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February 24, 2014 
 
 
Mr. Geoffrey C. Blackwell 
Chief, Office of Native Affairs and Policy 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington D.C. 20554 
 
Aloha mai Mr. Blackwell, 
 

I wanted to follow up on a comment that I made at the National Indian 
Education Association (NIEA) Legislative Summit at which you served as a panelist. 
Your presentation was on the Federal Communication Commissions’ Broadband 
Plan that by 2015, 99% of schools will have access to the internet. When you were 
discussing priorities for schools and libraries to connect to the internet, you and your 
staff mentioned that poverty, as measured by subsidized school lunch, was a factor 
in setting priorities. 
 

Our organization, the Native Hawaiian Education Council, is legislatively 
tasked to “provide direction and guidance, through the issuance of reports and 
recommendations, to appropriate Federal, State, and local agencies in order to 
focus and improve the use of resources… relating to Native Hawaiian student 
education, and serve, where appropriate, in an advisory capacity.” Given this 
directive, we would like to recommend that the FCC consider an additional priority 
for Native America, in particular for Native language immersion schools, regardless 
of poverty measure. It is highly probable that most Native American, Alaska Native 
and Native Hawaiian language immersion schools would be in the high poverty 
category; however, the priority for Native languages should stand on its own 
without regard to income, because the basis for it would be the trust relationship 
between the United States and Native people. This situation would be analogous to 
keeping separate Title VII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 
which funds education programs for Native Americans, Alaska Natives and Native 
Hawaiians, from Title I of ESEA for the disadvantaged. The basis for Title I would be 
the measure of poverty while the basis for Title VII would be the trust relationship. 
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Thank you for considering this proposal for your FCC rules. We look forward to 

your visit to Hawaiÿi, and would be interested in meeting with you during your time in 
the islands. At your earliest convenience, please send us your travel schedule and 
note any possible dates that are available for us to get together. 

 
Mahalo, 

 
Wendy Roylo Hee 
Executive Director 
Native Hawaiian Education Council 
735 Bishop Street, Suite 200 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Office: 808-523-6432 
Fax: 808-523-6464 


