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DATE:  March 6, 2014 
 
FROM:  Mr. Rody Blevins 
  President/CEO 

Volunteer Energy Cooperative 
18359 State Highway 58 
Decatur, TN 37322 

  (423) 334-5721 
 
TO:  Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Staff 
 
SUBJECT: Expression of Interest – Rural Experiment , Docket No. 10-90 

Background and Nature of Submitting Entity 
Volunteer Energy Cooperative is a not-for-profit, member-owned cooperative power distributor that 
was founded in 1935.  The VEC service area is located in East and Middle Tennessee, with service area 
from Georgia north to Kentucky, and serves Tennessee Congregational Districts 3, 4, 5, and 6.  All efforts 
are directed in providing the best possible electrical service to members at the lowest possible price.  
Volunteer Energy Cooperative believes in the ethical values of honesty, openness, social responsibility, 
and caring for others. 

VEC provides electric service to 112,356 customers in 17 counties maintaining over 9,000 miles of line.  
VEC also owns and operates approximately 175 miles of fiber optic lines, which connect our substations 
and other facilities.  In addition to these solely owned fiber lines, we also jointly own and operate an 
additional 100 miles of fiber optic lines with Windstream. 

Customer Service is paramount in the cooperative entity, and VEC has extensive investment and 
experience in serving its Members—as evidenced by its rich history, 24x7 Dispatch Control and Call 
Center, nine (9) District Offices, and strong annual financial statements.  

Geographic Territory and Anchor Institutions 
We submit this expression of interest for a proposed experiment that would target eligible unserved and 
underserved portions of five counties in the southern part of our service area. These counties include 
Census blocks that are deemed eligible by the FCC’s rules (see Attachment 1). The following table lists 
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the estimated passings in each county, as well as community anchor institutions that we would 
anticipate serving: 
 

Table 1: Anticipated Service Area—Residential Passings and Community Anchor Institutions 

COUNTY RESIDENCES 
COMMUNITY ANCHOR 

INSTITUTIONS 

Bradley 400 – 500 

Schools   
Valley View 
Charleston 
Walker Valley 
Taylor 
Hopewell 
Fire Departments  
Hopewell 
Bates Pike 
Leadmine 
Harrison Pike 
Tasso Road 
Charleston 
Chatata Valley Road 
Eureka Road 
Keith Valley Road 
Claxton Volunteer Emergency Service 

Hamilton 800 – 1,000 

Health Department at Birchwood School 
Birchwood School 
Snowhill School 
Harrison Bay Vocational School 
New Ooltewah Elementary

Meigs 400 – 500 
Meigs North Elementary 
Meigs South Elementary 

Polk 400 – 500 

Polk County High School 
Benton Elementary 
South Polk Elementary 
Chilhowee Middle School 
West Polk Library 
Ocoee Regional Health Care 

McMinn 400 – 500 
Calhoun School 
Calhoun Library 
Calhoun Fire Hall 
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Figure 1: Proposed Service Area 

 
 
 

Proposed Technology 
Building on our experience deploying fiber to support our operations and internal communications, VEC 
proposes to deploy fiber-to-the-premises technology in this experiment. The specific services and pricing 
we would offer to end users would be determined as we develop our technical and business plans. 

Scalability  
Our proposed fiber technology is scalable, both by adding drops to new end user locations and by 
upgrading electronics (i.e., to increase the speed of our offerings to all users).  

Local Government Support for Project 
VEC has the committed support of local governments in its proposed service area. We do not anticipate 
any financial contributions, but based on initial discussions and past experience, expect the local 
governments to collaborate with us to streamline permitting and other construction-related issues. 

Existing Providers 
In certain areas of our proposed service area, existing providers currently sell some level of broadband 
service. However, our experiment will target those portions of the counties where there is no provider 
capable of providing service that meets the FCC’s definition (i.e., more than 3 Mbps down/768 Kbps up). 
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Project Timeline 
VEC would be prepared to break ground immediately after receiving notice of funding for this 
experiment. As a rough estimate, based on the size of our proposed experiment, we would be prepared 
to begin serving end users within approximately six to eight months.  

