
 
 
REV 

C/O P.O. Box 100 
Centerville, TN 37033 

 

March 6, 2014 

 

The Honorable Marlene H. Dortch - Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20554 

 

Re: Expression of Interest, Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90: Technology 

Transitions, GN Docket No. 13-5 
 

Introduction 
 

The Regional Economic Vibrancy (REV) initiative is a grassroots effort among eight counties in 
southern Middle Tennessee to provide, among other offerings, broadband or high-speed internet 
access to the “last mile.”  Southern Middle Tennessee, located approximately 50-80 miles 
southwest of Nashville, represents the largest underserved area in the state.  The eight counties 
include rural geographies that present physical challenges to service providers.  Infrastructure to 
support internet access is difficult and expensive. This has affected the ability of this area to 
grow economically and continues to have a serious impact on opportunities to attract businesses 
that could offer employment to the citizens of this region.  In addition, the lack of access to high-
speed internet has a direct impact on state education goals, such as Governor Haslam’s recent 
“Drive to 55” initiative.  Delivery of educational content via internet access is quickly becoming 
not only desirable, but also essential.  Many students in these areas are left behind, suffering 
from the digital divide, and are unable to benefit from the online educational opportunities 
offered by almost all colleges and universities. 
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Background 

As part of the REV initiative, partnerships have been developed to ensure focus on providing 
affordable and high-speed internet access to all constituents of the eight counties.  These 
partnerships include local business owners, journalists, educational institutions, leaders of the 
communities, and independent internet service providers.  JTM Broadband, LLC and Tennessee 
Wireless, LLC are wireless internet service providers (WISPs) that have been providing high 
speed, affordable, quality internet services to the mid-south Tennessee region for the past three 
years via fiber DIA, fixed wireless, and mobile access connections. Both companies are currently 
offering managed services, VoIP phone services, and high-speed internet to businesses and 
residences.  The combined service area of the providers includes Giles, Hickman, Humphreys, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Maury, Perry, and Wayne counties. 

List of Potential Anchor Institutions 

Columbia State Community College – Four campus locations in Middle Tennessee, including 
Lawrence County, Marshall County, Maury County, and Wayne County.  

Local and rural library facilities; community centers; educational partners 

Local Government Support 

The internet service providers currently have working partnerships and contracts with Hickman 
and Humphreys Counties, the Town of Centerville, and the City of Hohenwald.   

The intended project possesses a great amount of support from county and city officials in the 
proposed project territory.  For specific letters of support from county officials in the area, please 
see Addendum A and B. 

Geographic Territory 

The target area consists of approximately 1126 square miles in the nine-county region served by 
Columbia State University.  This includes the counties of Giles, Hickman, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Marshall, Maury, Perry, Wayne and parts of Williamson County. 



 

The project coverage area will include the following census tracts. 

County  County Name  Tract IDs 

47055  Giles 
47055920100, 47055920200, 47055920300, 
47055920400, 47055920500, 47055920600, 
47055920700, 47055920800 

        

47081  Hickman 
47081950100, 47081950200, 47081950301, 
47081950302, 47081950400, 47081950500 

        

47099  Lawrence 

47099960100, 47099960200, 47099960300, 
47099960401, 47099960402, 47099960501, 
47099960502, 47099960600, 47099960700, 
47099960800 

        

47101  Lewis  47101970100, 47101970200 

        

47117  Marshall  47117955100, 47117955200, 47117955500 

        

47119  Maury 
47119010100, 47119010201, 47119010202, 
47119010302, 47119010900, 47119011001, 
47119011002, 47119011200 

        

47135  Perry  47135930200 

        

47181  Wayne 
47181950100, 47181950200, 47181950300, 
47181950400 

        

47187  Williamson  47187051100, 47187051201 

 

Proposed Technology 
 
The proposed technology for these strategies will include multiple methods to reach the outlying 
areas of the intended service region. The methodology will be dependent on current 
infrastructure (existing towers or buildings) and the terrain to be traversed.  It will include fiber 
and both licensed and unlicensed microwave backhauls.  
 
Due to the varied population density of this region, the last mile strategy will cover three 
different delivery methods, composed of carrier class fiber and a distributed fixed wireless 
topology.  
 
All service will begin with fiber to a main anchor tower for each area.  From this main tower, 
smaller auxiliary towers will be placed to provide service to end users.  The three different 



delivery mechanisms will be dependent upon the population density and terrain of the area and 
will be composed of one of the three following options. 
 

1. End users in high-density areas will be served by a combination of a licensed LTE fixed 
wireless solution where licensed space is available, or via FTTx solutions where it is not.  
Speeds will be available up to 30 Mbps. 

2. In a moderate population density, an air-fiber solution will be used that makes use of 
unlicensed backhauls to transmit the signal to access poles in the public easement of the 
streets.  Access points will be distributed at a ratio to provide a near coverage wireless 
solution that will provide speeds up to 10 Mbps per household. 

3. In areas with a sparse population density or with a diverse elevation, traditional fixed 
wireless solutions will be deployed with speeds up to 4 Mbps per household. 

