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Geoffrey Blackwell 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Geoffrey Blackwell, 

Virginia O'Boyle <virginia@cccrpd.com> 
Friday, February 14, 2014 6:37 PM 
Geoffrey Blackwell 
Bob O'Boyle; Alvin Windy Boy Sr. 
Re: Draft Program Comment on Positive Train Control, correspondence 

I process TCNS consultations for the Chippewa Cree Tribe in Montana. I have many questions that I am hoping you can point me in 
the right location to find out the answer to. 

We are already getting the Positive Train Control Towers submitted to us to be processed. For example, Adam Graves of Arcadis, 

US began submitting us TCSN 9836, 9949, 9949, 99490, 99489, 99489, 99488, 98365, 98396, 98362, 98393, 98392, 

98394, 98376, 98368, 98395, 98364, 98363,98366, and 99492 all on December lOth. Matt lhnken of Golder Associates 
Inc has entered 157 towers in our system on February 1Oth and 12th. 

On the letter I reply to all weekly tower notificati ons with, I state that our tribe needs to have a records search done of the 
radius around each tower. It Is common for the f ile search to extend to a radius of half of a mile or a mile around each 

tower. Also, if archaeological work was done, we require a copy of the full archaeological report. These reports normally 
tell me exactly what sites were already known about in the vicinity, and also, if the archaeologist documented anything 

while they were in the field. With that information, I am able to also research our tribal archival database of known sites 

we want to protect. We talk to our elder committee about the location. We do a specific set of procedures for each tower 
location. 

From what I have read of your requirements of the positive train control towers, they are to be supplying us with this 

information. None of these projects I have looked at have the file search of documented sites on either on website, or the 

FCC website attachments. They have sent us an attachment with maps of the location of the towers, and some 

photographs. One company sent me wetlands reports. These do not have any information at all about the cultural 

resources we are trying to protect. I can't process these projects. I will have to contact each person submitting these 

projects and explain to them what they need to send me. This adds a tremendous amount of time to my job. 

On this draft you sent us, it appears the time frame we have to process these projects has been shortened and limited. 

am terrified that these railroad companies have been sitting, anxiously waiting to start submitting us projects, and now I 

am going to get flooded with projects that are not being submitted correctly, and I am not going to be allowed the time 
frame to do the work. 

Our tribe has passed laws about the procedures that are to be followed (that comply with the federal laws). We have been 

processing these projects, protecting the places important to our tribe and maintaining our culture and lifeway. We have 
had compensation rates for our professional services set by our tribe for years. This is not a new process for us. 

We are not asking for a monetary hand out, we simply want to continue our established work. We want to continue the 

work our tribe has requested we do to save our heritage. I do not want to be penalized with a shortened time frame, that 

can be flooded with so many projects that it is impossible to complete. Particularly, I do not want to be penalized with a 

shortened time frame, when the companies are not supplying me with the information to even process their request. 

Virginia M. W. O'Boyle 

Chippewa Cree Cultural Resources Preservation Department 
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PO Box 230 

Box Elder, MT 59521 

Home Office ( 406) 244-5865 

Cell (406) 529-5157 

Email: virginia@cccrpd. com 

----- Original Message ----
From: 
"Geoffrey Blackwell" <Geoffrey.Biackwell@fcc.gov> 

To: 
"Geoffrey Blackwell" <Geoffrey.Biackwell@fcc.gov> 
Cc: 

Sent: 
Wed, 29 Jan 2014 23:33:33 +0000 
Subject: 
Draft Program Comment on Positive Train Control, correspondence 

Dear Tribal Leaders, Tribal Historic Preservation Officers and Cultural Preservation Officials, 

Greetings on behalf of the FCC's Tribal consultation team for positive train control 
(PTC). Please find attached a letter being mailed directly to Tribal Historic Preservation Officers 
and Cultural Preservation Officials. This letter transmits the following documents included in 
the pdf file attached here: a Public Notice which provides inf01mation on how to provide 
comment on the draft Program Comment, the draft Program Comment on PTC, and a summary 
of the draft Program Comment. 

The FCC understands its obligation to consult directly with federally recognized Tribal Nations 
both on the development of this regulatory action and for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
proposed PTC wayside facilities may affect historic properties, including properties of religious 
and cultural significance to Tribal Nations. We are committed to ensuring, pursuant to Section 
106, that Tribal Nations have a full opportunity to participate in all phases of this process. As we 
work to provide this draft Program Comment to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 
we are working on additional Tribal consultation field meetings in the near future and we will 
keep you apprised of developments. We welcome your input. Feel free to contact me directly, 
or any member of our PTC Tribal consultation team, if you have any questions or concerns: 

• Geoffrey Blackwell, Chief of the FCC's Office of Native Affairs and Policy, at 
Geoffrey.Blackwell@fcc.gov or 202-418-3629; 

• Jeffrey Steinberg, Deputy Chief of the Spectrum and Competition Policy Division, at 
Jeffrey.Steinberg@fcc.gov or 202-418-0896; 
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• Irene Flannery, Deputy Chief of the FCC's Office of Native Affairs and Policy, at 
Irene.Flrumery@fcc.gov or 202-418-1307; 

• Steve DelSordo, Federal Preservation Officer, at Stephen.Delsordo@fcc.gov or 202-418-1986; 

• Anne Marie Wypijewski, Senior Attorney, Spectrum and Competition Policy Division at 
Annemarie.Wypijewski@fcc.gov or 717-338-2508. 

Thank you and sincerely, 

Geoffrey C. Blackwell 

Chief 

Office ofNative Affairs and Policy 

Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20554 

Desk: 202-418-3629 

Mobile: 202-253-4846 

geoffrey.blackwell@fcc.gov 
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