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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 
 

In the Matter of )  
 )  
Expanding Access to Mobile Wireless 
Services Onboard Aircraft 

) 
) 

WT Docket No. 13-301 

 )  
   

JOINT MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 
 
 Pursuant to Section 1.46(b) of the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or 

“Commission”) Rules,1 AeroMobile Communications Limited (“AeroMobile”) and Panasonic 

Avionics Corporation (“Panasonic”) (collectively, the “parties”) respectfully request that the 

Commission grant a 60-day extension of the reply comment deadline in the above-captioned 

proceeding.2  Reply comments are currently due on March 17, 2014, and the parties request an 

extension of this deadline to May 16, 2014. 

 The rulemaking raises a wide range of complex technical, legal and policy issues 

affecting many interested parties, and has generated numerous comments and additional 

technical data for consideration.  Over the years, the parties have consulted with numerous 

interested parties, including CTIA-The Wireless Association, individual wireless carriers, NTIA, 

DOD, DOT and other federal agencies, regarding issues related to those presented in the NPRM.  

An extension of time would allow for additional consultations among interested parties regarding 

the Commission’s specific proposals, allowing them to work through new technical information 

                                                 
1 47 C.F.R. § 1.46(b). 

2 Expanding Access to Mobile Wireless Services Onboard Aircraft, Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking, 79 Fed. Reg. 2615 (Jan. 15, 2014), ___ FCC Rcd ___, FCC 13-157, WT Docket 
No. 13-301 (Dec. 12, 2014) (“NPRM”). 
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and regulatory approaches, including the technical studies and authorization regime supporting 

in-flight mobile communications (“IMC”) in Europe and elsewhere.  

An extension of time also would allow for consultations between the parties and U.S. 

government interests to discuss the potential for operations in parts of the 1800 MHz band on an 

unprotected, non-interference basis.  That band is presently allocated for federal government use 

but may be transitioned to commercial use over time.  These frequencies are also used for service 

links by all Airborne Access Systems (“AASs”) available today and for the foreseeable future.3   

Finally, an extension of time would enable interested parties to consider comments 

submitted in other proceedings, including the Department of Transportation (“DoT”) Advance 

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“ANPRM”) seeking comment on voice services onboard 

aircraft.4  Although the instant rulemaking addresses technical compatibility issues and the DoT 

proceeding considers airline operational issues relating to passenger convenience, comfort and 

safety, comments in the DoT proceeding may assist interested parties in focusing on the 

technical and regulatory issues implicated by this proceeding. 

Absent a 60-day extension, interested parties would have considerable difficulty in 

reviewing additional technical information, considering complex regulatory issues and 

responding thoroughly to the initial comments.  Thus, a 60-day extension of the deadline would 

serve the public interest by allowing for the development of a more comprehensive record on 

which the Commission can base its determinations regarding appropriate technical requirements 

and authorization approaches for the provision of IMC in the United States. 

  
                                                 
3 NPRM at ¶ 63. 

4 Use of Mobile Wireless Devices for Voice Calls on Aircraft, Department of Transportation, 
Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 79 Fed. Reg. 10049 (Feb. 24, 2014). 
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Accordingly, the parties respectfully request a 60-day extension of the deadline for filing 

reply comments in this proceeding. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
  

AEROMOBILE COMMUNICATIONS 
LIMITED  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ann-Marie Mullan 
AeroMobile Communications Limited 
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Gatwick Road, Crawley 
West Sussex, UK 
RH10 9AY 
 
Mark DeFazio 
Panasonic Avionics Corporation 
26200 Enterprise Way 
Lake Forest, CA  92630 
 

and  
 
PANASONIC AVIONICS CORPORATION 
 
By:  /s/ Carlos M. Nalda 
 
Carlos M. Nalda, Esq. 
Squire Sanders (U.S.) LLP 
1200 19th Street, NW 
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