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March 7, 2014 

Letter - Expression of Interest 
VIA ECFS 

Chairman Thomas Wheeler 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn 
Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel 
Commissioner Ajit Pai 
Commissioner Michael O'Rielly 
Jonathan Chambers 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 20024 
Washington, DC 

Re: Expression of Interest- Rural Broadband Experiments 
Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90 

Dear Chairman Wheeler, Commissioners, and Mr. Chambers, 

This letter is to express The Nova Telephone Company's interest in receiving 
funding from the Rural Broadband Experiments announced at the January 30th 
FCC Open Meeting. 

Background 
The Nova Telephone Company, Incorporated (NOVA) has been the carrier of last 
resort of voice service, for over 50 years, providing land line voice, wireless voice 
and broadband data services to customers in northern Ashland County, Ohio. 
We serve over 700 customers with local voice, long distance, broadband and 
satellite video services. Our objective to offer robust broadband services 
throughout all our territories as well as extend our services into territories that are 
either unserved or underserved. This is planned to be accomplished through a 
combination of fiber and wireless technologies. 

Geographic Territory 
NOVA's plan is to provide a combination of fiber and broadband wireless to 
areas within census tracts of Ashland County. NOVA already has fiber placed all 
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throughout its certificated serving area. Once more, NOVA offers very robust 
high speed broadband to all of its passed premises. NOVA has already 
implemented Ethernet in conjunction with a fiber-facility based provider out of 
Cleveland, to bring over 100 mbps of bandwidth to its distribution network, 
scalable to over 10 gigabits per second, as demand requires. It can leverage its 
existing investment to extend the same services to residences and businesses in 
adjacent areas. NOVA also intends to connect anchor institutions to critical 
institutions of interest in Cleveland , Akron, Canton and Columbus, so that these 
rural areas will have access to services only available in the metropolitan areas. 

Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) Status. 
NOVA has already obtained Eligible Telecommunications Carrier status in its 
serving areas. NOVA intends to file for extended ETC status to cover the areas 
of interest in Ashland County. 

List of Anchor Institutions 
There are many anchor institutions within these counties, all of which would be 
targeted by NOVA to serve Ethernet service to connect the following types of 
institutions to universities, hospitals, emergency management centers as well as 
other centrally located institutions out of reach of these areas: 

- Schools (K-12, regional universities) 
- Libraries 
- Municipalities 
- Healthcare centers (Tribal, non-tribal) 
- Government offices/agencies 

NOVA's intention is to connect these rural locations to vital services that are 
offered in the metropolitan areas of the state. 

Proposed technology 
NOVA intends to leverage its existing fiber transport and extend out fiber in areas 
to homes, business and anchor institutions. NOVA is looking at both active 
gigabit Ethernet and GPON, both fiber-to-the-premise technologies. To expand 
the broadband coverage from these proposed areas, NOVA will utilize negotiated 
access to licensed AWS/CMRS frequencies as well as use unlicensed wireless 
for outlying areas beyond the reach of fiber drops. However, NOVA intends to 
continue expanding the fiber further into these outlying areas, as economically 
feasible. 
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State and/or Local or Tribal Government Participation in and/or Support for 
Project 
There are no tribal lands in Ashland County, yet NOVA will work with county; 
state and city municipalities as well as school districts, healthcare organizations 
and emergency service management institutions to assure these targeted areas 
are served through concerted efforts of community leadership, rather than simply 
another telecommunications carrier. 

Project Timeline 
NOVA is currently pursuing due diligence, design and cost estimates for these 
areas. Currently, it is too early for NOVA to specify complete cost of the trials. 
However, we are aware of CAF available for Ashland FIPS tracts and in 
combination with leveraging our current infrastructure and operations in northern 
Ashland County, we are in a prime position to assure robust broadband and 
critical connectivity to all anchor institutions can be achieved efficiently. 

Thank you for considering our Expression of Interest in your decision about the 
amount of funding that will be allocated in the Rural Broadband Experiments. We 
commend the FCC in this effort to connect rural communities and are ready to 
help you close the digital divide. 

SiCJ!--
CHARLES D. MATTINGLY 
PRESIDENT 

THE NOVA TELEPHONE COMPANY 