 
Project Timeline 
 
JTM Broadband, LLC and Tennessee Wireless, LLC have proven models for service provisions 
and are already at work in several of the identified census tracts.  The project is shovel ready 
after securing locations for infrastructure.  An aggressive project plan is being prepared to 
enhance the work that is in progress.  The current outlook for a project to cover this entire area is 
five years, which is an implementation rate of approximately two census tracts per quarter. 
 
Onetime Capital Infrastructure Investment Required 
 
2.5 Million 
 
Estimated Total Project Costs 
 
2.5 Million 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Addendum A to Expression of Interest Letter 

Support for the project from local community leaders 

 

“From my standpoint, access to high speed, dependable and affordable internet is the number one 
economic development issue for our rural communities. Our citizens must be able to embrace 
technology on a daily basis in order to participate and succeed in global economies. . . . I can 
verify that the presence of high speed, dependable, and affordable internet is absolutely expected 
and required for business operations in every industry, and needed for our communities so that 
our citizens can develop technology skills and understanding.” 

JAN McKEEL 

Executive Director, South Central Tennessee Workforce Alliance 

Columbia TN  

 

 “The consortium between Regional Economic Vibrancy and Columbia State Community 
College is veritable music to my ears! . . . The money spent on such a pursuit, in my humble 
opinion, would bring a superior return on investment for local college students, post-graduate 
students, lifetime learners and business entrepreneurs.” 

VAN WARD 

Mayor, Lewis County 

Hohenwald TN  

 

 “The rural counties of southern Middle Tennessee have a desire to be a part of the 21st century. 
In order to succeed in this endeavor there is a need to have access to broadband throughout this 
entire area, which we do not have. How can we grow business and aid in education of our 
citizens if we are not offered the opportunities that are offered in the more populated areas of our 
state? With broadband availability, this would be a huge tool on the highway of success. Without 
broadband we have closed the window for many people in economic growth.” 

JOE BOYD LIGGETT 

Mayor, Marshall County 



Lewisburg TN 

 

“Our workforce alliance is dramatically underserved by internet service providers primarily 
because the capital costs of extending service to less populated areas does not yield enough 
return on their investment. That’s understandable! But it still leaves us unable to provide our 
youth with the home study technology that is now required; it doesn’t produce a way for our 
citizens to expand their knowledge or improve their skills so as to be more marketable 
employees; and it certainly doesn’t help our continuing efforts to lure new businesses and new 
employers to our community.” 

STEVE GREGORY 

Mayor, Hickman County 

Centerville TN 

 

It’s been said that the internet is the highway of tomorrow. If so, to put it in perspective, this 
would mean that too many areas in Perry County are only served by the equivalent of dirt roads 
as they lack access to affordable, dependable broadband service. This access is related to the 
growth of our community and the region as a whole. In today’s electronic age, the internet is 
certainly not just for play and leisure activity. Businesses rely on it to communicate with their 
customers and students rely on it to advance their education.” 

JOHN H. CARROLL 

Mayor, Perry County 

Linden TN 

 

“The expansion of broadband in Maury County is critical for our continued economic health as 
we have many citizens in our county of approximately 85,000 residents who cannot access 
acceptable broadband. Columbia State Community College has its main campus located in 
Maury County and students in both our county and the other regions served by Columbia State 
are severely impacted by the lack of broadband service. . . . I urge the support of this program to 
expand broadband coverage. “ 

JAMES L. BAILEY JR. 

Mayor, Maury County 



Columbia TN 

Addendum B – Letter from Dr. Janet Smith, President, Columbia State Community 
College to county and city mayors for support of REV initiatives 

Honorable County Mayors 

Workforce Investment Area 10 

I want to tell you about the exciting initial work of REV, Regional Economic Vibrancy, because 
we need your help.   

As you know, South Central Tennessee has been impacted by major job losses over the past two 
decades, and our region is rural enough that we have been regularly overlooked in many areas 
during the same time. REV hopes to effect positive economic growth and educational 
opportunities for our citizens by targeting specific areas (Broadband, Education, Tourism and 
Highways) and by bringing the people of our eight-county region together.  Please see enclosed 
brochure for more details.  

As the President of Columbia State Community College, I am determined to partner with the 
REV initiative and local internet providers to attack the broadband problem in our service area.  
Columbia State wants to ensure our students; faculty and staff get high-speed, affordable internet 
service.  The “last mile” must be served and it is up to us, as community leaders, to bridge the 
digital divide for our fellow citizens and young people.   

In support of this initiative, Columbia State has pledged to provide technical resources from the 
college to the REV initiative to create solutions. By solving this issue for Columbia State’s 
community, we believe we also support your community’s economic growth potentials. 

As a leader in your area, you have much influence on how this problem is communicated to our 
state leaders.  Please convey to your state officials the urgency of finding a solution to broadband 
in our area.  We would be honored if you would consider joining the REV initiative and 
Columbia State in our efforts to better connect our students and your community to online 
resources.  Please contact Emily Siciensky, Associate VP for Information Technology at 
Columbia State by phone at 931-540-2704 or by email at esiciensky@columbiastate.edu for 
more information or to let her know you received this letter.  We greatly need your help. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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