
 

 
 

 
 

     

 
 

                       
             February 28, 2014  
  
Via ECFS  
  
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary Federal 
Communications Commission 445 12th 
Street, S.W.  
Washington, D.C.  20554  

 Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Presentation, WC Docket No. 13-184  

Dear Ms. Dortch:  
  

On Wednesday, February 26, 2014, the undersigned, together with Gunnar Halley, Senior 
Attorney, Microsoft Corporation, and Yaron Dori of Covington & Burling LLP, met in separate meetings 
with each of Daniel Alvarez, Legal Advisor to Chairman Wheeler; Amy Bender, Legal Advisor to 
Commissioner O’Rielly; and Nicholas Degani and Brendan Carr, Legal Advisors to Commissioner Pai; and on 
Thursday, February 27, with Priscilla Argeris, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Rosenworcel; and Rebekah 
Goodheart, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Clyburn.  
  

In each of these meetings, Microsoft described its past involvement in education and broadband 
connectivity issues in the digital environment, including through its Partners In Learning program, Skype in 
the Classroom, and its partnership with EveryoneOn, which runs a flagship program for K-12 called 
Connect2Compete that offers options of home Internet service for $10 or less a month for families that 
qualify for the National School Lunch Program.  Microsoft also described ways in which the Commission 
can encourage the efficient use of bandwidth in schools and libraries by adopting a system-level design 
method of evaluating applications and incentivizing the use of technologies and connectivity 
arrangements  that maximize bandwidth efficiency.   Microsoft also discussed the importance of ensuring 
that children can take advantage of E-rate-funded digital learning opportunities without their data being 
collect, used, and/or sold for marketing and advertising purposes.  Microsoft also explained how the 
Commission can promote the deployment and use of innovative low-cost, high-quality wireless 
connections by schools and libraries.  As the Commission considers how to facilitate more digital learning 
opportunities for more students, it should consider the attached study, authored by the Fordham 
University Center for Law and Information Policy, titled “Privacy and Cloud Computing in Public Schools,” 
which demonstrates the need for concomitant efforts to protect student data in the digital education 
environment.      
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Please direct any questions concerning this submission to the undersigned.  
  

Respectfully submitted,  
  
/s/  
  
Paula Boyd  
Director, Government and Regulatory Affairs 
Microsoft Corporation  
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