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March 7, 2014 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
Attn: Wireline Competition Bureau 

Re: WC Docket No. l 0-90 
Rural Broadband Experiment Expression of Interest for Price Cap Areas 
Waitsfield-Fayston Telephone Co., Inc. d/b/a Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

The Waitsfield-Fayston Telephone Co., Inc. d/b/a Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom (WCVT) 
~ere by expresses interest in participating in the Comm ission's rural broadband experiments to provide 
robust, scalable high-speed broadband to unserved high-cost areas with additional Connect America 
Fundi.ng. 

Background : 
WCVT is an independent, third-generation family owned telecommunications company providing local, 
long distance, high-speed Internet and subscription video services to customers in the Mad River and 
central Champlain Valley regions of Vermont. Currently, WCVT provi.des service to approximately 
I 8,500 access lines, I 2,000 broadband customers, and 3, I 00 subscription video customers. · 

In 20 I 0, WCVT was awarded Rural Uti lities Service Rural Broadband Infrastructure Program funding in 
the amount of $5,560,000. The funding was used to reach approximately 740 premises ir: pmtions of 
WCYT's most rural service areas with fiber to the home technology. 

Project Description: 
WCVT seeks to deliver advanced broadband services to the unserved communities listed herein. This 
critical infrastructure project will bring affordable, reliable Internet access at speeds from 5-1 OOMbps to 
using a scalable fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) Gigabit Passive Optical Network (GPON) architecture. The 
areas included are extremely difficult to serve· given Vermont's rural nature, rugged I mountainous terrain 
and low population density. The funding opportunity presented by this experiment eliminates WCVT 
cost constraints and creates a viable scenario for addressing the needs of the identified areas. Absent 
funding, it is highly uniikely that these areas will achieve I 00% high speed broadband coverage in the 
near future, if ever. 
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Despite its rural territory, WCVT has successfully made broadband services available to a majority of its 
customers. The areas that WCVT seeks to serve are immediately adjacent to its incumbent operating area 
giving these potential broadband subscribers a unique opportunity to not only gain access to critical 
broadband services but to receive those services from a local company committed to the communities it 
serves. 

The investment will enable rural Vermont residents to participate more fully in the digital life of the 
community, have access to valuable information from the internet, distance learning, e-government, and 
work at home opportunities. It wil l also generate a green business environment through on-line 
entrepreneurial, home based activity. 

Locations to be Served: 

Addison 50001960100 
Addison 50001960200 
Addison 50001960400 

Addison 50001960600 
Chittenden 50007002900 
Washington 50023954400 
Washington 50023955500 

An estimated I 024 customers would be served with this project. 

Services to be offered 
WCVT will offer voice and broadband over the proposed network. Pricing will be comparable with 
services currently provided in WCVT's existing exchanges. 

Funding 
Based on its knowledge of serving these rural areas, WCVT is seeking $4,608,000 in one time funding to 
complete th is project. 

Project Timeline: 
WCVT will be ready to begin the project within 24 months of notification of fund ing. 

Conclusion: 
Providing affordable broadband in these areas is simply economically unfeasible without financial 
assistance. WCVT appreciates the opportunity to provide th is non-binding expression of interest and 
looks forward to discussing this important program further with FCC staff. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 802-496-3391. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Roger Nishi 
Vice President- Industry Relations 


