
February 25, 2014 

Via ECFS 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20554 

Re: Notice of Ex Parte 

Wireline Competition Bureau Seeks Comment on 
Cordova Wireless Communications, LLC Petition for Waiver of a 
High-Cost Universal Service Filing Deadline 
DA 13-2198; WC Docket No. 08-71 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 On Friday, February 21, 2014, Kenneth Johnson of Bennet & Bennet, PLLC, counsel for 
Cordova Wireless Communications, LLC (“Cordova”), spoke with Alexander Minard of the 
Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or “Commission”) Wireline Competition Bureau 
regarding the above-referenced proceeding.  Cordova noted that grant of Cordova’s requested 
waiver regarding its “day late” FCC Form 525 line count filing was in the public interest and 
consistent with FCC precedent.  Cordova discussed the need for the FCC to expeditiously grant 
the requested waiver in light of acute cash flow issues. 

Cordova pointed out that roughly 83 percent of its monthly revenues flow from high-cost 
universal service support.  Cordova discussed the particular challenges of serving remote Alaska 
locations and highlighted that it does not use government loans or stimulus money to finance its 
buildout of vital mobile telecommunications services in underserved areas.  Instead, Cordova 
relies on vendor financing and high-cost universal service support.  As a result, even a one month 
“gap” in such funding provided through the Universal Service Administrative Company 
(“USAC”) will trigger negative cash flow consequences resulting in Cordova being unable to 
pay its vendors.  A longer gap between expected payments could result in Cordova being unable 
to pay its personnel.  Since the grant of Cordova’s request for waiver meets the FCC’s legal 
standards, it makes sense and is in the public interest for the Commission to grant Cordova’s 
request as soon as possible to prevent unnecessary cash flow problems that could harm 
Cordova’s provision of life-saving mobile services in Alaska. 
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 Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact the undersigned. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Kenneth C. Johnson 

      Kenneth C. Johnson 
        

cc:  Alexander Minard 


