
 

 

DATE:  March 7, 2014 
 
FROM:  Springport Telephone Company 
 
TO:  Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Staff 
 
SUBJECT: Expression of Interest – Rural Trials   
  Docket No. 10-90 

 

Background 

Springport Telephone Company is an ILEC located in Jackson County, Michigan.  The exchange 
covers approximately 120 square miles, with a majority of the exchange consisting of rural area with 
the exception of the town of Springport.  Springport is working to provide broadband speeds to it’s 
subscribers on the existing copper plant.  The ADSL service is capable of providing some 
broadband speeds in excess of 4 Mbps, but only to those subscribers that are close to the Central 
Office.  At this time Springport Telephone offers voice, data and cable TV to it’s subscribers.   The 
ultimate goal for Springport Telephone Company is to provide fiber to the home, and through the 
assistance of this they would be able to accomplish that goal. 

  

Geographic Territory – 

 

The proposed system will introduce FTTH to the entire exchange area.  The population density 
outside of the town area is approximately 7.7 homes per mile.  The number of homes passed will be 
1526.  This project will cover over 357 Census Blocks in the Census Tracts of 
006600,006500,003200,and 003700. 

 

List of Anchor Institutions 

 

  JACKSON DISTRICT LIBRARY, SPRINGPORT 
  SPRING PORT/ CLARENCE TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT 

SPRINGPORT BRANCH LIBRARY 

SPRINGPORT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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SPRINGPORT HIGH SCHOOL 

SPRINGPORT HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 

SPRINGPORT MIDDLE SCHOOL 

SPRINGPORT TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 

Proposed technology 

 
The technology of choice for this project would be a GPON network.  This network would be 
designed to provide centralized splitters, thereby in the future the system can be upgraded to an 
Active Ethernet system, by changing out electronics and splitters.  Service offerings will start at 10 
Mbps, 20 Mbps, 50 Mbps, and 100 Mbps.  Business and Anchor Institutions can be offered full 
Gigabit service if requested.  These service offerings will be priced according to the tiers of service 
on a monthly fee of $50 (10 Mbps), $75 (20 Mbps), $100 (50 Mbps) and $125 (100 Mbps). 
 
State and/or Local or Tribal Government Participation in and/or Support for Project 
 

Springport Telephone Company has worked closely with the County and State Highway authorities 
for many years.  The project would use the same right-of-way (ROW) for the construction  of this 
project therefore permits would be expedited swiftly. 

 

Existing Providers 

 

Springport Telephone Company is the primary provider of Broadband service to the area, with 
some wireless providers offering speeds that cannot compete with the wireline service. 

 

Project Timeline 

 

Springport Telephone Company has been exploring the offering of fiber broadband services to it’s 
subscribers. 

 

Scalability  

 

This project would be built in phases over a three (3) year period.  

 

Total Utility Investment 

 

$1,129,240 

 

One Time Capital Infrastructure Investment Needed 

 

$4,516,960 

 



Total Project Cost 

$5,646,200 


