March 7, 2014
Letter—Expression of Interest VIA ECFS

Chairman Thomas Wheeler
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel
Commissioner Ajit Pai

Commissioner Michael O'Rielly

Chief of OSP Jonathan Chambers
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW 20024
Washington, DC

Re: Expression of Interest—Rural Broadband Trials Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90
Dear Chairman Wheeler, Commissioners, and Mr. Chambers:

This letter is to express our Towns’ (The Towns of Roseboom, Decatur, & Westford in Otsego County,
NY) interest in participating in the Rural Broadband Trials announced at the January 30" FCC Open
Meeting. We would like to take this opportunity to document The Town of Roseboom’s need for high-
speed Internet service. We respectfully ask the Federal Communications Commission to consider our
area’s need when making decisions regarding the Rural Broadband Trials and any future initiatives
related to the Connect America Fund.

Background
We are writing from Otsego County, in rural upstate New York. Our communities offer a “hometown”

quality of life, the beauty of many natural resources, and several opportunities to pursue an advanced
education. However, one of the challenges we face, is the demand of technology-driven infrastructure
in our communities. At this point in time, we are caught in the “digital divide” and do not have the
ability to provide basic internet services to our businesses and residents. As communities across the
globe develop new internet applications and services, we can’t even access the world-wide-web. One of
our goals for the community is to provide an environment for our residents and businesses to build and
grow in upstate New York. If we can build a basic broadband infrastructure in the community, we will
not only improve our residents’ quality of life, but also have an opportunity to pursue economic
development opportunities in Otsego County.

Geographic Territory
The Town of Roseboom is located at 42° 42’ 40” N 74° 43’ 36”W. It encompasses 33.1 square miles, 33.0
square miles of which is land, at an elevation of 1,453 ft above sea level. The Town of Decatur sits at 42°

40’ 13” N 74° 42’ 4”W. It encompasses 20.8 square miles, 20.6 square miles of which is land, at an
elevation of 2,100 ft. The Town of Westford can be found at 42° 38’N 74° 48'W. It encompasses 33.8



square miles, with only 0.04 square miles of water, at an elevation of 1,594 ft. All three towns are
comprised mainly of two distinct geologic areas: heavily forested mountains, and smaller areas of
broad, flat, valley farm land. It is our intent to provide basic broadband access to as many areas of
these three towns as possible, estimated at 60% of existing homes and businesses, while also
establishing access zones to accommodate future economic development in the area.

Proposed Technology

In order to prepare for the “next generation” of technologies, we would like to see broadband
constructed in our community that supports 1 Gig of digital traffic. Right now, 4 Mbps download/1Mbps
upload is acceptable, but we are interested in making an investment that supports growth for our
community and upstate New York. We are looking for an affordable option such as fiber-to-the-home or
fiber to a central hub, with wireless from that point to the end-user. We support an investment in
broadband technology that allows our neighbors, business owners and students the same abilities to
expand and evolve as other communities in the United States, and purchase this service at an equivalent
rate.

Existing Providers

While Hughes Net does provide service to limited sections of our census block, those sections served are
limited to 1 Mbps download/less than 1Mbps upload. This level of service will not support business
applications or economic growth, nor is it reliable enough to provide consistent, if albeit limited, service
to private residences in those geographic areas accessible by satellite.

Local Government Participation

We are interested in working with Southern Tier East Regional Planning Development Board to bring an
open-access, middle-mile fiber ring through our region. To build such infrastructure would allow last-
mile service providers to expand at a feasible cost and provide the telephone, internet, data and
television services we are lacking.

List of Anchor Institutions

The Towns of Decatur, Westford, and Roseboom contain no schools, hospitals, libraries, or other entities
that are defined in your listing of “anchor institutions.” All of these services are located in bordering or
larger towns within the county. However, the county of Otsego has recently received grant monies and
is a few years into the process of installing broadband in the more populous regions of the county. We
intend to use the county’s system as an anchor to extend outward from the county seat into much more
rural areas.

Thank you for considering our Expression of Interest in your decision about the amount of funding that
will be allocated in the Rural Broadband Trials. We commend you in this effort to connect rural

communities and are ready to help you close the “digital divide.”

Sincerely,



Christine Lalonde-Meade
Financial Assistant, Town of Roseboom
for:

Patti Gustafson
Supervisor, Town of Roseboom

Brad Davis

Supervisor, Town of Westford

Grace Pognhac
Supervisor, Town of Decatur



