
Fishers Island Telephone Corporation 
Fishers Island 

J. Christopher Finan 
President 

March 6, 2014 

New York 06390 
AREA CODE 631/788-725 1 

Fax 631/788-7798 

Via Electronic Comment Filing System 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20554 

Re: WC Docket No. 10-90 -Expression of Interest in Conducting Rural Broadband Experiment 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Enclosed for electronic filing via the Electronic Comment Filing System ("ECFS") in compliance 
with Federal Communications ("FCC") Order, FCC 14-5, is the attached non-binding Expression of 
Interest ("EOI") for Fishers Island Telephone Corporation, ("Fishers Island Telephone") regarding 
the Connect America Phase II network experiments. Fishers Island Telephone appreciates the 
opportunity to file the non-binding EOI. 

If you have any questions or concerns on the attached EOI, please contact me. 

RespectfullY. Submitted, 

LtJ~fo"':J 
Chris Finan 
President 

(631) 788-7251 
=md.net 

Attachments (Non-binding EOI) 



Non-Binding Expression of Interest- Phase II Rural Broadband Experiment 

Fishers Island Telephone Corporation, ("Fishers Island Telephone") submits this Expression of Interest 
(

11EOI") for Connect America Phase II Rural Broadband Experiments per Federal Communications 
Commisston ("FCC") Order, FCC 14-5. This is Stage 1 of the FCC's Phase II experiment proposals and 
Fishers Island Telephone anxiously awaits release of the Stage 2 formal proposal requirements. 

Background 

Fishers Island Telephone services a unique geographical area as we are located in Fisher Island, New 
York ("the Island" or "Fishers Island") which is part of the town of Southold in Suffolk County. The Island 
is about nine miles long and one mile wide with plane and ferry services being the means of 
transportation to and from the Island. Fisher Island is about eleven miles from Long Island, New York; 
seven miles from New London, Connecticut, and about two miles from Groton Long Point, Connecticut. 

Fishers Island Telephone has a successful proven history as a communications provider. Fishers Island 
Telephone, formally Fishers Island Telegraph Co., has worked on deploying modern technologies to the 
Island for phone service since the late 1800's after the first submarine cable was laid between the 
mainland and Fishers Island. Fishers Island Telephone installed a microwave tower in the early 2000's in 
order to offer Internet services to the Island's residents and businesses. 

As an independent local exchange carrier, Fishers Island Telephone has Eligible Telecommunication 
Carrier ("ETC") status in the exchange of Fishers Island, NY. Fishers Island Telephone has been and 
currently is a recipient of Universal Service Funding and has extensive experience with the requirements 
of filing required reports and maintaining support. 

Fishers Island Telephone is also affiliated with Fishers Island Electric Corporation and Fishers Island 
Water Works Corporation and would be partnering to make the proposed project a success. Fishers 
Island is also unique as there is no local government. 

Proposed Service Area 

Although year around population is shy of a few hundred residents, Fishers Island Telephone has to be 
able to support a few thousand residents with telephone and internet services due to the peak summer 
population. The year round population supports Fisher Island School (K-12), volunteer fire department, 
emergency medical technicians, health services, public library, community center and many other 
critical functions for the Island, not to mention most of the services to the seasonal community such as 
the police station. 

Fishers Island Telephone needs government funding to bring improved high speed Internet to their 
current service exchange; therefore the proposed service area covers the census tract number 
3610317202 for only Fishers Island, NY. The project is estimated to provide high-speed broadband 
access to an estimated total of 665 locations once completed. 
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Broadband Technology 

Fishers Island Telephone anticipates utilizing a combination of VDSL2 and WiMAX technologies for this 
proposed project area in order to build a high-speed broadband network throughout the Island. This 
architecture would provide a robust, broadband networking solution that offers the flexibility to meet 
the customer demand. The deployed technology will enable Fishers Island Telephone the ability to offer 
a variety of communications services, including carrier-class telephony, high-speed Internet access, 
Voice over Internet Protocol (VoiP), and interactive, two-way broadband services. 

In addition to the VDSL2 and WiMAX broadband access technology, Fishers Island Telephone is 
proposing to construct a fiber optic cable to connect the Island to Groton, CT. This fiber optic cable will 
provide improved capacity for transporting communications traffic from Fishers Island to the rest of the 
world. In addition, it will provide a much needed redundant path to augment the existing microwave 
wireless connection. 

Service Offerings 

The service offerings anticipated by Fishers Island Telephone are voice service and high-speed 
broadband service. The broadband speeds expected to be available to all homes and businesses passed, 
including CAis within the proposed project area, are up to 100 Mbps in the VDSL2 areas and up to 30 
Mbps for the WiMAX area. Fishers Island Telephone estimates the project to be completed within 18 to 
24 months of award date. The pricing has not yet been determined by Fishers Island Telephone, but is 
expected to be similarly priced with services offered currently and on other islands similar to Fishers 
Island. 

Funding 

Fishers Island Telephone estimates this project to have a total cost of approximately $4 million. The 
anticipated requested funding amount will be one time support of $3 million and $1 million requested 
over a five year period. The funding request is due the cost of building a robust, scalable, high-speed 
broadband and voice network on the Island. Once the final rules and budget for the Rural CAF 
Experiment are released by the FCC, Fishers Island Telephone will better define the project and the 
applicable costs should a formal proposal be submitted. 

Conclusion 

Fishers Island Telephone appreciates the opportunity that the FCC is providing by allowing rural 
independent local exchange carriers to submit an Expression of Interest for the Rural CAF Experiment. 
As stated above, Fishers Island Telephone is considering a combination of VDSL2 and WiMAX 
technologies network build within their current service exchange on the Island. By funding the 
proposed project, Fishers Island Telephone can reach out to its current and seasonal residents and 
businesses that lack access to high-speed broadband capabilities. The Fishers Island Telephone 
proposed hybrid fiber/wireless network would provide the residents, businesses, and community anchor 
institutions with a high-speed, robust, scalable broadband networking solution that offers virtually 
unlimited bandwidth to areas that has been lacking high-speed service. 

Fishers Island Telephone is committed to providing a solution to the challenges the residents and 
businesses have with the current lack of high quality and dependable high speed broadband. Fishers 
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Island Telephone is an experienced, dedicated, and committed telecommunications provider. The 
experienced staff is extremely knowledgeable and holds the resources to complete the proposed 
overbuild of the Island and deliver advanced services to each person who lives and works within the 
proposed service area year around. The proposed project cannot be completed without FCC funding. 
Thank you for taking this proposed project into consideration as the final rules and budget are set for 
the available experiments. 
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