Total Investment 
Based on our initial evaluation of the proposed service areas, and building on our experience deploying 
fiber, we estimate that our total capital investment will be $4 million. Our experiment will be sustainable 
as part of our ongoing operations; we will not require support of any ongoing operating expenses. 
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Attachment 1: Census Blocks to Be Covered 
 

High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

471079701021098 471079701021098 
471399503002128 471399503002128 
471399502024003 471219601001015 
471219601001015 471219601002166 
471219601002166 471219603002073 
471219603002073 471219603002012 
471219603002012 471239251004105 
471239251004105 470650101044011 
470650101044011 470650101043000 
470650101043000 470110112011027 
470110112011027 471219601001111 
471219601001111 471079701014039 
471079701014039 471079708001031 
471079701011021 471079708001085 
471079708001031 471399504003193 
471079708001085 471079708004101 
471399504003193 470110113002029 
471079708004101 471079701012019 
470650112032021 470110113002057 
470110113002029 471219601001127 
471079701012019 470650020001029 
470110113002057 470650102022003 
471219601001127 471399502011005 
470650020001029 470079530002070 
470650102022003 471399503002035 
471079708003004 471079708004111 
471399502011005 471399502022034 
470079530002070 471079701011013 
471399503002035 471399502022052 
471079708004111 471219601001042 
471399502022034 470110111003056 
471079701011013 470110113003028 
471399502022052 471399502011105 
471219601001042 470650110011009 
470110111003056 471219602002233 
470650101041014 471219601002133 
470110113003028 471079701021018 
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High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

471399502011105 470110116021021 
470650110011009 470110111001064 
470650112013014 470650102021001 
471219602002233 470650121002015 
471219601002133 471079707003008 
471079701021018 470110116022066 
470110116021021 470650121001003 
470110111001064 471399502011178 
470650102021001 471219601001179 
470650121002015 471399504003056 
471079707003008 471399502022051 
470110116022066 470650103073024 
470650121001003 471219601002099 
471399502011178 471219602002156 
471219601001179 471079708003071 
471399504003056 471079708001084 
471219603002155 470110111001015 
471399502022051 471399502024009 
470650103073024 471079701013028 
471219601002099 471219601002171 
471219602002156 471079701012014 
471079708003071 471079708004120 
471079708001084 471399502011148 
470110111001015 470650102022029 
471399502024009 471399502012007 
471079701013028 470650102022000 
471219601002171 471219602002162 
471079701012014 471239253006026 
471079706005079 470650110011034 
471079708004120 471079706005068 
471399502011148 471219601001189 
470650102022029 471219601001137 
471399502012007 471219601001097 
471079708002021 471219603001090 
470650102022000 471399503002031 
471219602002162 471399503001123 
471239253006026 471079701011117 
470650110011034 471219601001181 
471079706005068 471079701011133 
471079705001023 470650110011031 
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High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

471219601001189 471239253005054 
471219601001137 471079705001038 
471219601001097 471399503001114 
471219603001090 471079703003001 
471219601001113 471399502012036 
471399503002031 471399502012028 
471399503001123 471079708001060 
471079701011117 471079705001054 
471219601001181 471079705001003 
471079701011133 471079701011184 
470650110011031 471219602001176 
471239253005054 471219601001148 
471079705001038 470650101044037 
471399503001114 471219603001004 
471079703003001 470650112044022 
471399502012036 471399502024043 
471399502012028 471079705001025 
471079708001060 471219601002116 
471079705001054 471399504002020 
471079705001003 471079701022108 
471079701011184 470650020002012 
471219602001176 471079707001006 
471219601001148 470650113114000 
470650101044037 471219601002051 
471219603001004 470110113002072 
470650112044022 471399502022132 
471399502024043 470650101041004 
471079705001025 471079701011185 
471219601002116 471219602002134 
471399504002020 471219601002081 
471079701022108 471450303003041 
470650020002012 471079701011120 
471079707001006 470650026001031 
471079702002014 470110113002044 
470650113114000 470110115004097 
471219601002051 471079701011148 
470110113002072 470110115004070 
471399502022132 471399502012039 
470650101041004 471079701013003 
471079701011185 471079701014037 
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High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

