
 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

The Advanced Television Broadcasting Alliance (“ATBA”), an organization 
comprised of hundreds of low-power (“LPTV”) and full-power television broadcasters, 
owners and operators of translators, and allied industry organizations and companies, 
hereby files this written ex parte communication in the above-referenced docket. 

On the morning of Friday, February 21, 2014, the Commission will host a 
workshop to discuss methods of performing “feasibility checks” during the repacking 
component of the upcoming incentive auction.1  The ATBA requests that the feasibility 
checks that the FCC performs in the auction process include consideration of the impact 
of each scenario on LPTV and translator stations and assignments.   

The FCC has taken the position that it is not required, in the repacking, to 
preserve LPTV and translator assignments.  But it does not follow that the FCC can or 
should pursue repacking scenarios that eliminate more LPTV and translator stations 
than necessary to achieve a successful forward auction.  Doing so would be directly 
contrary to one of the most the fundamental purposes of the auction – fostering efficient 
use of the UHF spectrum.   

Feasibility checking should plan for robust LPTV and translator services post-
auction.  It is one thing for the FCC to determine, after feasibility checks and 

1 Incentive Auction Task Force Announces Date for Workshops on Feasibility Checking and Inter-
Service Interference, GN Docket No. 12-268, Public Notice, DA 14-106 (released Jan. 30, 2014). 
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optimization efforts, that some LPTV and translators cannot be accommodated post-
auction.  It is quite another to set up a process that gives no consideration at all to 
preserving LPTV and translator service.  The FCC should be able to assess the public 
interest cost, in terms of lost LPTV and translator service, of each repacking scenario.  
Simply understanding the impact might permit the FCC to preserve LPTV and translator 
service in many cases with no adverse impact on the incentive auction.  Inevitably, 
should the FCC completely ignore the impact on LPTV and translator assignments in 
conducting feasibility checks, hundreds or thousands of LPTV and translator stations 
might be destroyed with no benefit whatsoever to the success of the auction.   

LPTV stations and translators serve critical roles by providing diverse 
programming and extending the reach of full power stations to areas that otherwise 
could not receive free over the air television service.  LPTV stations are operated by 
diverse groups and organizations, including high schools and colleges, religious groups 
and churches, local governments, large and small businesses, and individual citizens.  
The programming of LPTV stations fosters diversity.  LPTV stations broadcast both 
local fare and religious programming (through a variety of faith groups/denominations).  
LPTV stations serve segments of our communities that are not served well by other 
outlets.  LPTV modes of operation and programming also vary widely and include 
satellite-delivered programming services, syndicated programs, movies and a wide 
range of locally-produced programs. 

We recognize that the FCC prefers to adopt repacking models that allow it to 
conduct the auction as fast as possible. We file today to emphasize that the FCC should 
not adopt procedures, including feasibility checks, that could needlessly eliminate 
hundreds or thousands of LPTV and translator stations simply to make the auction 
process easier or faster. The feasibility checks should consider the impact of each 
scenario on LPTV and translator stations and assignments.  Options that might lead to 
elimination of those stations or assignments without a clear corresponding benefit to the 
auction should be rejected. Prudence dictates that the channels reserved for LPTV and 
translators be considered during any analysis of how repacking will affect people’s 
everyday lives and access to diverse programming in the U.S. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

        /s/      

Louis Libin 
Executive Director 
Advanced Television Broadcasting Alliance 

 

 


