
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 

March 5, 2014 

719 vVe5r 3rd Strct:t ·P.O. Box 847 
Dorris~ CA 96023-0847 

(530) 397-2211 • tax (530) 397-2345 

Subject: Letter oflntent- FCC Rural Broadband Experiments 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Cal-Ore Telephone Co ("Cal-Ore") is very interested in the FCC rural broadband 
experiments. "Cal-Ore" is an Eligible Telephone Company ("ETC") serving 2,075 
residential, agricultural, commercial and industrial customers in rural Northern California 
since 1951. 

Although our area is rural and sparsely populated, the mission of"Cal-Ore" has always 
been to provide service at least equal to services available in more densely populated 
areas. We currently provide broadband service to our customers but have some portions 
of our territory that are underserved when considering the broadband needs of our 
residential, business and anchor institution's needs. We are fully committed to a fiber 
solution, as we have found other platforms to be less reliable and of insufficient capacity 
and speed. Our customers have repeatedly requested robust, reliable and affordable 
broadband services, our company is ready to step up and provide them with this essential 
service. Because we are local to the area, we know the people and the territory better 
than any other potential providers. 

Proposed Service Area 

"Cal-Ore" proposes to extend high speed broadband from our existing network into 
currently unserved and underserved areas within several FCC-eligible census tracts 
(specific tracts are listed at the bottom of this letter). These areas are currently 
economically disadvantaged, and need the services that this proposed network will 
provide. 

Our plans include partnering with Cal-Ore Communications, Inc. to jointly leverage our 
existing infrastructure, capabilities, and financial resources to efficiently and cost
effectively provide services to the critical community facilities and residents within these 
areas. Our intent is to coordinate with state and local agencies to enable efficient use of 
community resources, such as existing rights-of-way. 
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Critical Community Facilities 

The proposed broadband network will serve the following critical commwlity faciHties: 
• Two Elementary Schools, One Junior High School, and Two High Schools 
• Two Public Libraries 
• Multiple government offices, including the Siskiyou County Sheriffs sub-~1:ation, 

Tulelake Police Department, 2 USDA Forest Service District Officl!s and a USDA 
Forest Service barracks compound. 

• Two Rural Health Clinics 
• Two Community Centers and a Resource Center offering adult education and job 

training 

Additionally, the area includes business entities that could grow and provide more jobs 
once high speed broadband is available. These include: Plant Scien~.:e, L;c;~en Canyon 
Nursery, Dorris Lumber & Mouldi.ng and Klamath Best Marketing 

Based upon the census data, the proposed area includes 3,603 households. 

Proposed Service Offerings 

"Cal-Ore" currently offers 4 Mbps down and 1 Mbps up in this territory. We are 
concerned that this may be insufficient for today's needs, let alone for future applications. 
In addition, we ·want to provide anchor institutions with the needed bandwidth at prices 
that are competitive and affordable. Our offerings will include 10 Mbps, 20 Mbps, 50 
Mbps and 100 Mbps, as well as lower speeds if requested by the customers. We do have 
plans to offer Gigabit services which would be available to all anchor institutions. These 
service offerings will be priced according to the tiers of service on a monthly fee based 
on our tariff. All of our current packages will be ofl'ered throughout the new service area. 

Proposed Technologies 

"Cal-Ore" proposes to utilize Fiber To The Premise (}<TIP) for all last mile deployments 
adjacent to our existing fiber optic backbone routes. To future-proof the installation, we 
will deploy the fiber in an active Ethernet configuration. This will provide for the areas 
broadband needs now and well into the future. We have standardized on CALfX access 
equipment, and w:ill continue to utilize their product line for the new network. This will 
allow us to concentrate our efforts on the network build-out and not on working out bugs 
with a new equipment vendor. 

We intend to utilize "wireless local loop" equipment to reach isolated subscribers beyond 
the economical reach of optical fiber facilities. This will be similar to out ex.isting 
deployments in our certificated areas. Obviously the speed of the v.irt'less equipment is 
not equal to that of the optical filxlr, but we do achieve speeds much greater than the 3 
Mbs / 768 kbs noted as 'served' in the FCC's data. 
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Local Support 

"Cal-Ore" has received numerous formal requests from citizens and community leaders 
in the targeted project area to bring high speed broadband to the area. There is a great 
deal of interest and pent-up demand that we are eager to address. Once the network is 
deployed, "Cal-Ore" plans to hold conununity meetings to introduce the services to the 
residents, as well as provide resourc~:s for adult education, free Internet training classes, 
and other programs. We have rec~ived commitments from community leaders that city 
facilities will be made available for these programs. 

Team 

"Cal-Ore" plans to team up with Cal-Ore Communications, fnc. lo leverage existing and 
complementary infrastructure and services, as well as operating personnel. Additionally, 
we consider the municipalities and even the residents as members of our team, und we 
will work with community members and local government personnel in the project areas 
to minimize the impact of construction activities on the residents 

Project Timeline and Cost 

The initial fiber route has been completed; all that remains is the construction to the 
customer premise. 

A high-level estimate of funds required to build out the network would be $ 1,500,000.00 
and we intend to commit the appropriate amount of general funds to complete lhe project. 
It would be our preference to utilize one-time funding from the FCC for the balance 
raiher tban continuing funding. 

We have the capacity, experience, and capabilities to provide high speed broadband in 
these areas. We appreciate the opportunity provided by this proglllffi, and are eager to get 
started. 

Sinceraly, 

/$&r~$~ 
Edward B."Ormsbee 
President 
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Project Area Census Tracts 

06093000200 
06049000200 
06049000300 


