
March 7, 2014 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Expression of Interest Letter – WC Docket 10-90, Connect America Fund 

Dear Ms. Dortch, 

This letter is submitted by Fidelity Communications Co., on behalf of its operating subsidiaries 
(collectively, “Fidelity”), to express interest in participating in the rural broadband experiments.  
Fidelity is uniquely positioned to partner with the FCC to conduct experiments to find creative 
ways to deploy high-speed, scalable, IP-based networks in rural high-cost areas.  Fidelity has 
varied operations, including a rural ILEC, CLECs, cable companies, and an ISP, all of whom 
focus on providing broadband, video and telecommunications services in rural, underserved 
areas. Through its subsidiary, Fidelity Telephone Company – a rural incumbent local exchange 
carrier – Fidelity has been providing services to rural consumers for seventy-four (74) years in 
rural Missouri with an average density of sixteen (16) customers per square mile.  This track 
record proves that Fidelity has the experience and dedication to rural consumers necessary to 
successfully deploy broadband in unserved areas, and to maximize the results of experimental 
funding.

Broadband networks, particularly high-speed broadband networks, are expensive to build and 
cost recovery typically requires multiple years in rural high-cost areas, and Fidelity is very 
interested in partnering with the FCC to conduct experiments to find creative ways of deploying 
high-speed, scalable, IP-based networks in rural high-cost areas.  In particular, Fidelity 
recognizes the need for service to be available to local schools, hospitals and other anchor 
institutions to ensure rural economic development and opportunity for all Americans.  To that 
end, Fidelity will take all reasonable steps to ensure our experiments maximize accessibility for 
all anchor institutions in the proposed areas.   

The details of our proposed experiments are set forth below. While these proposed areas consist 
solely of census blocks where internet access service of 3 Mbps/768 kbps is not available, 
Fidelity notes that, even in areas where it currently provides service at or above 3 Mbps/768 
kbps, its facilities are in need of upgrade to support greater speeds.  While Fidelity remains 
committed to making additional capital investment to meet is customer’s every-growing 
bandwidth needs, Fidelity and its customers would certainly benefit from additional federal 
support.
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Location of Potential Experiments 

As part of the FCC’s experiments, Fidelity is interested in providing service to eligible 
locations in the Census Tracts within Table 1 below.  According to the FCC’s release of 
potentially eligible Tracts, there are two-hundred fifteen (215) such eligible locations.  

Table 1 
Census Tract Number 

(GEOID) County, State Number of   
Locations 

051250105103000 Saline, AR 1 

051250105091003 Saline, AR 1 

051250105083030 Saline, AR 6 

051250105091023 Saline, AR 11 

051250105083010 Saline, AR 23 

290739602001115 Gasconade, MO 13 

290739602001018 Gasconade, MO 8 

290739602001017 Gasconade, MO 5 

290739602001002 Gasconade, MO 16 

290718005003079 Franklin,  MO 22 

290718005006070 Franklin,  MO 6 

290718005006112 Franklin,  MO 3 

290718005003071 Franklin,  MO 12 

291494802003084 Oregon, MO 1 

291494802003105 Oregon, MO 6 

291494802003086 Oregon, MO 1 

291494802002016 Oregon, MO 2 

291494802002023 Oregon, MO 3 

291494802002024 Oregon, MO 2 

291494802002033 Oregon, MO 13 

291494802003044 Oregon, MO 3 

482030201043024 Harrison, TX 12 

482030201043028 Harrison, TX 3 

482030201043031 Harrison, TX 2 

482030201043026 Harrison, TX 1 

482030201043030 Harrison, TX 5 

482030205023030 Harrison, TX 8 

482030201031038 Harrison, TX 24 
482030206041045 Harrison, TX 2 




