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March 7, 2014 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Communication, MB Docket No. 09-182 (2010 Quadrennial 
Review), MB Docket No. 07-294 (Diversification of Ownership) 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 On March 5, 2014, Armstrong Williams, the sole owner of Howard Stirk Holdings, LLC 
(“HSH”), and HSH’s wholly owned, sole member companies HSH Flint (WEYI-TV) Licensee, 
LLC, and HSH Myrtle Beach (WWMB-TV) Licensee, LLC, licensees of WEYI-TV, Saginaw, 
Michigan, and WWMB-TV, Florence, South Carolina, respectively, met with Commissioner 
Mignon Clyburn and Adonis Hoffman, Chief of Staff to Commissioner Clyburn.  Mr. Williams 
was accompanied by undersigned, Colby M. May, Shirley Dave, HSH’s Corporate Manager, and 
Xavier Underwood, HSH’s Creative Projects Coordinator. 

 In the meeting, Mr. Williams explained his view that the Quadrennial Review needs to 
address the continuing decline in minority and new entrant broadcast ownership.  For example, 
HSH’s Saginaw (Flint) and Florence (Myrtle Beach) stations represent two of only three 
television stations licensed to African American owned companies in the United States today. 
HSH acquired and operates its stations using Joint Sales Agreements (JSA) and Shared Services 
Agreements (SSA). Mr. Williams emphasized that without the ability to enter into JSAs and 
SSAs, as an African American, he would not have been able to fulfill his lifelong dream of being 
a TV station owner.  HSH’s shared services agreements allowed him to obtain access to capital 
that would have otherwise been unavailable to him, and that access to capital and financing are 
the single biggest obstacles to new entrant and minority ownership. Singleton buyers of a TV 
station, especially in small and medium size markets, simply cannot get financing without these 
types of shared services agreements. In HSH’s experience, shared services arrangements 
provided the only means over that obstacle, and accordingly advance diversity, open opportunity, 
and generally serve the larger public interest. 
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 It was further noted that shared services arrangements had been specifically designed to 
comply with the Commission’s ownership (duopoly) rules, and not, as some claim, to circumvent 
them.  Shared services arrangements have been widely used for more than a decade, scrutinized 
and shaped by the Commission and its staff (HSH provided copies to the Commission’s staff of 
all requested documents and agreements during its assignment review), and historically approved 
in the way HSH was able to use them.  If JSAs and SSAs were no longer allowed, or ordered to 
be unwound, HSH would not be able to survive the competitive marketplace, and minorities and 
new entrants would lose one of the few opportunities for ownership and success. 

 Mr. Williams also shared the unique local programming efforts HSH has undertaken 
since acquiring its stations. Commissioner Clyburn was given a CD recording of HSH’s 
YouTube story found at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S92kkmujBUY&feature=youtu.be,
and a copy of the attached organizational, programming, and personnel information on HSH. 
HSH’s local focus and highlighting of local leaders and issues is a central reason Mr. Williams 
strived to become a TV licensee. Now HSH is helping insure local access to local programming, 
and stemming the migration of free-to-the-viewer programming to pay program services. In this 
context, it was pointed out, retransmission revenue is critical and is used to insure and enhance 
local and free-to-the-viewer programming, a virtuous cycle especially valuable to lower income 
and under-represented communities. Without shared services and joint retransmission consent 
arrangements, it is nearly impossible for a singleton station, like those of HSH, to get a fair price 
for its retransmission rights, especially when negotiating with the large carriers.  Rather than 
benefitting the public as some suggest, lower retransmission fees hurt the public interest because 
it means less money available to put into free-over-the-air local programming. HSH emphasized 
that it does not cede control of retransmission consent negotiations because it maintains the 
ultimate word on reaching its carriage agreement with the pay services, insuring local issues 
remain a focus throughout the process. 

 Mr. Williams emphasized his JSA and SSA arrangements were working well and helped 
insure essential access to capital, financing, and successful station operation experience, 
enhanced diversity of ownership and content, and help save and enhance local programming by 
maintaining control of retransmission consent negotiations, and advanced the larger public 
interest with a focus on local service. 

 In accordance with Section 1.1206(b) the Commission's rules, this notice is being filed in 
the Commission's Electronic Comment Filing System. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      Colby M. May 

xc: Commissioner Mignon Clyburn 
 Adonis Hoffman




















