471219602002134 471399502021069 
471219601002081 471079708004000 
471450303003041 470110115004058 
471079701011120 471450303001094 
470650026001031 471219601002003 
470110113002044 471399502021089 
470110115004097 471219602001054 
471079701011148 471079708004033 
470110115004070 471219601002074 
471399502012039 471450303002141 
471079701013003 471079708003006 
471079701014037 470110111001081 
471399502021069 471079701011029 
471079708004000 471219603002088 
470110115004058 471219602002018 
471450303001094 471219601001150 
471219601002003 471219603001053 
471399502021089 471079701011079 
471219602001054 471079704023011 
471079708004033 471399502021100 
471219601002074 470650110011012 
471450303002141 470650102021011 
471079708003006 471079701014025 
470110111001081 470650112013001 
471079701011029 471079702002041 
471219603002088 470110113002042 
471219602002018 471219603002014 
471219601001150 471079702002034 
471219603001053 471079706005058 
471079701011079 470110111001003 
471079704023011 470650110024007 
471399502021100 471079708001032 
470650110011012 471079708002017 
470650102021011 471399503002067 
471079701014025 471219603002005 
470650112013001 470110115004065 
471079702002041 471219601001145 
470110113002042 471219602002181 
471219603002014 470110116022065 
471079702002034 471399502021183 
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High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

471079706005058 471399503001106 
470110111001003 470110113002038 
470650110024007 471079708001066 
471079708001032 470650104321010 
471079708002017 471219602002193 
471399503002067 471079701014064 
471219603002005 471079701011047 
470110115004065 471399502011159 
471219601001145 470110116022071 
471219602002181 471079708001040 
470110116022065 471219602002141 
471399502021183 470110111001005 
471399503001106 471219602002143 
470110113002038 471079701021028 
471079708001066 471079708001046 
470650104321010 470650112044033 
471219602002193 471399504002017 
471079701014064 471219601001074 
471079701011047 471079701012032 
471399502011159 470650112043044 
470110116022071 471079701022010 
471079708001040 470110113002054 
471219602002141 471079706005067 
470650112032036 471399502011154 
470110111001005 471079702001014 
471219602002143 471079708003079 
471079701021028 471079708001018 
471079708001046 471530602001099 
470650112044033 471219603001049 
471399504002017 470650110011011 
471219601001074 471079708001128 
471079701012032 471079707001087 
470650112043044 471079706001045 
471079702001002 471399502012005 
471079701022010 471450303002084 
470110113002054 471079701011096 
471079705001055 471079708003098 
471079706005067 470110115002088 
471399502011154 471079701012020 
471219601002037 471399501001143 
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High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

471079708003079 471079706005082 
471079708001018 471079701011043 
471079706004026 471079706005073 
471530602001099 471399502011084 
471219603001049 471219601001167 
471079708001137 471079708001082 
470650110011011 471219601001034 
471079708001128 471399502024011 
471079707001087 471079706004033 
471079706001045 470110113002058 
471399502012005 470110111001078 
471450303002084 471079701013034 
471079701011096 471399502012063 
471079708003098 471079707001000 
470110115002088 471219601002015 
471079701012020 471399502024013 
471399501001143 471219601001117 
471079706005082 470650121001034 
471079701011043 471079704023007 
471079706005073 471079708001020 
471399502011084 471219601002007 
471219601001167 471219602001003 
471079708001082 471399503001011 
471219601001034 470110111001072 
471399502012059 470650101043014 
471079706004033 471219601002048 
470110113002058 471219602001156 
470110111001078 471079701011002 
471079701013034 471219602001119 
471399502012063 471079708001039 
471079707001000 471050607002155 
471219601002015 470110111001093 
471399502024013 471399503002133 
471219601001117 471079701011177 
470650121001034 471399502011081 
471079704023007 471219601001144 
471079708001020 471219603001088 
471219601002007 471399503002068 
471219602001003 470110116012045 
471399503001011 471219603002110 
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High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

