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March 07, 2014

Letter – Expression of Interest
VIA ECFS

Chairman Thomas Wheeler
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel
Commissioner Ajit Pai
Commissioner Michael O’Rielly
Jonathan Chambers
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW 20024
Washington, DC

Re: Expression of Interest – Rural Broadband Experiments
Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90

Chairman Wheeler, Commissioners, and Mr. Chambers,

This letter is to express Watershed Enterprises’s interest in participating in the Rural
Broadband Experiments announced at the January 30th FCC Open Meeting.

We are proposing you consider funding a project to bring broadband access to the interior
wilderness of the Central Adirondacks of northern New York.  Ironically, it is easier getting to
the Adirondacks (less than a day’s drive for more than 100 million people in the northeast US
making it ‘America’s Most Accessible Wilderness’) then it is staying ‘connected’ to home,
work, emergency services once you’re here!  (eg ‘no signal = no access’)

We respectfully request that the Federal Communications Commission’s consideration of our
area’s obvious needs when making decisions regarding the Rural Broadband Trials and any
future initiatives related to the Connect America Fund.
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Background & Geographic Territory

We’re requesting your future consideration for potentially funding the creation of  a new
high speed fiber loop in the Central Adirondacks (ADKs) of upstate New York where
there is literally is no access whatsoever.  Truly ‘dark territory’ (though it’s always map
dispalyed as ‘white’).

This is rural, mountainous, territory where low population counts and tight state
regulatory guidance (Adirondack Park Agency) - APA) presents a barrier to entry for
even ‘well heeled’ private for profit providers of mobile and broadband services can’t
‘navigate’.

The only viable option for service in this wilderness corridor is recently tested and
approved ‘White Space’ UHF services (see Town of Thurman trials by Rainmaker).

Were proposing one new buried fiber service (OC-768) beginning in Utica/Remesen along
the Adirondack Scenic RR (ASR) corridor to Tupper Lake (w/spur option to 10th
Mountain Division based at US Army facility at Fort Drum NY) and a second buried fiber
service (OC-192) from Newcomb to Saratoga, NY along the Saratoga & North Creek
Railroad.

Proposed technology  White Space (3Mbps-1Mbps).  Costed to less than $100/mo
(bandwidth &VoIP combined)

Existing Providers  No providers in the ASR corridor outside of Old Forge and Tupper
Lake.

Local Government Participation  Local government participation is anticipated, TBD.

List of Anchor Institutions  US Army’s 10th Mountain Division @ Fort Drum NY

Thank you for considering our Expression of Interest in your decisions about the amount of
funding that will be allocated in the Rural Broadband Experiments. We commend the FCC in
this effort to connect rural communities and are ready to help you close the digital divide.

Sincerely,

Ken Tucker
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