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Letter – Expression of Interest  
VIA ECFS 
          March 5, 2014 

Chairman Thomas Wheeler 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn 
Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel 
Commissioner Ajit Pai 
Commissioner Michael O’Rielly 
Jonathan Chambers 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 20024 
Washington, DC 

 
 

Re: Expression of Interest – Rural Broadband Trials 
Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90 

 
Dear Chairman Wheeler, Commissioners, and Mr. Chambers, 
 
This letter is to express North Carolina Wireless, LLC’s interest in receiving funding from the Rural Broadband Trials 
announced at the January 30th FCC Open Meeting.  
 
Background 
North Carolina Wireless LLC is a privately operated fixed wireless broadband provider, established in 2003.  Our current 
service areas include some or all of Alexander, Avery, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln Counties (all located in 
North Carolina). 
 
Geographic Territory 
North Carolina Wireless would like to expand our Fixed Wireless Broadband (PtMP) Network to some or all of the areas 
indicated on the following page based on the Census Tract Data/Broadband Need released by the FCC.  The areas listed are 
particularly areas where we have had some previous conversation with local groups/agencies or areas that we have 
adjacent or very close proximity to our existing PtMP network. In some cases we may already have Distribution or Access 
Point infrastructure that can provide Broadband Internet.  Some may need upgrades for additional capacity. 
 
To add we are interested in providing PtMP Broadband in Census Tracts anywhere in NC or SC as long as sustainable models 
can be produced with the resources available (backbone accessibility, vertical assets, suitable customer interest, potential 
grant funding) 
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State County CountyName TractID HCL ExHCL  Annual Support  

NC 37161 Rutherford 37161960100 597 19  $               176,978.02  

NC 37161 Rutherford 37161960200 335 5  $               149,661.90  

NC 37077 Granville 37077970101 315 9  $               146,784.29  

NC 37077 Granville 37077970102 262 1  $                 99,337.21  

NC 37023 Burke 37023020201 235 20  $                 94,294.00  

NC 37145 Person 37145920200 259 5  $                 92,413.18  

NC 37161 Rutherford 37161960300 191 6  $                 76,510.11  

NC 37011 Avery 37011930200 182 4  $                 69,776.18  

NC 37003 Alexander 37003040100 209 1  $                 66,998.05  

NC 37027 Caldwell 37027030900 199 24  $                 65,585.25  

NC 37027 Caldwell 37027031000 240 6  $                 64,151.31  

NC 37189 Watauga 37189920702 196 8  $                 63,542.20  

NC 37023 Burke 37023021302 107 12  $                 50,134.49  

NC 37161 Rutherford 37161961200 92 3  $                 40,854.57  

NC 37077 Granville 37077970701 59 1  $                 38,221.56  

NC 37145 Person 37145920601 76 0  $                 36,719.53  

NC 37145 Person 37145920500 40 0  $                 36,519.06  

NC 37193 Wilkes 37193960900 4 1  $                 28,701.53  

NC 37161 Rutherford 37161960400 91 2  $                 25,424.82  

NC 37145 Person 37145920100 108 1  $                 22,734.72  

NC 37157 Rockingham 37157041300 35 0  $                 21,605.88  

NC 37161 Rutherford 37161961000 89 0  $                 19,586.41  

NC 37077 Granville 37077970500 14 1  $                 15,650.23  

NC 37077 Granville 37077970601 40 0  $                 13,589.21  

NC 37027 Caldwell 37027031100 34 0  $                 12,601.19  

NC 37011 Avery 37011930400 18 0  $                 11,976.24  

NC 37157 Rockingham 37157040700 63 0  $                 11,431.83  

NC 37157 Rockingham 37157040601 53 0  $                 10,683.74  

NC 37161 Rutherford 37161960500 28 0  $                 10,578.03  

NC 37145 Person 37145920602 23 0  $                   8,408.58  

NC 37161 Rutherford 37161961101 16 1  $                   7,656.55  

NC 37161 Rutherford 37161961102 11 0  $                   7,353.52  

NC 37157 Rockingham 37157040102 38 0  $                   7,259.37  

NC 37157 Rockingham 37157040200 8 1  $                   7,220.83  

NC 37193 Wilkes 37193960400 33 3  $                   6,843.49  

NC 37077 Granville 37077970300 15 0  $                   6,675.08  

NC 37157 Rockingham 37157041002 32 0  $                   6,224.58  

NC 37157 Rockingham 37157041100 91 0  $                   5,274.20  

NC 37035 Catawba 37035011802 22 0  $                   4,846.33  

NC 37023 Burke 37023020100 13 0  $                   4,762.09  
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Proposed Technology 
Our current last mile PtMP technology of choice is the Ubiquiti Airmax product line. This technology leverages 2x2 MiMo and 
provides the best cost/performance breakdown. We have a variety of unlicensed frequency options (900, 2.4, 5.8)  as well as 
lightly licensed options (3.65GHz) with this single hardware technology/vendor. 
 
State and/or Local or Tribal Government Participation in and/or Support for Project 
Our company has been in official communication with several counties and the State Agency, NC Broadband (NC Dept of 
Commerce).  In particular we would expect to work along with NC Broadband and the specific county of deployment.  We 
are currently in preliminary talks or active projects with Avery, Burke and Person Counties.  We have also had some 
communication with Rockingham, Granville, Orange and Hillsborough Counties. 
 
Project Timeline  
At this early stage a timeline cannot be accomplished however it is fair to point out that Fixed Wireless Broadband 
deployments typically would have faster timelines than traditional wire line deployments due to its very nature. 
 
Total Business Investment 
At this early stage total business investment cannot be estimated.  We do however believe that our experience has shown 
that our Fixed Wireless Broadband Network is the most cost effective solution for this challenge.  We present the most 
impact per dollar as it relates to providing reliable Broadband Internet Connections to the un-served and under-served. 
 
Funding Method Overview 
NCW prefers a funding method that would fund some part of initial capital costs and then provide reimbursement based on 
how many homes/businesses we were actually able to service within the target area.  We can use a standardized signed 
affidavit showing proof that we installed service at each pre-defined location and would request some pre-agreed 
compensation or subsidy per installation.   Also we would encourage a model that may reimburse a portion of our operating 
costs for customers in these difficult to service low-density markets. 
 
We believe that already we can service some of the homes and businesses in the targeted census tracts if some subsidy was 
available to make the cost of service more affordable for NCW and the end-users. 
 
Thank you for considering our Expression of Interest in your decisions about the amount of funding that will be allocated in 
the Rural Broadband Trials. We commend you in this effort to connect rural communities and are ready to help you close 
the digital divide. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Joshua Strickland 
Co-Founder and Partner 
North Carolina Wireless, LLC 


