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Casair, Inc.      617 E. Lake St.  Stanton, MI 48888                     Telephone: 989-831-8800  casair.net 

March 5, 2014 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
Attn: Wireline Competition Bureau 
 
RE: Docket No. 10-90 Rural Broadband Experiment Non Binding Expression of Interest 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch, 

We are pleased to express our interest in the FCC’s order 14-5 rural broadband experiment. 
 

Brief History of Casair… 
1987 Casair begins in Automation, Computers and Cabling. 
1998 Casair becomes one of the first Fixed Wireless WISPs in the nation. 
1998 Casair began servicing and currently services two 911 centers. 
2000 Casair began utilizing USF funding to improve Internet to schools. 
2001 Casair constructs its first fiber optic backbone. 
2004 Casair was awarded a USDA/RUS Broadband Community Connect Grant. 
2009 Casair services the first ever FTTH customer in Montcalm County. 
2010 Casair was awarded a $26M USDA/BIP Grant/Loan for Hybrid Fiber Build. 
2010 Casair acquires FCC 2.5Ghz Licensed Band Spectrum. 
2011 Casair received CLEC license for the State Of Michigan 
2012 Casair begins rollout of its 400 mile FTTH network. 

 
Area to Cover 

The area we proposed to cover is the unserved and underserved areas of Lake County. Once 
more location detail is released; it may be feasible to expand any contiguous coverage area 
beyond the County boundaries. The left image is from Connect Michigan showing red area with 
broadband, the orange is underserved and tan is not served at all. The majority of Lake County is 
covered by the Huron Manistee National Forest and Peer Marquette National Forest. The green 
shaded area is forest, county boundaries in yellow. 
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Lake County is known as the poorest county in Michigan. The primary economy is summer 
tourism. The entire County has a total population of only 11,539, no cities and only two 
incorporated Villages. Our local bank will fund any of our financial needs but with an average of 8 
homes per square mile we have been unable to make a business case for it even with other partial 
grant funding sources.  
 
This area is also contiguous to our existing fiber ring built with 2010 ARRA/USDA/BIP/RUS 
grant/loan funds and therefore we can easily expand into the service area. 
 

County CountyName TractID 
Eligible High 

Cost Locations 

Extremely 
High Cost 
Locations 

 Annual 
Support 
Available  

26085 Lake 26085960100 881 53 $377,978.00 

26085 Lake 26085961100 245 2 $45,336.58 

26085 Lake 26085961200 130 8 $41,978.39 

26085 Lake 26085961300 706 34 $238,488.26 

     Total 1962 97 $703,781.23 
 
Delivered over… 
We propose to build Fiber-To-The-Home or FTTH system as fiber has nearly unlimited capacity with an 
extremely long and useful life.  
 
Services Offered… 
We propose Internet Access, VOIP and IP Video as we believe pure IP is the future of all media 
transport. 
Today we can offer speeds up to1000Mbit giving it a vibrant future. 
Today our basic residential fiber offering is our 50/50 plan which is 50meg for $50 a month. 
 
Funding Requested… 
For this area Casair proposes a combination of one time funding and annual reimbursement funds. 
We feel fiber can be installed and maintained for less than the annual support available as shown in the 
table. 
 
Timelines… 
The system will be designed, staked, clearances will be obtained and permitted. A single fiber crew can 
then plow in up to 1.6miles per day in rural areas. With multiple crews we will have no trouble meeting 
our goals. We can begin hooking up the first residents within months upon receiving notice to proceed. 
 
Community Support… 
I was first approached by a Lake County Official back in 2009 and the need is still overwhelming today. 
I have not forgotten that day and have been looking for a feasible way to help since. There is an 
outpouring of community support for this project. Please find attached letters of support for this project 
from various organizations. 
 
In Closing… 
It is our mission to help people and give them reliable broadband where there are no options. We have 
the facility, equipment, expertise and experience to serve this areas needs. We are excited that the 
FCC recognizes small companies like ours are making a difference in peoples’ lives. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

Steven R. Meinhardt, President 
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Business Development Association of Lake County 
        Baldwin, MI 49304  
        LakeBusinessCenter@Gmail.com 

Friday, March 07, 2014 
 
Crystal Automation Systems, Inc. 
DBA Casair, Inc. 
617 E. Lake St (M-66) 
Stanton, MI 48888-8902 
Via email: Steve Meinhardt     steve@casair.net 
 
Dear Sir:  
 
Business Development Association of Lake County is pleased to write a letter in support of the 
proposal for Hi-speed Internet in Lake County, Michigan being submitted to the FCC’s program 
by Casair of Stanton, Michigan.  Casair has demonstrated its commitment to providing rural 
communities with a reliable access to the digital world.  Lake County with its high unemployment 
and lack of access to the digital highway needs the access to the Internet to impact the number of 
isolated communities in the county.  Since Casairs development in Walkerville provided to 
students and businesses; Lake County would benefit with extension of fiber and wireless network 
from Reed City into Lake County.  
 
In conclusion, I fully support the efforts of the Casair as they seek external funding to support a 
program designed to provide lake County in areas currently un-served or under-served by Telco’s 
or other Internet providers. As a small business incubator, the Internet is critical to the operation 
of Business Development Association of Lake County. Our classes require access to a wide 
variety of web resources and have a wider pipe which will allow BDLAC to offer a better service 
to all of Lake County and meeting the challenges of living in a digital desert. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gerald E. Pittman 
Business Development Association of Lake County 
 