470650123001051 471219601001086 
470110111001072 471079706004012 
470650101043014 471079701022077 
471219601002048 471399503001112 
471219602001156 471079708001108 
471079701011002 471079701013023 
471219602001119 470659802001016 
471079701011046 470650103071021 
471079708001039 471079708003125 
471079701013098 471079704012030 
471050607002155 471399502012046 
470110111001093 471219601001040 
471399503002133 471219603001010 
471079701011177 471079701014056 
471399502011081 471219603002076 
471219601001144 471219602001010 
471219603001088 470650103062052 
471399503002068 471079705001026 
470110116012045 470110116012052 
471219603002110 471079707001035 
471219601001086 471079708003094 
471079706004012 471219601001008 
471079701022077 471079708001083 
471399503001112 471079701013092 
471079708001108 470650110011037 
471079701013023 471399502012064 
470659802001016 471219601001128 
470650103071021 470110115004100 
471079708003125 471399504003034 
471079704012030 471079701021027 
471399502012046 471219602001055 
471219601001040 471079708001048 
471219603001010 471399502011002 
471079708004049 471219602001006 
471079701014056 471399504002023 
471219603002076 471399504003227 
471219602001010 470650102022004 
470650103062052 471219601002075 
471079705001026 471079706005099 
470110116012052 471219603002080 
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High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

471079707001035 471399502011014 
471079708003094 471079708003128 
471219601001008 471450303002086 
471079708001083 470079530002079 
471079701013092 470110115004040 
470650110011037 470650121004092 
471399502012064 470650113114022 
471219601001128 471239253006037 
470110115004100 471219602002207 
471399504003034 471219602001149 
471079701021027 471219601001003 
471219602001055 471079706005035 
471079708001048 471219602001118 
471399502011002 471079706005024 
471399502011008 471079706005088 
471219602001006 471219601001172 
471399504002023 471079701013029 
471399504003227 471219601001036 
471079708004109 471079708004008 
470650102022004 471219603002152 
471219601002075 471079701011097 
471079706005099 471079707001085 
471219603002080 471079705001065 
471399502011014 471079703003033 
471079708003128 471399502012031 
471450303002086 470650121004081 
470079530002079 471079701022183 
470110115004040 471079707001036 
471219601001044 471399502022075 
470650121004092 471399503002054 
470650113114022 471079701014011 
471239253006037 471399502011157 
471219602002207 471079706005040 
471219602001149 471079707001019 
471219601001003 471399502012014 
471219601001025 471079701014005 
471079706005035 471079701012016 
471219602001118 471079701013031 
471079706005024 471079706005057 
471079706005088 471079704023044 
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High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

471219601001172 471219602002157 
471079701013029 471399502021011 
471219601001036 470650101044014 
471079708004008 470650110011000 
471219603002152 471079706001008 
471079701011097 471079706005029 
471079707001085 471219601001153 
471079705001065 470650101043010 
471079703003033 471219601002094 
471399502012031 471219603001084 
470650121004081 471079708001119 
471079701022183 471079705003043 
471079707001036 471399503002101 
471399502022075 470650101043005 
470650101044018 471079701011179 
471399503002054 471219601002046 
471079701014011 471399502011201 
471079707001086 471219603002006 
471399502011157 471079701014004 
471079706005040 471079706005069 
471079707001019 471219602001154 
471399502012014 471219601002071 
471079701014005 471079701011075 
471079701012016 470650101044007 
471079701013031 471079706005034 
471079706005057 471219601001196 
471079704023044 471079704023019 
471219602002157 470110116022068 
471399502021011 471450303003068 
470650101044014 471079706001000 
470650110011000 471219603001012 
471079706001008 471399502012023 
471079706005029 471399502012035 
471219601001153 471219602002222 
470650101043010 471399504003199 
471219601002094 471219602001166 
471219603001084 471219603001075 
471079708001119 471079701012049 
471079705003043 470110115004078 
471399503002101 471079701011003 



