
 
NTCA–The Rural Broadband Association 
4121 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1000, Arlington, Virginia  20003 
(703) 351-2000 (Tel)  (703) 351-2001 (Fax) 

March 11, 2014

Ex Parte Notice

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90; High-Cost Universal Service 
Support, WC Docket No. 05-337

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On Friday, March 7, 2014, the undersigned, on behalf of NTCA–The Rural Broadband 
Association (“NTCA”), spoke via telephone with Rodger Woock, Suzanne Yelen, Alexander 
Minard, and Jay Schwartz of the Wireline Competition Bureau. During that conversation, I 
raised the functional inability of carriers in some jurisdictions to increase local voice telephone 
rates to certain levels within the next several months due to state laws, process requirements, 
and/or consumer notification obligations.  I also urged the Federal Communications Commission 
(the “Commission”) to take better stock of the impact on rural consumers as rates increase by 
several dollars per year for several years in a row, particularly when consumers in rural areas 
have thousands – if not hundreds of thousands or perhaps even millions – fewer consumers to 
call within the scope of their local calling areas as compared to the urban areas upon which local 
rate floors are based.

Finally, by this letter, NTCA further observes once again that this dynamic of serially escalating 
rates for local telephone services that reach far fewer consumers than in urban areas will, if 
anything, almost certainly prompt more consumers in rural areas to seek in the near term to “cut 
the cord” and obtain only fixed broadband service.  This development – together with the 
Commission’s broader efforts to address technological evolution and implement a Connect 
America Fund – only underscores the need to solve once and for all the concern that, due to 
outdated rules, consumers’ choice to “cut the cord” on voice service in high-cost areas served by 
smaller rate-of-return-regulated local exchange carriers results in increased broadband costs for 
those consumers who exercise such choice.
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Thank you for your attention to this correspondence.  Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the 
Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter is being filed via ECFS. 

Sincerely,

/s/ Michael R. Romano
Michael R. Romano
Senior Vice President – Policy

cc: Rodger Woock
Suzanne Yelen
Alexander Minard
Jay Schwartz


