
A bill that is pending in the State of Michigan legislature that will allow the major phone carriers to 
shut down land-line phone service in our rural areas has caused a great many comments about 
the resulting inability of our rural residents to be connected to the 911 emergency system. One of 
the alternates being discussed is the Rural Broadband Initiative. This program, at least as it has 
been used in Michigan, is a complete bogus program; only to be used to get grant money from 
the Federal government. 
 
While many millions of dollars have been received by various organizations in the State, not one 
dollar has been spent on hooking up any rural residential address to high speed internet or to 
maintain a rural 911 system. Rather, it has been spent on contructing a fiber optical system that is 
only available to governmental entities, school, and private businesses. In one case, Michigan 
Connect awarded several hundred thousand dollars to a community center in Bloomfield Hills, 
said town has the highest average income in the State and a population of over 9,000, to install 
several public access computer systems. 
 
My Township has, and indeed never had, DSL, cable or fiber optical services available. About a 
quarter of the residents still use dial-up internet services, other wireless or direct microbeam 
internet services cost a minimum of $50.00 a month with an average of price of $100 per month. 
If the landline phones are shut down about 500 households in my township will lose 911 service 
on top of the 400 that will not have even limited internet service. Cell phone 911 service requires 
a smartphone along with activation of the GPS location service...depending on the carrier an 
additional fee of $25 to $40 per month. The free or reduced government cell phones do not work 
in my area (they only work in metro areas and along the major highways), and do not have the 
GPS capabilty anyway.  
 
You folks at FCC need to remove your blinders and stop believing that all is right in the 
telecommunication world. My folks, while there are not a lot of us, our population is 3800 in the 
township, still pay taxes and should be considered when you make the decisions that affect our 
life, welfare, and health. 
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