14 

High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

470650101043005 471079708004034 
470650101043009 471219602002234 
471079701011179 471079706005038 
471219601002046 470110115004093 
471399502011201 470650102022008 
471219603002006 471079701011044 
471219601002095 471219603002087 
471079701014004 470650121001005 
471079706005069 471219601001022 
471219602001154 470110115004091 
471219601002071 470110111001062 
471079701011075 470110111001086 
470650101044007 471219603002082 
471079706005034 470110111001063 
471219601001196 470650112043054 
471079704023019 471399504003228 
470110116022068 471079708001041 
471079705001008 471079701022079 
471450303003068 471079701021020 
471079706001000 470110111001071 
471219603001012 471530602001037 
471399502012023 470110111001085 
471399502012035 471219601002140 
471219602002222 471079705003035 
471399504003199 470650105023007 
471219602001166 471079701014022 
471219603001075 471079701011092 
471079701012049 471079701011141 
470110115004078 470650020001091 
471079701011003 471079701021038 
470110113003016 471079708004012 
471079708004034 470650101041018 
471219602002234 471079706001065 
471079706005038 471219602001141 
470110115004093 470650121002007 
470650102022008 471399502011186 
471079706005044 471219601001184 
471079701011044 471219602001053 
471219603002087 471399502012038 
470650121001005 471219601002064 
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High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

471219601001022 471219601002063 
470110115004091 470650101044017 
470110111001062 471219601002121 
470110111001086 470650114451014 
471219603002082 471079705001119 
470110111001063 471079708001029 
470650112043054 471219601002159 
471399504003228 470650121005028 
471079708001041 471219603001014 
471079701022079 470650102021031 
471079701021020 470650102021005 
470110111001071 471399502021035 
471530602001037 471079701011054 
470110111001085 471399503001020 
471219603001059 471399503002053 
471219601002140 471399501001136 
471079705003035 471399502012003 
471079701014022 471219601002047 
471079701011092 471079701013045 
471079701011141 470650102022014 
470650020001091 471219603002063 
471079701021038 471399502012033 
471079708004012 471079706005065 
470650101041018 471219602001147 
471079706001065 471219601002056 
471219602001141 470650103061003 
470650121002007 470079530002082 
471399502011186 471079701011178 
471219601001184 471399502011141 
471219602001053 470650101041032 
471399502012038 471079708003078 
471219601002064 471219602001031 
471219601002063 471079708001080 
470650101044017 471079708001117 
470650114451014 471219601001021 
471079705001119 471079701011041 
471079708001029 471079705001120 
471219601002159 470650123001031 
470650121005028 471399502021167 
471219603001014 470110115004068 
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High-Cost Extremely High 
Cost 

470650102021031 471219601001152 
470650102021005 471079706005097 
471399502021035 470110111001027 
471079701011054 471399502011104 
471399503001020 471399504003059 
471399503002053 471079708001115 
471219601002090 471079708001057 
471079708002065 470110113002037 
471219601002066 471079707003043 
471399501001136 471219603001043 
471399502012003 471079705001043 
471219603001015 470650109011017 
471219601002047 471079701014003 
471079701013045 471399502012021 
470650102022014 471079708001096 
471219603002063 470650101044030 
471399502012033 471079706005020 
471079706005065 470650114433037 
470650024003008 471079708001028 
471219602001147 471219602002137 
471219601002056 471079701022072 
470650103061003 471079701011189 
470079530002082 470659802001015 
471079701011178 471219602001042 
471399502011141 471219602001061 
470650101041032 471079705001081 
471079708003078 471079701012015 
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