
Cooperative 

March 6, 20 14 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Expression of Interest Letter - WC Docket I 0-90, Connect America Fund 

Dear Ms. Dortch, 

T his leiter is subm itted to express interest in participating in lhe Rura l Broadband 
Experiments. Agate Mutual Telephone Cooperative Association is an incumben t Rate of 
Return local exchange carrier ( .. RoR LEC .. ) providing voice and broadband services to rural 
consumers for over 61 years in rural Co lorado with an average density or· 0.3 7 customers per 
square mile. This tr:1ck record proves that Agate Mutual Telephone has the experience and 
dedication to rural consumers needed to successfully deploy broadband in unserved areas. 
Agate Mutual Telephone is also a partner with Co lorado Communicat ions Transport ("CCT'') 
with nine other independent telephone companies and Zayo Bandwidth to create a 746-milc 
fiber optics ring which covers Northeastern Colorado. 

Broadband networks, particularly high-speed broadband networks, arc expensive to build and 
cost recovery typically requires mult iple years in rural high-cost areas and Agate M utual 
Telephone is very interested in partncring with the FCC to conduct experiments to find 
creative ways of deploying high-speed, scalable, IP-bascd networks in rural high-cost areas. 
The details of our potentia l experiment may be found below. 

Location of Potential Experiments 

Agate Mutual Te lephone is interested in providi ng service to elig ible locations in Census 
Tracts within Elbert County. Colorado. According to the FCC's release of potentially 
eligible T racts, there arc ten eligible locations within the Tract covering 75 square mi les 
w ith an average density of 0. 13 locations per square mi le. 

Census Tract N umber 

8039961 I .00 

Agate Mutual Telephone 
phone 719-764-2578 
fax 719-764-2391 
P.O. Box 38 
38619 Monroe Street 
Agate. Colorado 80101-0038 

N um ber of Locations 

10 

Nu mber 
Institutions 

0 

or Anchor 



Broad baud Tech uology 

13ascd on the funding leve l availab le, /\gate M utual Telephone wou ld usc fiber to the premise to 
deploy broadband capable network in the census Tract 80399611.00. 

Service O.flerings 

The IP Network described above would be capable of' supporting voice, high-speed broadband of at 
le<1st 4M bps downstream <1nd I Mbps upstream up to 6 Mbps. T he exact price of' these serv ices w ill 
likely be similar to /\ ga te Mutual Telephone's current offerings to ou r exist ing customers. 

Existing Providers 

/\!though Fairpoint Communications serves all or a portion of the proposed experiment area, the 
se rvice is offered over an obsolete DSL network that prov ides limited speeds and reli<1b i l ity. Th is 
offering is inferior to the network that /\gate Mutual Te lephone wou ld deploy in i ts experiment and 
it is therefore in the public interest for the FCC to deviate from its general policy of not supporting 
1\\ 0 or more providers in an area. 

Necessru:y Funding 

Based on th~.: road mile$ in the census trnct. /\gate Mutua l Telephone es timates that th is experim en t 
"ill require $825.000 to construct the requi red facilities. This estimate \\as based without kno\\ ing 
the exact lunnions needing to be served. Once exact locations arc provided. we would be able to 
give a c loser est imate on the cons truct ion costs atthnt time. The Company wou ld require necessary 
support in one time funding. 

/\gate Mutual Telephone thanks the FCC for the opportunity to participate in thi s process. /\ny 
questions about this letter of interest should be directed to Daniel 1-Io llembeak at the inform at ion 
below. 

Sincerely. 

~~-
Daniel llollembeak 
Cicneral Manager 


