
21668 Double Arch Road 
P.O. Box 29 
Staunton, IL 62088 
(618) 635-5000 

VIA ECFS 

March 7, 2014 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Attn: Wireline Competition Bureau 

Re: WC Docket No. 10-90 
Rural Broadband Experiment Expression of Interest for Price Cap Areas 
Madison Communications, Inc. 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Madison Communications, Inc. (Madison Communications) is a facility based, rural provider of Competitive 
Local Exchange Service (VoiP), locally operated Digital CATV (Head-End) Service provider and Broadband 
Service provider deploying DOCSIS 3.0 (Cable Modem) connections. Our operation is headquartered in rural 
Staunton, IL and is located almost equal distance (approximately 60 miles) from Springfield, IL (north) and St. 
Louis, MO (south) . Strategically located in Southwest-Central Illinois, approximately 250 miles southwest of 
Chicago, Madison Communications is a family owned company that also includes affiliated companies known 
as: 

• Madison Telephone Company- A state certified/authorized regulated ETC (RLEC) serving the rural 
Illinois communities of Staunton, Livingston, Hamel, Worden and Prairietown. 

• Madison Network Systems, Inc.-An affiliate company that provides deregulated middle-mile 
connectivity for Internet, VoiP and Long Distance services. 

Upon approval, Madison Communications will file for the proper Eligible Telecommunication Carrier (ETC) 
status required to comply with this docket. Madison Communications is prepared to proceed with required 
regulatory filings necessary for granting ETC/CETC approval and is experienced with all state and federal 
reporting requirements associated with the granting of such status. In consideration of our current ETC (RLEC) 
reporting, Madison Telephone Company and Madison Communications exceeds all required service quality 
standards and is diligent in the proper reporting of all required regulatory filings. If an award is granted, 
Madison Communications will maintain our superior commitment to customer service quality and regulatory 
compliance in all necessary state and federal filing/reporting requirements. 



CENSUS TRACTS MADISON COMMUNICATIONS IS SUBMITIING FOR BROADBAND TRIAL FUNDING 

The following is Madison Communications' plan for FCC consideration of our non-binding Expression Of 
Interest (EOI) relevant to provisioning broadband technology in unserved price cap area Census Tracts: 

Extreme I~ 
Eligible High Cost High Cost 

State County County Name Tract ID Locations Locations Annual Support 

IL 17005 Bond 17005951400 912 63 $525,655.16 
IL 17117 Macoupin 17117956100 118 34 $141,448.77 
IL 17117 Macoupin 17117956200 576 211 $391,739.32 
IL 17117 Macoupin 17117956300 874 160 $481,393.01 
IL 17117 Macoupin 17117956500 732 150 $509,660.27 
IL 17117 Macoupin 17117956600 312 13 $216,394.49 
IL 17117 Macoupin 17117956700 490 26 $287,958.32 
IL 17117 Macoupin 17117956800 198 24 $185,054.38 
IL 17117 Macoupin 17117957000 131 21 $ 94,493.84 
IL 17117 Macoupin 17117957100 30 7 $ 38,385.47 
IL 17119 Madison 17119402801 115 0 $ 13,821.59 
IL 17119 Madison 17119402802 197 3 $ 79,130.27 
IL 17119 Madison 17119403701 225 18 $140,428.40 
IL 17119 Madison 17119403702 284 7 $124,252.85 
IL 17119 Madison 17119403802 19 8 $ 40,046.85 
IL 17135 Montgomery 17135957600 564 133 $579,569.75 
IL 17135 Montgomery 17135958000 850 135 $454,684.23 

BROADBAND TECHNOLOGY 

Madison Communications intends on deploying and designing scalable network architecture in the most cost 
effective solution, albeit technology agnostic, designed to deliver 20M bps {download) and 2 Mbps (upload) as 
a benchmark. Madison Communications, upon approval of this application, fully supports the aforementioned 
design benchmark and will further commit to the delivery of a minimum of 3Mbps/768Kbps prescribed for in 
the Docket to every customer in the Census Tract. The build out to the unserved areas within the Census 
Tracts will preferably be done utilizing FTIH whenever possible. Madison further commits FTIH for unserved 
Anchor Institution within the Census Tract, as is done by working with our customers in our current Broadband 
footprint. Mutually beneficial FTIH deployments are done with our existing Anchor Institutions and Enterprise 
customers to serve the increased demands to effectively compete. 

FUNDING REQUESTED 

The price cap carrier model support specified for the census tracts listed above will be provided to price cap 
carriers on an annual basis for five years which would total $21,520,585 for all census tracts listed. Madison 
Communications requests this same amount of funding from Connect America Funds in one-time funding to 
deploy broadband to the unserved high cost and extremely high cost locations within the census tracts and 
fund ongoing expenses to operate the system. The costs will be refined if and when a formal proposal is 
submitted. Once the Census Block information is made available on the unserved locations within the Census 



Tracts, Madison stands prepared to finalize our efforts to identify the financial requirements to meet the FCC 
rules that have yet to be determined. 

PARTNERSHIPS 

Along with reviewing our internal capital budget we will also work with additional rural Telephone & Electric 
partners, Economic Development Executives, Municipal, County and State government agencies if additional 
funding considerations are required to serve these Census Tracts. Madison Communications is actively 
engaged and represented in multiple public-private partnerships, maintains industry leadership positions and 
actively works within the framework of local, state and federal government agencies for solutions to 
provisioning access to Broadband as a critical infrastructure. 

Our concentrated efforts with policy makers are well documented and meant to assure that communities, 
enterprise customers, anchor institutions and consumers are prepared for the social and economic value of 
access to Broadband connectivity. Our assurance on delivering rural Broadband is also underscored by our 
ongoing contribution to the additional critical attributes of Broadband adoption, pricing and training for the 
meaningful use of the technology as it drives social and economic benefit to our region. 

Madison is committed to the deployment of Broadband as an economic and social enabler for the purpose of 
inspiring a mutual effort knowing that this technology is a necessary requirement for rural Illinois to compete 
a global economy. We recognize that broadband delivery is a critical solution required to support Health Care, 
Education and Anchor Institutions that provide the mechanism for access to emergency and social services. 

Stability to our rural region is also providing Broadband as the economic job creation engine needed for our 
communities and region to effectively compete in Enterprise retention, growth and attraction. Broadband 
provides the unparalleled solution to having access to global opportunities and economic growth not being 
restricted and bound by geographic borders. 

SUMMARY 

It is with confidence, network and operational expertise, along with responsible resource management, that 
Madison Communications, Inc. appreciates this opportunity for consideration of this non-binding Expression 
Of Interest. The continued development and formation of prudent Public Policy, coupled with an executable 
Action Plan that will expand the availability of Broadband to unserved, rural Price Cap Area Census Tracts is 
mutually beneficial to all concerned. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mr. Robert Schwartz 
President Senior Vice President 


