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Yuma County is geographically located on the Eastern plains of Colorado, bordering Kansas and Nebraska. In land 
mass, the county is composed of approximately 2,400 square miles, 40 miles wide by 60 miles long. The county's 
economic base is supported mainly by agriculture, agricultural-based industry, and natural gas production. Citizens 
of Yuma County are ve1y fm1unate to have two medical hospitals that serve our residents, as we are several hours 
away from the large metropolitan trauma centers. Our children are being educated in four school districts 
throughout the county; as well as, outreach centers from two community colleges. 

We find ourselves, as does much of rural America, at a technical disadvantage. Precision agriculture, a technology 
that will lead our area into the future in crop production, water and nutrient conservation, and more, is set to 
explode in areas that have broadband capability. This is not only true for fanning, but also for: agriculture-based 
industry, hospitals, schools, and local governments that provide services to the public. Yuma County does not have 
county-wide broadband capabilities despite the ever-growing advance of technology. 

As technology moves forward in telemedicine and education, civic leaders need to take steps to guarantee that our 
hospitals and schools have the broadband capabilities to provide quality patient care and educate students for the 
future, not only in schools, but in the homes of patients, and our shtdents, too. 

Local government leaders in Yuma County recognize that most of our county is unserved, or underserved, when it 
comes to broadband service. The lack of sufficient broadband is having a negative financial impact on Yuma 
County. Industrial growth and good jobs are leaving Yuma County because other areas provide broadband at a 
more reasonable cost. 

Yuma County assembled a task force to develop a plan for improving broadband capabilities throughout the county. 
The task force of local government and community leaders; as well as, local Internet Service Providers meets 
monthly. A consultant has been hired to draft a plan and the process to improve broadband service. As Yuma 
County continues its planning process, we have reached out to our surrounding counties to see ifthere is interest in 
putting together a regional plan for broadband improvements. 

We, the Yuma County Commissioners recognize it is imperative that a plan be developed to provide robust 
broadband access throughout the county. It is vety important to: agriculture, industty, governments, hospitals, 
schools and citizens to improve the broadband capabilities at a reasonable cost. We feel the best solution would be 
a public-private pat1nership. 

Yuma County Commissioners fully support the public-private pmtnership between local government and private 
providers to improve the broadband capabilities in Yuma County. 

Sincerely, 
Yuma County Commissioners 
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